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Liebherr dealer Kranimex 
installed a 40 LC tower 
crane in the Slovakian 
capital of Bratislava using 
a three tonne capacity 
MI-8T helicopter from 
heavy haulage specialist 
Tech-Mont. Full story on 
page 20
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New Valla radio controlled cranes, law suit 
for crane collapse, Zoomlion’s new 'No oil' 
scissor lifts, 53ft LGMG, lithium battery RT 
scissor, Adastra insolvency, JLG’s new SkyTrak 
telehandlers, PM’s new 70.5 SP articulated crane, 
New CEO for Xtreme/Snorkel, First CBG 500 E 
goes to ZHD Stevedores, Platform Basket booms 
for Indonesian rail, 70 Multitel truck mounts for 
Boels, Böcker celebrates 65 years and financials 
round-up…
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We look at how a major contractor is solving 
challenging issues on the renovation of a 900 year 
old castle in the UK, and how a new company 
hopes to break the UK’s lack of interest in self-
erecting tower cranes with the MiDi range of 
trailer mounted models. Nick Johnson visits the 
CITB’s tower crane training centre in the UK. 
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The biggest surprise at APEX last month, was the 
number of unknown scissor lift manufacturers 
exhibiting at the show, most of them testing the 
European market for potential. We take a look at 
some of the newcomers as part of our round-up of 
the scissor lift market. 
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TreeSmiths was established in 2012 by brothers 
Ben and Sam Smith and runs a substantial aerial 
lift fleet. So how come it is the first company in 
Europe to purchase a 23 metre CMC 23i insulated 
spider lift and only the second in the world.  
Mark Darwin went to find out more.
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The 2023 C&A Source Guide lists all the crane, 
access and telehandler manufacturers that are 
active in the international market, detailing the 
specific model types they offer.
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As we get to the end of the exhibition season we 
review the APEX show that returned to Maastricht 
this year, and the annual French crane and access 
exhibition JDL in Beaune.
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Dean Barley was promoted to CEO of Tadano 
America earlier this year. Mark Darwin caught up 
with him and Tadano chief executive Toshiaki Ujiie 
during the Conexpo exhibition.
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REGULARS

In the next ISSUE Scheduled for publication in September, the next issue of Cranes & 
Access will include the results of the annual Top 30 rental companies survey, Loader cranes, Spider 
lifts and the latest development in Remote controls and sensors. If you have any contributions or 
suggestions to make or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact our editorial or 
sales teams.
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Blah blah blah…

It is rare that a news story emerges that is wrong 
on so many levels. Unfortunately, one appeared 
in the UK this month involving two members of 
a family, innocently involved in a tower crane 
incident three years ago which destroyed their 
house and killed their 85 year old aunt. 90 other 
people were also affected.

As appalling as it was, it would appear that 
nothing has been resolved since then. The family 
have no compensation or even a home, an 
inquest has yet to take place, the Police have not 
completed their investigation and no report has 
been published by the Health & Safety Executive. 

Leaving aside the reasons why the crane came 
down - and from all accounts it was fairly obvious 
- the whole episode has been a complete mess 
from the start…even removing the crane took 
six months! However, the evasiveness of those 
involved is even more painful than listening to 
someone trying to convince you that blatantly 
fake news is true.

But perhaps the most surprising comment came 
from local Member of Parliament Apsana Begum 
who said: “I support the construction safety 
campaign…. raising concerns about the under-
regulation of health & safety in the construction 
industry”. This is alarming given that most in the 
industry would say the sector is over regulated. 

But perhaps her comment is logical for those 
outside looking in…staggered by the inactivity. 
However, her comment requesting “that 
regulators such as the Health & Safety Executive 
be given the funding and freedom for rigorous 
enforcement, and investigatory bodies such as 
the police have the resources to conclude their 
investigations in a swift manner” may have hit 
the nail on the head.

Is the lack of progress due to a scarcity of 
resources in the HSE, Police and the legal 
system? Whatever the delay, the companies 
responsible appear to be sheltering behind the 
system?

The family’s solicitor said: “Previous prosecutions 
by the CPS and HSE have taken a very long 
time. It’s so callous that bereaved families not 
only suffer the unnecessary and negligent death 
of a loved one, but then have years of legal 
nightmares.”

We have commented many times on the slow 
pace that such incidents take the UK authorities 
to conclude, or even report on. It took the HSE 
nine years to finalise its investigation and publish 
a report into the fatal Kimberly boom lift incident 
on the M25 motorway in 2013. 

Why does it take so long? In the USA, OSHA 
tends to take six months to report and usually 
conclude its investigations. In Australia the 
authorities are quick and often issue detailed 
interim reports, which are released publicly.

The system in the UK is not fit for purpose and 
either needs adequate funding or a good shake 
up, so that the innocent parties involved are 
compensated quickly and correctly, while the 
accused know where they stand, and the industry 
can immediately learn and benefit from the 
mistakes. 

Mark Darwin
Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, 

fax or phone stating if we may publish them or not: 

editor@vertikal.net

Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on request. While every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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