
cranes
&access next

cranes
&access

Do you receive a hard copy?
Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of Cranes & Access?
Then register on-line now for your personal subscription. Cranes & Access: The Lifting Professional's
magazine.  www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Download complete issues
Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or 
Kran & Bühne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version 
of Adobe Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the 
issue or even have your PC read the articles out loud to you while 
winging your way across the Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on 
the Motorway!).Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Bühne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php

Do you read German?
Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Bühne, is the
magazine for you. Subscribe now to Germany's leading publication for the crane 
and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news (published in German).
www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

Have you registered for email alerts?
When major news breaks in the lifting world, be the first to hear about it ..Free!  
News bulletins by e-mail straight to your mailbox. Register for News Alerts to 
get major head line news as it happens. www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Use our on line access and lifting directory
Have you tried our on line Access and lifting directory? Direct links take you to 
supplier’s web sites with one click of the mouse, with 29 product categories and 
hundreds of the best suppliers, this is a very convenient source guide as well as 
an easy way to find a lifting company’s web site.
English guide: http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
German guide: http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php

Central European rental companies
The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane and access 
rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link below to go to 
Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to hire companies 
throughout Europe. www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter
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SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published eight times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00. 
If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT: 
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php
BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details. 
Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net
Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German 
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available 
on request. 
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.

16

62

Mast climbers

Trailer and small self erectors 

Preserving the past

March  2007  cranes & access  

Comment 5
News 6

Ainscough buys Crane
Services, Frey to join

Jungheinrich, Tony Blair
opens UpRight plant, Tower

cranes on air, Venpa buys Locatelli, Train hits
platform, Fraco in UK, Arcomet buys rest of

Airtek, Another 100 metre lift for Gerken,
Dinolift expands, Liebherr confirms UK rental,

Enter for an ESTA award, Weldex orders
Kobelco SL6000, New plant for Sennebogen,

Wolffkran expands, Unic introduces largest 
spider crane, Rumsby goes out in style, 

Allan switches to Terex, Stirnimann announces
succession, New crane and access event.

Climbing the rack 16
Contractors finally appear to have realised how

efficient and cost-effective mastclimbers are
judging from the quiet revolution taking place in

the façade market. Here we take a look at the
safer alternative to façade scaffolding.

Bauma preview 22
In the first of two previews, C&A outlines the

must-see products at the worlds biggest 
equipment show in Munich next month. While

its good reading about the new products, its
even better seeing them in the metal. 

Ho hum in Atlanta 29
Upbeat and successful but not too many 

ground-breaking new products. 
This year's ARA show reflects a 

maturing access market aimed at 
refining products and designing out 

costs. Leigh Sparrow reports 
from Atlanta.

Trailer and small self
erector cranes 33

The arrival of the trailer crane continues with
Klaas, Paus and Bocker all offering products,

while an increasing number of builders and
roofers giving them a try. Meanwhile the small
self erecting tower crane begins to take off in
the UK, we outline the reasons and benefits.

Used aerial lifts 41
We take a brief look at some of the options for

sourcing used aerial lifts.

Applications 45
Eve-Trakway and Crane Services teamed up to

solve a tricky problem at Corus steel.

IPAF
Summit 50

This years IPAF summit is only weeks away,
we highlight this years speakers.

Face to face 58
Cranes & Access managed to intercept City
Lifting's very busy managing director Trevor

Jepson just long enough to find out a bit more
about the company. Read about its 

development over the last 25 years - from
Boilot Petolat BP1000's to Unic mini cranes.

Preserving the past 62
Arthur Smith outlines the excellent work of the
Excavator Preservation Trust  which raises the

question why crane and access companies are
not preserving historic machines of yesteryear?

21 SGB mastclimbers and 
3,000 metres of mast section
were used on the new 
£160 million Manchester 
Civil Courts.

33

The second Bauma preview takes us up to the show itself.
With showtime getting into full swing we also discuss the use

of harnesses at such shows. We look at big latticed boom
cranes and straight telescopic self propelled boom lifts.

In the next C&A

ALLMI focus 47
Training 49

IPAF focus 51
PASMA focus 53

Books and models 55
Letters 56

Innovations 60
What’s on 65

Recruitment 66
Web links 68

regulars





5

Where's the innovation?
In this issue we carry our first preview of 

the massive Bauma exhibition and review

Februarys ARA show. Looking at what the 

aerial lift manufacturers had on display in

Atlanta and what manufacturers are telling 

us they will launch at Bauma, one wonders what happened to real innovation?

Most equipment manufacturers agree that new products are the life blood of a

growing business, the same applies to the health of an industry. It looks as

though the major aerial lift producers are running out of steam when it comes to

new ideas or are they simply resting on their laurels in a fat and happy market?

Don't get me wrong, this 'impression' does not come from any in-depth analysis,

more a gut feeling after discussing Bauma plans with most manufacturers in

January and then walking around what used to be the hottest new product show

in the aerial lift business in February. A slower pace of development might of

course be related to the fact that the powered access market is reaching a level

of maturity, where it is harder to make a true breakthrough? 

In terms of innovation the crane industry is currently setting a shining example,

there is no argument about its maturity, some claim that it is even approaching

its dotage. Yet some 10 to 15 years ago the industry was in the doldrums, new

models on offer were hardly any different to 10 year old products in its 

customers fleets… leaving no pressure to trade up…so many simply refurbished.

Then the industry came alive and over the past six to 10 years has been a

hotbed of new product development. Modern cranes have longer booms, faster

set up times, easier transportation and new concepts, or at least new angles on

earlier concepts have sprung up. 

A few years back the aerial lift industry needed to take a breath, it needed to

slow down a bit and improve the quality and reliability of its products while

reducing manufacturing costs. That task has all but been completed now and

what the industry needs, using jargon, is to be 'stretching the envelope', moving

things along, even 'thinking out of the box'. 

New products that bring true user benefits forces or encourages rental 

companies to turn their fleets over faster. It differentiates the better companies

from the 'rent-a-wreck' suppliers and enhances rental rates. Perhaps as 

importantly it produces a steady stream of good used machines for developing

markets where powered access is in its infancy and where the cost of labour

will not justify new.

The industry would do well to step up development while it can afford to 

make the odd mistake or two or it might face the double whammy of a lack 

of interest in a falling market. 

Leigh W Sparrow

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor, 

stating if we may publish them or not.
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