Readers

The letter in our October issue from John Wood and Barry Ireland

regarding IPAF certainly caused a good deal of reaction.

‘““
iy

along with one of the more passionate notes from a member. Both reflect the feedback we received. We also received a further letter from Messrs Ireland
and Wood repeating their concerns and saying that they had received a good deal of support from other “independents” who felt the same way.

To date we have not seen that in letters, calls or emails to the Vertikal Press.

Dear Sir,

IPAF is deli i
elighted to he congratulated on its “successfyl efforts to raise safety awareness” (

October 2008). However, just one or two
allowed to pass without comment.

delivery to consistently high standards, Equally importantly
and purchase 70%, of all the platforms sold in the UK. |

It really is no fault of IPAF, nor indeed of the HSE
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of the many i [ [ ions
any Inaccuracies and misconceptions in the rest of their letter really cannot he

powered access equipment. The HS i
E has made it perfectly clear on several oceasions that this is not the case. What it has mad
! maae even clearer is that

oper. i
perators must be properly trained to use such equipment, Inevitably, people are drawn to

the clear market

le;der. Over 230 training centres across 17 countries
train in excess of 50,000 Operators every year on
the IPAF programme. In total, over a quarter of g million have
been trained, Incidentally, many of these centres also offer and
prompte other training alongside the IPAF programme. But | am
.convmced that the IPAF training programme has been instrumenta|
in keeping accidents to minimum,

currently

Finally, I would point out that IPAF is much more than a training
Programme, we are also actively involved jn lobbying European
ar.1d' American standards makers (eg to prevent the bannin of
sliding mid rails), offering preferential insurance rates :
encquraging the training of apprentices, lobbying gow’emment for
sensible regulations (eg the retention of exempt vehicle status et
etc) and campaigning for the correct use of hamesses, These areC
areas where responsible members of the industry get t.ogether
and speak with a united voice.

If Messrs Wood and Ireland really believe that so many of their
colleagues have got it wrong, then they should Join the Federation
and change it. After all, any trade association is only as good as its
members.- ours are exceptionally good and willing to give up weekends
and.evenlngs to develop policies that are in the common interest of
the industry and which help save lives, >

Yours faithfully

Dear Sir
| was quite astonished today when | read the readers letters section of C&A, and in particularly the letter
form J Woods and Barry Ireland.
| had actually read the letter next to it when | received my copy earlier in the month, but some how
managed to miss this. Someone asked me my opinion at a dinner on Friday night and | had to plead
ignorant. | picked up a copy today to educate myself and could not believe my eyes.
It is a very brave move to speaking out so publicly, | can only assume that these chaps feel very strongly
about their particular viewpoint, and must have courage in their conviction.
If a neutral where to read the letter printed, they would maybe form a particular option of IPAF and what
IPAF do. In a way | can partially see some thing in their argument, although | don't quite understand why!
My personal opinion of IPAF is something quite different. It is an organisation that does not take for granted
the position it has worked so hard to achieve, and | believe still has a long way to go. The Powered Access
industry in the grand scheme of things is a tiny little world. It is hard enough to get the PAL card recognised,
let alone 30 or 40 other cards. Unlike these chaps | can't afford the time, money or the will to write a course
from scratch, pay to have it independently verified. Then pay astronomical insurer premiums for my
instructors, and myself just in case we have to defend ourselves, our actions and our methods in a court

of law. | could go on and on...

| cannot believe that these companies have ever made representations directly to the IPAF council, with
any question relating to the Federation. Then | ask myself who is IPAF that is turning into a monster?

... Well it is paid up members like me, who are growing in number each day, is that why IPAF's voice

is getting stronger, because it is a unified voice???

These chaps question the fact that they are in the minority, and say “we cannot believe that our views are
ours, and ours only”. I must ask have you had many letters in support of their ‘plight?

Confused and exasperated....
Regards Andrew McCusker, Active Rental

Tim Whiteman, Managing Director
International Powered Access Federation
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Dear Sir,

in thle UK, is putting its money where its mouth is b
providing a nationally accredited training scheme fo)r/
USers, supervisors and managers.

Unlike other training schemes which are often based
On outdated practice, it is fast becoming the industr
standard.” Because this is training developed by ’
ladder experts - people who know and understand
the industry and Speak the language -

we fully expect the BLMA PhotoCard will quickly
become the only proof of training accepted on site.

As a further aid to best practice we have also
prodt.Jced. a 40-page Users Guide full of valuable
practical information on the safe use of ladders
and stepladders.

No-qne can say that the BLMA is not playing its
part In helping to plan work properly, assess the
risks and make sure that people are competent -
anq safe. It would be good to see British industry
doing the same,

Yours faithfully

David Walker

Immediate Past President

British Ladder Manufacturers’ Association

Letters to the editor

C.a readers letters

Dear Sir

Can | make representation on behalf of all the recipients of the David Smith email.
It is an unfortunate circumstance that this problem has occurred and everyone
accepts that there was no will or intent. However the constant stream of

emails that use the address list, are intended and are very annoying. This is only
adding to the problem. Some of these 'spammers' have sent me dozens of emails,
Kailey Simpson being one example, Nigel Lewis another plus, many more.

| have made a conscious decision that even if | needed the work of any
of these organisations | would not use them now anyway.

| have been loathe to write this email, as it adds to the problem, but | am fed
up with the barrage of unnecessary clutter arriving in my Inbox. | have sent
the email with a hidden address list but | do apologise for this email.

If the offending suppliers do not intend to stop this nonsense then would
you at least remove my name from your address list.

Thank you.
Captain P. J. McNamara Harbour Master Great Yarmouth Port Authority

(The CPA sent out an update bulletin in November that when it hit one or more
members servers repeated itself over and over again to the full mailing list.

Some members received it over a thousand times and were forced to temporarily
shut their email systems down. As if that was not bad enough, a few people
receiving the emails thought it would be a great idea to use the mailing list to
promote their wares. The problem was that their spam - emails also repeated
themselves over and over again, blocking up recipients inboxes.

The whole affair cost a number of members some serious£££)

> <

Please send letters to the editor:
Cranes&Access: Po Box 6998, Brackley NN13 5WY, UK. We reserve the right to edit letters for length.

We also point out that letters are the personal views of our readers and not necessarily the views of the

Vertikal Press Ltd or its staff.
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