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On the
cover:
A Unic 370C works in a very confined
space, lifting turbine components on a
nuclear de-commissioning project.
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All-Terrain cranes

contents

Comment 5
News 6
Tanfield buys Snorkel, Hewden exits tool hire,
New man at Liebherr Ehingen, Tower crane
topples in Croydon, Lavendon buys Wizard,
Arcomet for sale? MBO at Outreach, 3i exits
HSS-Archie Norman moves in, Lavendon UK
gets an MD, Aichi to produce in Holland, Riwal
exits crane market, Paylor takes top job at JLG,
Ingersoll Rand to sell off Bobcat.

Industrial lifting

We look at the latest developments in the
larger All-Terrain crane market focussing on the
increasingly wide choice of 100 tonne cranes
available, while taking a brief look
at what the three big producers are doing
at the top end.
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Darwin looks at the latest manually
propelled powered access equipment which
this year features a range of new low level
access equipment with tow man platforms.

Face to face 49
This month Mark Darwin talks to
Dr Peter Schiefer CEO and major
shareholder of Wolffkran, the
fast-growing tower crane
producer and looks at highlights
from its 154 year history.

Large All-Terrain
cranes 17 Haydock is back 66

What was new at
SED 23
45

Push around lifts Mark

Almost forgotten now,
we report on a very
successful SED show in late May, with a
short report on what was new.

Vertikal Days is a new event dedicated to
cranes, telehandler and access equipment
which will be held at Haydock Park
on September 19th
and 20th. We take a
look at why it
is different.
.
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Its plant shutdown Books & Models 51
time again 29
PASMA focus 53
There are only a couple of weeks to go before
a good number of major plants in the UK and
Your Letters 54
Ireland will close for their annual summer
vacation. Time then for a hive of activity as
ALLMI focus 57
plant managers and maintenance crews
scramble to carry out essential update work
IPAF focus 59
or reorganise assembly lines. We offer a few
tips on industrial lifting and access.
Training 61
The C&A 2007
Innovations 62
dealer guide 37
On-Line directory 64
Bigger than ever, our UK &
Ireland dealer guide provides an
What’s on 67
extensive listing of lifting and
access products,
Recruitment 68
together with telephone
numbers for the local dealers.
Pull it out and keep it
for reference.
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Heavy lifting, Vertikal Days preview

June/July 2007 cranes

&

access

3

c &a

cranes

comment

&access
The Vertikal Press

For users & buyers of lifting equipment

PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY. UK
Tel: +44(0)8707 740436 Fax: +44(0)1295 768223
email: info@vertikal.net
web: www.vertikal.net

June/July 2007 Vol. 9 issue 5

In Germany:

Vertikal Verlag
Sundgaualle 15, D-79114,
Freiburg, Germany
Tel: 0761 8978660 Fax: 0761 8866814
email: info.vertikal@t-online.de
web: www.vertikal.net
Germany, Scandinavia,
Austria and Switzerland
Karlheinz Kopp, Vertikal Verlag,
Sundgaualle 15,D-79114, Freiburg, Germany
Tel: +49 (0)761 89786615
Fax:+49 (0)761 8866814
email: khk@vertikal.net
Italy
Fabio Potestà, Mediapoint,
Corte Lambruschini,
Corso Buenos Aires 8, V Piano-Interno 7,
I-16129 Genova, Italy
Tel: 010 570 4948 Fax: 010 553 0088
email: mediapointsrl.it
The Netherlands
Hans Aarse
39 Seringenstraat, 3295 RN,
S-Gravendeel, The Netherlands
Tel:+31-78 673 4007 Mobile:+31(0) 630421042
email: ha@vertikal.net

Editors:
Leigh Sparrow
Mark Darwin
Associate Editors:
Ian Boughton
Rüdiger Kopf
Alexander Ochs
Sales & customer support:
Pam Penny
Karlheinz Kopp
Production:
Nicole Engesser
Publisher:
Leigh Sparrow

Fit for purpose?
In the UK the Health & Safety Executive and
Health and Safety Commission are currently
going through a consultation process on
whether or not they should merge into a single,
more powerful Health and Safety body. For most ordinary people this hardly
needs a consultation process. Few will understand why we should bear the
cost of two health and safety bodies when one will do.
A far bigger problem is the HSE's adversarial approach to accident investigation
which distracts from making the workplace a safer place. Don't get me wrong,
most inspectors I meet care very much about improving safety. However too much
of the effort is spent on trying to blame and punish rather than improve safety.
The net effect of this is that efforts to learn from the mistakes and errors that
cause accidents are stifled by the pressure to build a legal case against those
held responsible and the length of time that it takes.
Accident investigations in the UK are unproductively long. The HSE appears to sit
on evidence for years before publishing a report or deciding on prosecution. In
the meantime we do not benefit from the lessons that might be learnt.
It need not be so. A large tower crane collapsed in mid November 2006 in
Bellevue, Washington wiping out a building and killing an innocent man in his
home. The accident investigation was complicated by the fact that it involved an

The Vertikal Press Ltd.
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engineering company that had designed the crane's foundation, the contractor, a
tower crane erection company, a separate crane rental company, the crane
manufacturer and the crane operator. In spite of this and the highly litigious
atmosphere in the USA, a full report was published within six months, new rules

UK and all other areas
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email: pp@vertikal.net

proposed and agreed, fines issued and appeals dealt with.
In comparison the report on a tower crane accident at Canary Wharf in May
2000 was still being investigated three and a half years later. It was five years
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before the full report was published. A more straightforward accident in
Worthing in February 2005 is still open with the crane owner unaware if the
HSE will prosecute or not.
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The lengthy and confrontational manner in which workplace accidents are
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investigated and tried in this country is detrimental to the effort to reduce risks
and improve safety. It is about time that the establishment understood that and
adopted a faster more open approach to accident investigation.

Letters, emails, faxes and
phone calls are welcome and
should be sent to:

Mark Darwin
Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor,
stating if we may publish them or not.
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