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Do you receive a hard copy?
Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of Cranes & Access?
Then register on-line now for your personal subscription. Cranes & Access: The Lifting Professional's
magazine.  www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Download complete issues
Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or 
Kran & Bühne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version 
of Adobe Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the 
issue or even have your PC read the articles out loud to you while 
winging your way across the Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on 
the Motorway!).Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Bühne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php

Do you read German?
Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Bühne, is the
magazine for you. Subscribe now to Germany's leading publication for the crane 
and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news (published in German).
www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

Have you registered for email alerts?
When major news breaks in the lifting world, be the first to hear about it ..Free!  
News bulletins by e-mail straight to your mailbox. Register for News Alerts to 
get major head line news as it happens. www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Use our on line access and lifting directory
Have you tried our on line Access and lifting directory? Direct links take you to 
supplier’s web sites with one click of the mouse, with 29 product categories and 
hundreds of the best suppliers, this is a very convenient source guide as well as 
an easy way to find a lifting company’s web site.
English guide: http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
German guide: http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php

Central European rental companies
The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane and access 
rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link below to go to 
Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to hire companies 
throughout Europe. www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter

http://www.vertikal.net/en/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
http://www.vertikal.net/Vermieter
http://www.vertikal.net/en/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/
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http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal.php
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This is our last issue in 2006, all of us at

the Vertikal press would like to thank

our readers and all of you who have

supported us in 2006.

Whether it be with subscriptions,

advertising or editorial input you have

all helped us to improve the magazine

and online news service.

We wish all of you a very happy

holiday and a fantastically

prosperous year in 2007.

Many thanks and best wishes,
The Vertikal Team

�HAPPY

Christmas

Subscribe to

The only way to
guarantee
that you
receive
every
issue.

Subscription
Application Form

Subscribe online at www.vertikal.net

Please complete this form and either fax back on
+44 (0) 1295 768223 or +49 (0) 7618 866814 or
post to The Vertikal Press, PO Box 6998,
Brackley. NN13 5WY, UK. Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436

Please start my one year subscription to Cranes & Access at the rate of:

Name

Company

Job Title

Telephone

Address

Country

Telefax

Email

£40.00/€60 (UK and Irish addresses only)

€75.00 (Rest of Europe)

$110.00 / £60.00 (Other regions)

I enclose a cheque made payable to The Vertikal Press

Please invoice me

I enclose an international money order 
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The RIGHT
Aluminium Tower Systems

for the industry...

UpRight • INSTANT • Zip-Up
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To find out more about 
UpRight International’s painted, standard or specials product range please visit 
www.uprighteuro.com OR e: info@uprighteuro.com
Ireland:  t: +353 1 6209300   f: +353 1 6209301 
UK:      t: +44 1952 685200  f: +44 1952 685255  
Quoting ref: CA/11/06-2

• the original & the best

• 50+ years experience

• extensive product range

• Customised painted tower option

• dedicated design team

• ISO & EN certified

• WAHR Compliant
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Gerald Lute, the nephew of Cora
Grove, wife to John L Grove, has
finally completed and published his
extensive history of John L Grove,
Grove Manufacturing and JLG. The
book, which is available from early
December, is the result of more than
two years' work, dozens of interviews
and a great deal of research.  

Running to over 200 pages, the
coffee-table volume is beautifully
designed and contains dozens of
high-quality photographs and
illustrations, many of which have never
been seen in print before. Lute has
done a first-class job on the history
of Grove through the early 1970s,
accurately detailing how the business
grew from nothing to worldwide market
leader within 25 years. 

This history not only adds an insider's
view of John L Grove during that
eventful period, but it also adds a good

This hefty £500 report claims to be:
“A comprehensive financial analysis of

the top 200 companies in the UK crane
hire industry”. On the face of it, the
claim is true but it should be noted
that the companies include such
industry  “heavyweights” as:
Whitbread inns, Bluecrane computer
services, BET, Servacrane, HQ
Joysticks, 16 Airfield Road Properties
along with dormant and bankrupt
companies with little involvement in the industry. 

In fact, at the very least, giving the maximum benefit of the doubt to those listed,
nearly 70 of the 200 companies either have nothing to do with the crane industry
or are duplicates. On top of that crane manufacturers such as Morris, Kone,
Manitowoc, Liebherr GB and Kobelco are also included. The net effect of this is
that the charts and computations produced in the report are virtually meaningless. 

The same can be said for the league tables. For example, the pre-tax profit margin
ranking table is topped by a long-defunct business services holding company,
with a one-man-band computer services company in second place while an
electrical services company comes in at number three. A hotelier is in 11th place!

The only useful section of this report is the Companies House reports on 70 crane
hire firms. Given the cost of obtaining each of these individually, it could prove
good value if you decided that you really wanted to have all of them.
The single-page reports cover a range of other businesses that may or may not
be of interest. Failing that, we'd suggest that it might serve as an effective
doorstop. The report is published by Plimsoll Publishing and available on
www.plimsoll.co.uk Priced: from £500

deal of historic detail, fleshing out the
precise events surrounding a number of
critical developments, including the
departure of the Groves and the
emergence of J Martin Benchoff as
CEO in the late 1960s. 

The same applies to the early days of
JLG, where Lute as unearthed many new
facts and personal details from the
time. The book charts and highlights
the divisions within both companies
that Grove caused by his inability to
delegate key aspects of management.
It takes an impartial and candid look at
his weaknesses as well as his incredible
entrepreneurial spirit, generosity and
innovative genius. 

While an attractive and exceedingly
well designed and illustrated book,
this is a serious and comprehensive
read and by far the most definitive
record of the two companies to date.
Lute communicates the information in a
clear and readable style, making it hard
to put down, although the pace gets
bogged down a little from the mid
1980s onward. However the sheer
volume of information, thorough
research and Lute's insider's view
make this book a 'must-read' for
anyone interested in the crane and
access industry. 

The Life and Legacy of John L. Grove
is published by Buchanan Trail
publishing with either a Grove or a JLG
dust cover. Priced at $39.95 with 1,000
leather bound commemorative copies
selling at $89.95, copies can be
ordered on the web www.btpublish.com 
Gerald Lute is hoping to join the
Vertikal Team at Bauma for a
book signing session.
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A life of
cranes and access

A Roller bearing bible 

Gerald Lutes 200 page
book is a must read

The latest FAG catalogue is a
mine of information for engineers

Plimsoll
Portfolio Analysis
The UK Crane
Hire, Sales &
Service industry

The Plimsoll report

Schaeffler UK has published a 1500-page rolling bearing catalogue, which not only
includes more than 40,000 INA and FAG products, but also provides design engineers with a
comprehensive 'bible' of technical knowledge and bearings expertise. More than 140
pages are devoted to the technical principles of rolling bearings, helping design engineers
size and select the correct bearings for their intended application.

The 'technical principles' section of the catalogue includes information on fatigue theory; dynamic and
static load carrying capacities of bearings; variable loads and speeds; life ratings; rigidity and deflection;
friction values; limiting speeds and thermally safe operating speeds; lubrication principles; design of
bearing arrangements; and information on fitting and dismantling.

Not exactly bedtime reading, but handy for engineers. 

Free copies can be obtained on www.schaeffler.co.uk or telephone 0121 351 3833.



www.vertikal.net 

To arrange your listing in the ACCESS and LIFTING EQUIPMENT DIRECTORY: Tel: 08707 740436  Fax: 01295 768223  Email: info@vertikal.net

OVER 1.5 mil l ion Hits a Month
OVER 50,000 Vis i to rs  a  Month

An entry in our online directory with hot-link to your website
and publication here costs just £175/€280 for a whole year

ACCESS EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS
Aichi www.aichi.de
AIRO by Tigieffe S.r.l www.airo.it
Alimak www.alimak.co.uk
A Ruthmann www.ruthmann.de
Barin www.barin.it
Basket www.basket-platforms.com
Bison - Palfinger www.bisonpalfinger.com
CTE www.ctelift.com
Denka Lift www.denka.dk
Dino Lift www.dinolift.com
Esda www.esda-fahrzeugwerke.de
Genie www.genieindustries.com
GSR Spa www.gsrspa.it
Haulotte www.haulotte.com
Holland Lift www.hollandlift.com
Iteco www.itecolift.it
JLG www.jlgeurope.com
Leguan Lifts www.leguanlifts.com
Matilsa www.matilsa.es
MEC www.mec-awp.com
Nifty Lift www.niftylift.com
Omega Lift www.omegaaccess.com
Omme Lift www.ommelift.dk
Ranger tracked access www.tracked-access.co.uk
Safi www.safi.it
Skyhigh ww.skyhigh.be
Snorkel www.snorkelusa.com
Teupen www.teupen.info
Turner Access www.turner-access.co.uk
Versalift distributors (UK) Ltd www.versalift.co.uk
Upright International www.uprighteuro.com

MAST CLIMBERS AND HOISTS
Alimak-HEK www.alimakhek.com
Universal Sky Platforms www.uspuk.com

PLATFORM RENTAL
Easi up Lifts www.easiuplifts.com
Hi-reach www.hi-reach.co.uk
Manlift Hire www.manlift.ie
Nationwide Access www.nationwideaccess.co.uk
Rapid Platforms www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
Panther Platform Rentals www.platform-rentals.co.uk

NEW & USED PLATFORMS
Access business www.accessbusiness.nl
Access Platform Sales www.accessplatforms.co.uk
Access Sales International www.accesssalesint.co.uk
AFI Resale www.afi-platforms.co.uk
A.J. Access Platforms www.accessplatforms.com
Baulift  www.baulift.de
Easi-uplifts www.easiuplifts.com
Flesch www.Flesch-Arbeitsbuehnen.de
Genie www.genieindustries.com
JLG www.jlgeurope.com
Kunze GmbH www.KUNZEgmbh.de
Manlift Sales www.manlift.ie
Nationwide Access www.nationwideaccess.co.uk
Peter-Hird Ltd www.peter-hird.co.uk
PASS www.poweredaccess.com
Promax Access www.promaxaccess.com
Rapid Platforms www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
Ritchie Bros auctions www.rbauction.com
Safe2Reach www.safe2reach.co.uk
Take Over Platforms www.takeoverplatforms.com
Thanner www.USED-Worklift.com
Turner Access www.turner-access.co.uk
TVH - Group Thermote & Vanhalst www.tvh.be

ALLOY SCAFFOLD TOWERS/ECHAFAUDAGE
Instant www.upright.com
Safe2Reach www.safe2reach.co.uk
Svelt www.svelt.it
Turner Access www.turner-access.co.uk

SPECIAL/BESPOKE ACCESS AND LIFTING SOLUTIONS
Safe2Reach www.safe2reach.co.uk
Skyreach Access www.skyreachaccess.com

SPECIAL AND NICHE PLATFORM RENTAL
BAC Verhuur www.bachoogwerkers.nl
Powered Access Sales & Services www.poweredaccess.com
Rapid Platforms www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
Universal Sky Platforms www.uspuk.com

TRAINING CENTRES AND TRAINERS
Access Platform Sales www.accessplatforms.co.uk
Active Safety www.activerentals.co.uk
AFI www.afi-platforms.co.uk
Ainscough www.ainscoughtraining.co.uk
AJ Access www.accessplatforms.com
Avon Crane www.avoncrane.co.uk
Central Access www.central-access.co.uk
Genie www.genieindustries.com
HCS www.hydrauliccraneservices.co.uk
Heightmaster www.drivemaster.uk.com
Hi-Reach www.hi-reach.co.uk
Hiab www.hiab.com
Hird www.peter-hird.co.uk
JLG Training www.jlgeurope.com
Kingfisher Access www.kingfisheraccess.co.uk
L&B Transport www.lbtransport.co.uk
Lifting Equipment Training www.letltd.co.uk
Nationwide www.nationwideaccess.co.uk
Norfolk Training Services www.norfolktraining.co.uk
Rapid Platforms www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
Safe2Reach www.safe2reach.co.uk
Southern Crane & Access www.southerncranes.co.uk
TH White www.thwhite.co.uk

TRAINING CENTRES AND TRAINERS (continued)
Terex Atlas (UK) Ltd. www.atlascranes.co.uk
The Platform Company www.platformcompany.co.uk
Turner Access www.turner-access.co.uk
Uplift Platforms www.Upliftplatforms.co.uk

TRAINING ASSOCIATIONS AND NETWORKS
Allmi www.allmitraining.co.uk
AWPT www.awpt.org
IPAF www.ipaf.org

CRANE MANUFACTURERS
Grove www.groveworldwide.com
Tadano Faun www.tadanofaun.de
Terex-Demag www.terex-cranes.com
Unic Cranes  www.unic-cranes.co.uk
Valla www.valla-cranes.co.uk
Vanson www.vansoncranes.com

CRANE HIRE
Ainscough www.ainscough.co.uk
Hewden www.hewden.co.uk
Ladybird tower crane hire www.ladybirdcranehire.co.uk
McNally crane hire www.cranehire-ireland.com 

NEW & USED CRANES
AGD Equipment Ltd www.agd-equipment.co.uk
Crowland Cranes www.crowlandcranes.co.uk
Kobelco www.kobelco-cranes.com
M. Stemick www.stemick-krane.de
P.V. Adrighem BV www.adrighem.com
Terex Demag www.terex-cranes.com
Used Cranes CCK www.used-cranes.de
Valla UK Ltd www.valla-cranes.co.uk
Verschoor www.verschoor-cranes.com

SELF ERECTING TOWER CRANES
Airtec safety www.airteksafety.com
Ladybird tower crane hire www.ladybirdcranehire.co.uk
Vanson www.vansoncranes.com

LORRY/TRUCK LOADER CRANES 
Effer www.effer.it
Palfinger www.palfinger.com

TELESCOPIC HANDLERS
Genie www.genieindustries.com
JLG www.jlgeurope.com
Mec Telehandlers www.mecawp.com 
Merlo www.merlo.co.uk

OUTRIGGER PADS
Eco power pads www.outriggerpads.co.uk
TMC lifting supplies www.crowlandcranes.co.uk/tmc

USA DISTRIBUTION AND LOGISTICS
Pacific Equipment Logistic www.pacificlogistic.com

NEW AND USED TELEHANDLERS
VHS Vissers Heftruck Service www.vhsbladel.nl

PARTS AND SERVICE SUPPLIERS
Crowland Cranes www.crowlandcranes.co.uk
IPS www.ips-ltd.biz
JLG www.jlgeurope.com
TVH - Group Thermote & Vanhalst www.tvh.be

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
Airtek equipment www.airteksafety.com

STRUCTURAL REPAIRS
Avezaat Cranes www.avezaat.com
Crowland Cranes www.crowlandcranes.co.uk/tmc

WIRE ROPE
Bridon Ropes www.bridon.com/cranerope
Casar www.casar.de

BATTERY MANUFACTURERS/SUPPLIERS
Optima Batteries www.optimabatteries.com
Trojan Battery www.trojanbattery.com

CONTROL SYSTEMS
Intercontrol www.intercontrol.de

EQUIPMENT AUCTION HOUSES
Ritchie Brothers www.rbauction.com

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS
ALLMI www.allmitraining.co.uk
IPAF www.ipaf.org
OSHA www.osha.gov

RENTAL MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE
Insphire www.insphire.com

ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT
TMC lifting supplies www.crowlandcranes.co.uk/tmc

on line Access&Lifting directory – Visit these companies in one click on line Access&Lifting directory – Visit these companies in one click 
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Time was when volume produced
scale models of cranes or access
platform were relatively rare. While
companies such as Caterpillar
produced miniature versions of all
its dozers and diggers, few crane
or lift manufacturers could or would
pay for the tooling required. In recent
years that has all changed, with
the crane makers offering the most
fantastic and complex of models to
meet growing demand from serious
collectors. Some of these models

are so big, that
space has
prevented some
avid collectors
from acquiring
them. The
combination of
the quantity of
new offerings

along with their size and cost has
thus curbed many collectors desire
to own a ‘full set’.

The same explosion of available
models has not occurred in the
aerial lift or telescopic handler
markets - until now. When it comes
to aerials it is JLG and Haulotte
that has led the charge with a growing
range of scale models available.
However JLG has just changed the
pace of this market completely,
thanks to outsourcing the financing
and marketing of its models. Last
year the company launched 1/32
scale versions of its articulated
1250AJP Ultra boom, 3394RT scissor
lift, complete with double decks,
and 4013 European telehandler.
This in addition to its G-12-55A
telehandler and models from the
Lull, SkyTrak and Gradall stables. 

The company has now upped its
mini product launches with four
new models in time for Christmas.
All following the 1/32nd scale, to
the disappointment of many serious
collectors. For years the vast
majority of construction equipment
models have been built by NZG and
Conrad in Germany, all following
the 1/50th scale. An Increasing
number of construction equipment
models are now built in China and
to a variety of scales. 

When questioned about this, those
responsible for the JLG models say
that the company has not abandoned

the collectors of 1/50th scale, and
plans to launch new models in this
scale next year. The 1/32nd scale
range it says,  arose from discussions
with JLG dealers who preferred a
more substantial model with more
detail, so that they would make
better gifts and more dramatic
office or showroom displays. 

The new models which comprise of
what it is calling its series two
range includes the 860SJ
telescopic boom a substantial bit
of kit with its long straight boom
and articulating jib. JLG has also
introduced new lockable lift
cylinders to prevent the droop that
its first generation booms had when
exposed to sunlight. Retailing at
€80.63 - roughly £55, it is a lot of
metal for the money.

60 to 80 foot boom lift models have

of course been done before, although
not in this scale. The other three new
models can claim to be firsts, at least
in the volume scale model market. 

The massive JLG-Liftlux 260-25
heavy duty scissor lift incorporates
a lot of detail, including opening
side panels and engine detailing.
This model though requires a big
desk, standing almost a metre high
when extended to its full height.
The 260-25 carries the same
€80.63 price tag as the 860 boom.
Going to the other extreme the 10
MSP a 10ft self propelled stock picker
lift, is tiny even in 1/32 and is possible
the first of this type of lift to be
made into a model. This more
modestly sized miniature retails at
€34.55 - roughly £24.

Finally the company has produced
a miniature version of its 35 ft Tow
Pro T350 trailer lift. With exceptional
working detail this is a nice sized
replica. and one of the few trailer
lift models built to date. This unit is
priced at €57.59 - roughly £39.

The lifts can be ordered in Europe
from a UK dealer AB.Gee of Ripley
on 01773 570444 or via JLG's web site.

61November / December  2006  cranes & access

It's a mini world

Designer seeks to
turn model into reality

The T350 is a
rare and

detailed trailer
lift model

Arayik Arakelvan,
designed and made
almost every part
of this truck crane
and patented some
of its features

The biggest mass produced,
scissor model ever built
stands almost a metre high

The 860AJ is a
big model,

new cylinders
prevent boom drop

At the smaller end JLG has launched a
rare trailer and vertical mast lift

Arayik Arakelyan lives in Armenia and
has spent the past six years designing
a truck crane, which he says
incorporates many novel concepts. 

He has applied for and been granted a number
of Armenian patents and has built a fully
functional scale model of his crane.

The five axle model measures
1580mm x 430mm x 530mm and
is fully operational from a hard
wired remote control.

Arakelyan not only designed and
assembled the not so miniature
crane, but also manufactured
virtually all of the miniature
components himself. Not satisfied
with the scale model he is
desperately keen for a manufacturer

to adopt some of his ideas into a
full sized commercial crane. 

A rush of new models from JLG and a model with patents has
spurred us into doing a page on scale models. We hope to make
this a regular feature, repeating it whenever we receive sufficient
input to justify it. So if you have built a model or are launching
one, please do let us know. 

Arayik Arakelyan


