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Sarens UK used its 600 tonne truck
lattice boom Demag TC2800 and
Liebherr LTM 1400 as the tailing

crane to install a new air separation
facility at BOC Scunthorpe.
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Wear a full body harness with a short
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Aerial
platforms

I P AF 4 d IPAF Approved Training Centres
t r a I n e train more than 80000 operators
per year worldwide in the safe
o e rato rs and productive use of modern
p platforms - its PAL Card is
recognised everywhere as proof of
high quality training.

International safety legislation
increasingly demands proper

. . & . )
a e e eCt Ive training and your business relies

& operators. So insist on 1PAF
wo rk at hel ht training for operators to get every
job at height done effectively and

in complete safety.

Welcomed on
UKCG sites

PAL

CCESS LICENCE
PR A TERsTONE

op/0115084
ASSESSED
1 per01 /08

EuPRy DATE
:11 0113

y [||5\|

44

—a

) o

“‘“ or0 guthority i dnaf are
in powered access www.ipaf.org




Cé&d

comment

NeS
CESS

The Vertikal Press For users & buyers of lifting equipment

PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY. UK

Tel: +44(0)8448 155900 Fax: +44(0)1295 768223
email: info@vertikal.net

web: www.vertikal.net

In Germany:

Vertikal Verlag

Sundgaualle 15, D-79114,

Freiburg, Germany

Tel: 0761 8978660 Fax: 0761 8866814
email: info.vertikal @t-online.de

web: www.vertikal.net

Germany, Scandinavia,

Austria and Switzerland

Karlheinz Kopp, Vertikal Verlag,
Sundgaualle 15,D-79114, Freiburg, Germany
Tel: +49 (0)761 89786615

Fax:+49 (0)761 8866814

email: khk@vertikal.net

Italy

Fabio Potesta, Mediapoint,

Corte Lambruschini,

Corso Buenos Aires 8, V Piano-Interno 7,
1-16129 Genova, Italy

Tel: 010 570 4948 Fax: 010 553 0088
email: mediapointsrl.it

The Netherlands

Hans Aarse

39 Seringenstraat, 3295 RN,

S-Gravendeel, The Netherlands

Tel:+31-78 673 4007 Mobile:+31(0) 630421042
email: ha@vertikal.net

Russia

Cranes&Access Russia

DM Publishing 127287 Pocc
Moscow

tel. +7 (495) 685 94 28

fax +7 (495) 685 94 29

e-mail: matrosova@Uvertikalnet.ru

UK and all other areas

Pam Penny

PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY. UK
Tel: +44(0)8448 155900

email: pp@vertikal.net

Design & Artwork by:

bp design Ltd.

Tel: 01707 642141 Fax: 01707 646806
email: studio@bpdesign.info

ISSN: 1467-0852
© Copyright The Vertikal Press Limited 2009

The Vertikal Press also publishes:

VertiKcnae!

October 2009 Vol. 11 issue 7

Editors:
Leigh Sparrow
Mark Darwin

Associate Editors:

Riidiger Kopf (Freiburg)
Alexander Ochs (Freiburg)
Andrew Klinaichev (Moscow)

Sales & customer support:
Pam Penny

Karlheinz Kopp

Clare Engelke

Production:
Nicole Engesser

Publisher:
Leigh Sparrow

Vertikel

Press

The Vertikal Press Ltd.
MEMBERS OF

IPAF
CI"A

o

-
@
N
<
>

Letters, emails, faxes and
phone calls are welcome and
should be sent to:

The Editor,

Cranes & access,
PO Box 6998, Brackley
NN13 5WY, UK

Tel: +44(0)8448 155900
Fax: +44(0)1295 768223
email: editor@vertikal.net

Tick box mentality

Are we ever trained?

Or put another way - is there ever a point where a person is trained
enough?

Some thought provoking questions that have recently had some
form of clarification - by the UK's Health and Safety Executive.

At the recent CPA Crane Interest Group open meeting, the HSE's lan
Simpson suggested that basic training on its own was not enough
and warned companies that training 'cards' - such as CPCS, IPAF,
PASMA etc - did not mean operators were fully trained and that
they could 'come unstuck' if they did not carry out additional training
and familiarisation.

This is one of those rare occasions that | totally agree with the HSE.
| have an IPAF PAL card and recently attended a PASMA training
course. What is blindingly obvious to me (and therefore hopefully
most other people) is that these courses are the BARE MINIMUM
requirements to begin using or erecting equipment. If the card holder
does not regularly put his training to use it can be virtually useless.

Unfortunately, the 'tick box' mentality on UK construction sites
means that you can use equipment if you have a card. Card?

Tick - get on with it, even if you only got the card the day before,
passed two years ago and have not used it since or never even seen
the piece of equipment you are expected to operate.

Having not really used my ‘cards' | would not want to erect an alloy
tower up to 12 metres or drive a large truck mounted platform on a
time pressured site situation without more familiarisation and ideally
working alongside an expert for a while.

The HSE has obviously investigated several accidents recently
where operators with the right card but precious little additional
training have come unstuck. It is therefore saying that the lack of on
the job experience and specific equipment familiarisation is a recipe
for disaster and employers must do this to satisfy their legal
requirements.

For crane operators this means that after gaining the CPCS red card
they must be given additional training on each different crane they
operate and must be supervised and monitored. It goes further than
operators adding that Appointed Persons (AP) should be competent
and experienced for the size and complexity of the lift.

Unfortunately, additional training and experience is not recognised
by ticking a box. However with the HSE on its case, employers,
main contractors and clients may now have to look a lot closer at
who is operating equipment on site.

Mark Darwin

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor,
stating if we may publish them or not.
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