All Terrain ATF 50G-3

- © 50 tons max. lifting capagiye & 1 NS Worpa O3

© 5-section boom with 2 cy ropes telescoping‘terthe full length
of 40 m in just 90 seconds B PR B

® 9 - 16 m extension plus 1,6

© Max. hook height 57,5 m : =

® Superstructure Cab in Hi-Tech Designiwith: riab e »’*rﬁtm

® 240 kW (326 HP) Mercedes-Benz engine _~.204 kW {2?? HTﬁurmg
crane operation for less Diesel consumption: = -

® 6 x 6 x 6 chassis with crab steer and the popul F‘?‘Fl autnmatlc electru-
hydraulic FAUN steering system providing optimal't itn ng radii and track trail

We are looking forward to welcome you again!
A 8vS Haydock Park, June 25th - 26th 2008
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TADANO FAUN GmbH Cranes UK Ltd.
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E-Mail: info@tadanofaun.de E-Mail: joelyon @ cranesuk.net

In case of any questions, please get in touch with CRANES UK!
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A Valla 75E working at Cooper
Avon Tyres manufacturing plant
where it replaced a fork lift truck

that did not meet current
lifting regulations.
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companies under one single brand image. Mark
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Time for a hot potato?
Would you be happy getting on a plane
knowing the pilot regularly worked
twice the recommended hours or had
very little sleep that week? | think we're
all agreed that working hours either are
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or should be limited in certain sectors for everyone's safety.

Crane accidents are back in the news at the moment. And one
subject that's inextricably linked to safety - but often never
discussed - is the permitted working hours for key trades. These
should include crane and large truck-mounted lift operators as well
as - perhaps even more critically - tower crane erectors where
mistakes as we have seen recently, can be catastrophic.

From letters and emails we receive regarding working hours - and
almost all request us not to publish - it is clear that tower crane
erectors are the worst affected. Stories abound of erection crews
starting the day at an ungodly hour, driving several hours to the
worksite, spending all day erecting the crane and heading home well
after dark. A long day, but then this is repeated up to seven days a
week during busy periods with 80+ hour weeks not unusual.

Fatigue was raised as an issue in the famous Canary Wharf tower
crane accident and yet the HSE has still not grasped this issue.

This maybe because the EU tried to override the UK's opt-out of the
European Working Hours Directive using health and safety as a
pretext. If a UK government agency agreed to limit the hours worked
on the basis of health and safety, it could allow the Working Hours
Directive to enter UK law by the back door.

Most companies and employees in our industry at the moment
would probably agree that a 48-hour working week is not at all
practical or wanted. However, most good companies would like to
see some guidelines or rules in this area. Currently the worst
offenders push their staff to the limit, enabling them to undercut
those trying to 'do the right thing'. If working hours are to be
reduced, getting the work done while more erectors and operators
are trained and making up the shortfall in operators' take-home pay
due to loss of excessive overtime are serious practical issues that
need to be addressed.

This is no easy issue. Contractors need to pay more but with many
only paying lip service to safety while they buy on low-bids, the
whole process looks like a non starter. However it is a genuine
safety issue and one that requires a proper, open debate.

Mark Darwin

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor,
stating if we may publish them or not.

VerrIKc?e!
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