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Do you receive a hard copy?

Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of Cranes & Access?
Then register on-line now for your personal subscription. Cranes & Access: The Lifting Professional's
magazine. www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Download complete i1ssues

Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or

Kran & Buihne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version
of Adobe Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the
issue or even have your PC read the articles out loud to you while
winging your way across the Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on

the Motorway!).Cranes & Access: www.VertikaI.net/en/journal.php\\_
Kran & Bahne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php -

Do you read German?

Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Biihne, is the
magazine for you. Subscribe now to Germany's leading publication for the crane
and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news (published in German).
www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

Have you registered for email alerts?

When major news breaks in the lifting world, be the first to hear about it ..Free!
News bulletins by e-mail straight to your mailbox. Register for News Alerts to
get major head line news as it happens. www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Have you tried our on line Access and lifting directory? Direct links take you to
supplier’s web sites with one click of the mouse, with 29 product categories and
hundreds of the best suppliers, this is a very convenient source guide as well as
an easy way to find a lifting company’s web site.

English guide: http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php

German guide: http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php

Central European rental companies

The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane and access
rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link below to go to
Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to hire companies
throughout Europe. www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter
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TOP PERFORMANCGE
ALL THE WAY

KOBELCO provides you with the best
tools for any construction, marine,
foundation and demolition job!

KOBELCD... cranes, designed to your spec:
= Excellent lifting duties
« Easy to transport, fast rigging
+ Salf-Assembly-System
* Powerful, wide-winches with
oil-cooled, multi-disc brakes
= Superior hydraulics
= Powerful, fuel efficient engine
* Compact, well thought-out design
= Great operating comfort
= Excellent reliability

KOBELCO CRANES EUROPE LTD.

KOBELCO CRANES EUROPE Ltd. For U.K. and Ireland: FOR MAINLAND EUROPE: Almere, Netherlands
Tel: 00-44-(0)-1473-716-302 = Fax: 00-44-(0)-1473-716-301  Tel: 00-31-(0)-36-549-5510 = Fax: 00-31-(0)-36-549-5520
andrew_brown@kobelconet.com jos_verhulst@kobelconet.com

WWW.KOBELCO-CRANES.COM
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Grove's 1,100 tonne/metre

capacity GTK 1100 provides

an interesting alternative to
current offerings. Will the
massive mobile telescopic

top slewing tower crane with

up to 140 metres maximum &
tip height catch on? "

Crawler cranes

Crawler lifts
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SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published eight times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00.

If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT:
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details.

Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net

Kran & Biihne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available

on request.

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
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80 percent of all crane and truck mounted lift
accidents are related to ground conditions.
Gone are the days of railway sleepers and
timber off-cuts - the latest outrigger pads and
mats are purpose-made, easy to handle and
virtually indestructible. But pads are only half
the story - the correct outrigger set-up is
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IPAF trained ’
0 p e rto rs IPAF trains more than

50 000 operators per year

:':'--‘-[f"'-«. worldwide in the safe and

/ _I productive use of modern
platforms - its PAL Card is
recognised everywhere as

Safe effeCt ive proof of high quality training.

) International safety legislation
wo rk at h e I g ht increasingly demands proper
training and your business
relies on the productivity of
your operators. So insist on
IPAF-training for operators to
get every job at height done
effectively and in complete

’\ Safft_}".
_ \' The world authority www.ipaf.org
_*> in powered access
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Paper, paper... everywhere

How did the UK and, to a lesser extent, Ireland,
become the land of the paper trail? When |
was growing up it was totalitarian states and
tin pot dictatorships that had the monopoly
on burdensome and unnecessary paperwork.

| can't recall how many films | watched as a boy where | would hold my

breath while a Gestapo officer checked through a raft of paperwork of an
escaping hero before saying “OK”. A similar thing would happen when an
escaping family would be subject to a routine stop in the street and then
made to produce reams of paper.

In Britain (at least in the films) we were free and did not have all that paperwork
which came to represent oppression and darkness. | always recall these

films in black and white even if they were in Technicolor. These days,

though, the same scenes are re-enacted every day in the crane and access
business when you try to get on to a big construction site in this country.
How did that happen?

The HSE has said that companies should cut the paper and concentrate on
real safety measures. The problem now is should anything happen, the first
thing investigators want to see is all the paperwork. All our efforts are
concentrated on the paper, with method statements for simple lifts running
to small volumes that no one is ever going to read. Certificates have replaced
proper checks and inspections. It's almost as if people now believe that

as long as they have the certificate, then it doesn't matter if the machine is
safe or not. The means has become the end.

We even have the situation where insurance inspectors who cannot find the
start button are able to issue Puwer/Loler certificates which are hardly worth
the paper they are printed on when it comes to real safety. Site managers ask
for multiple training certificates from crane hire companies... and yet once on
site you hear stories of them literally letting the tea lady fill in as a signaller
banksman, or, dare | say it, an appointed person.

Taking a crane or a hig platform on to some sites in the UK has become a
paper-chase. If it continues in this vein then a filing cabinet will become a
standard cab accessory. Barely a month goes by without a new piece of
paperwork being dreamt up by some site agent.

The real problem here is that the preoccupation with paperwork is all
too often replacing a practical culture of safety. It is as though running
the paper gauntlet is guarantee enough that all is well and safe on site.
How did we get to this state of affairs? How can we change it?

Leigh W Sparrow

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor,
stating if we may publish them or not.

Verril(_g!
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