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introductions.

The next issue of Cranes & Access scheduled for the end of March will feature a review of
Conexpo 2014 in Las Vegas, as well as featuring Scissor lifts, Mid-range telescopic cranes and
Remote controls. If you have any contributions or suggestions, please contact our editorial team.

Everyone is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its

whole life believing that it is stupid.

Albert Einstein
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IPAF Approved Training Centres train more
than 100,000 operators every year in the safe

and effective use of powered access platforms.

The IPAF PAL Card is recognised worldwide
across industries as proof that your operators
have been trained to the highest safety
standards and meet all legal requirements.

you need one of these.

Find an IPAF approved
training centre at
www.ipaf.org
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‘“ﬁ It's good to share...

Regular readers will know that we are firm believers in sharing
information - both imparting and receiving - which we feel will
benefit the industry as a whole. We often have a pop at various
companies and government departments (the HSE in particular)
for their lack of sharing basic information, particularly following
an incident - information that would highlight or shed light on a
particular problem or practise hopefully preventing others from having a similar or worse fate.

We are also saddened when information is not shared, acted on or is ignored.

A recent incident involved a man being dragged to his watery grave because he was wearing

a harness and lanyard while working in a self-propelled boom lift over water. The boom slid off

a barge taking him six metres under. Ever since IPAF began campaigning for the wearing of
harnesses with lanyards, while using boom lifts, there has been the caveat “except over water”.
While this information has been widely shared it obviously did not get to at least two people on a
site in Waco, Texas. Worse than that they may have been subject to a ‘100 percent tie-off ruling
that some sites insist on whenever working above ground - with the risk of being fired if caught

disobeying.

This inclination by main contractors to issue black and white decrees to employees and
sub-contractors or prematurely issue wide ranging equipment safety bulletins is of course done
with the very best of intentions. And in the end we could use faster, more decisive action rather
than long winded inconclusive investigations. But in many cases the implications of wide-ranging
or knee-jerk edicts can be totally counter-productive. Having a strong clear and unified industry
position on key issues, such as when and when not to wear harnesses (e.g. not over water or in
a regular scissor lift) for example can help enormously. When faced with contradictions or a lack

of clarity, contractors will make up their own rules.

A positive example of sharing information is IPAF’s accident reporting project. Although still at an
early stage it is showing great promise as an increasing number of powered access accidents
are logged, and the ‘keep it quiet, and ‘sweep it under the carpet brigade’ begin to understand
the benefits of sharing such information - whether there have been injuries or not. As Albert
Einstein once said “Learning is experience. Everything else is just information”. Through training
and the correct information let us avoid having to learn the hard way and advance the industry

as one.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone stating
if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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