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Last month's article on outrigger mats seems
to have hit a nerve and generated an

unprecedented reader response. This month
we have a follow-up article which includes
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which celebrates 25 years which 
coincides with the birth of the heavy 
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Will the self erecting tower crane ever rival the
telehandler as the preferred choice on the small
to medium build job site in the UK and Ireland?

Or is it being overtaken by the City tower crane?
Mark Darwin investigates.
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The first push-around scissor lift
work platforms date back to the late
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Take the money? 
The recent CPA Crane Interest Group
meeting highlighted a problem that
extends across the whole rental sector
and one that must surely get worse

with the economic downturn - the 'cowboy' hire company. Do you
take a hire where all the risk assessment and other paperwork may
not have been completed - or turn the work away only to have a
'cowboy' snap it up?

It would appear that given this choice, more and more 'responsible'
rental companies are taking the money. However, for crane hirers
there is also a problem between a contract lift and a crane hire.
Smaller customers baulk at the cost of a contract lift, particularly on
simple lifts - say £900, when a hire for the same period would be
about £300.

The gist of conversations runs along the lines of “I want the lift, no 
I haven't got an appointed person, why can't you do it for the hire
price? If you don't want to do it I know someone who will and it will
probably be cheaper.” Wrong yes, but it happens every day in the
UK. And until there is a problem or accident, the 'cowboy' will be
able to pick up work and the HSE hasn't the manpower to stop it.

Despite the general tightening of legislation for the crane industry
this is a common occurrence and, given the current crunch, it looks
set to increase. 

The proliferation of loader cranes and other lifting equipment for
smaller lifts is exacerbating the situation. Revisions to BS7121 Part
4 - lorry loaders, means in theory a more level playing field for the
mobile crane hirers. In practise little may change. Now more than
ever is the time for the professional rental companies to stick to
their good practices and show clients how it should be done.

Can a simple lift be done professionally without a separate 
appointed person? Of course it can, because of the experience,
training and expertise of the vast majority of crane operators. 

Perhaps the HSE should not be so prescriptive with its black and
white rules and allow crane companies to carry out lifts in their own,
safe way. The revisions to Part 4 (Lorry Loaders) of the standards
may be a good time to review the whole crane hire/contract lift 
situation. It clearly isn't achieving its original aim at the moment.
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