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'Wear a full body harness with a short

lanyard in boom type platforms

platforms

I P A F t r a i n e d IPAF Approved Training Centres
train more than 80000 operators
per year worldwide in the safe
o pe ra t o rs and productive use of modern
platforms - its PAL Card is

recognised everywhere as proof of
high quality training.

International safety legislation
increasingly demands proper

. ini e1 ], -
E eCt Ive training and your business relies
on the productivity of your

operators. So insist on 1PAF

‘n'o ®
rk at h e l g h t training for operators to get every

job at height done effectively and
in complete safety.
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Knee-jerk or

lip service?

Most of you will know that here in the
UK we have a new government, the
first coalition government since the
Second World War. Shortly after coming
to power the new government was
confronted with a tragic incident in Cumbria in which a man went
on a shooting rampage, killing 12 totally innocent individuals.

4

In recent years, British governments faced with such incidents have
felt obliged to be seen to be doing something, announcing ‘knee-jerk’
legislation or mandates which were often excessive, ill-thought-out
and not particularly effective. The Dangerous Dogs Act is a classic
and oft cited example of this. Thankfully the new government did
not bow to pressure from the mass media and other groups calling
for tougher gun controls, preferring instead to conduct a proper
review to see what might be learnt from the tragic incident.

Our industry has had its fair share of reactive regulations introduced
to cover problems that are perhaps more perceived than real, along
with mandates from large contractors intended more for pressure
group and media consumption than for improving safety. Tower
cranes are a case in point, having come under the spotlight in
recent years following a spate of fatal accidents in the UK and USA.

As a result the UK has its tower crane register — which has little
practical purpose apart from appeasing campaigners. More recently
construction companies have started implementing bans on tower
cranes older than ten years. While such a ban might well be
appropriate for mobile cranes and aerial lifts, it is almost
meaningless for modular products such as tower cranes.

Does that mean on-site staff will check every component or just
check the serial number plate on the slewing assembly and if it is
less than 10 years old all will be fine? The fact is that a tower
section in a high stress area could well be 25 years old but it has no
plate. Given that tower cranes are on site for extended periods,
surely the type of job and number of hours clocked up is more
relevant. A five-year-old crane that has worked around the clock in
a salty or sandy environment is going to be a lot ‘older’ and more
worn out than a 10-year-old crane used in a clean environment for
occasional lifting.

While such a mandate might be well intentioned, it is meaningless
and could lead to the less than reputable operators winning business
by ignoring the age of the components such as tower sections,
while respectable companies that take such things seriously may
not bid for the job because they know that not all of the components
are less than 10 years old... hardly a safety enhancing measure.

Mark Darwin

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor,
stating if we may publish them or not.
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