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Terrain cranes. If you have any contributions 
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“A good leader can engage in a debate frankly and thoroughly, knowing that at the end  
he and the other side must be closer, and thus emerge stronger. You don’t have that idea when you  

are arrogant, superficial, and uninformed.” Nelson Mandela
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Happy New Year! (almost)

By the time you are reading this we will be a few weeks into 2014 with 

Christmas and New Year celebrations a distant memory as we cope 

with a damp and windy or freezing January in the Northern Hemisphere. 

However our Annual Rental Rate Guide should provide some cheer and 

makes for very good reading. 

The survey, carried out in the UK, reports the most positive mood since 2007, with rate stability and 

even improvements across the board. But perhaps more importantly the majority of fleets have started 

expanding again and the forecast for 2014 is positive. Good news for rental companies, manufacturers 

and end-users alike and hopefully the beginning of a period where rental rates begin to reflect the true 

cost of the equipment, expertise and support services.

Unfortunately some areas have not moved on at all. One is the way in which the Health & Safety 

Executive investigates accidents in the UK. Let me say now that we whole-heartedly support the work 

the HSE does and want to see it playing a greater role in creating a better industry for us all. However its 

policy towards accident investigations is totally unfit for purpose.

We have often highlighted the length of time taken - years in many cases - to divulge information relating 

to an accident. In November IPAF asked the government to look into the time taken by the HSE to report 

on its technical investigation into a fatal boom lift accident in June 2013. It received a response from 

Mike Penning, UK minister of state for disabled people, explaining the actions being taken etc etc etc….. 

However it was when chasing a comment from the HSE that we were made aware that the whole point 

of an HSE investigation is not to produce a report telling us what and why it happened, but to “determine 

whether there has been a criminal breach of a law and as a result whether enforcement action is 

necessary.” 

We thought, along with most of the industry, that the HSE was supposed to publish its findings when 

investigating a serious accident, so that we all might learn and improve. Instead it seems the HSE 

believes it is a second police force, rather than an agency with a charter to improve safety at work. 

If that is so then we need an alternative ‘reputable organisation’ like the Civil Aviation Authority that 

produces accurate investigation reports quickly and lets the industry get on with its business, rather than 

keeping it in limbo - in some cases for years.

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and prosperous 2014

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone stating  

if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net

c&a
comment

Editorial team
Mark Darwin - Editor
Edward Darwin - Assistant editor
editor@vertikal.net 

Associate editors
Rüdiger Kopf (Freiburg)
Alexander Ochs (Freiburg)
Leigh Sparrow 

Sales & customer support
Pam Penny
Clare Engelke 
Karlheinz Kopp

Production/Administration
Nicole Engesser

Subscriptions
Lee Sparrow

Publisher
Leigh Sparrow

Advertising sales
uK based 
Pam Penny   pp@vertikal.net
Tel:+44 (0)7917 155657
Clare Engelke   ce@vertikal.net 
Tel:+44 (0)7989 970862
Germany based
Karlheinz Kopp   khk@vertikal.net 
Tel:+49 (0)761 89786615

italy
Fabio Potestà, 
Mediapoint,
Corte Lambruschini,
Corso Buenos Aires 8, V Piano-Interno 7,
I-16129 Genova, Italy
Tel: 010 570 4948 Fax: 010 553 0088
email: mediapointsrl.it

the Vertikal Press
PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY, UK
Tel:+44(0)8448 155900  
Fax:+44(0)1295 768223
email: info@vertikal.net
web: www.vertikal.net

Vertikal Verlag
Sundgauallee 15, D-79114,
Freiburg, Germany
Tel: 0761 8978660 Fax: 0761 8866814
email: info@vertikal.net
web: www.vertikal.net

M e M b e r S  o f :

ISSN: 1467-0852
© Copyright The Vertikal Press Limited 2013


