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The changes to the rules will
come into force in April 2007, 
following the publication of a
Treasury Order and a Partial
Regulatory Impact Assessment
report, which is likely to include
further input from industry 
associations. In the meantime
the debate and subsequent 
verdict, has highlighted the fact
that there has been some 
confusion when it comes to van
mounted lifts that is not related
to the planned rule changes. 
The following is an overview of
the current situation for vehicle
mounted lifts and the rules 
which will apply from April 2007:

The new arrangements will certainly
clear up an anomaly that has led 
to some confusion regarding van
mounted lifts. The Revenue and
Customs are clear that van mounted
aerial lifts are primarily a transport
vehicle with a lift added as an
accessory and as such cannot be
classified as a crane and must
therefore use tax paid white diesel.
There is currently a special 
dispensation for those van mounts
that are dedicated solely to street
lighting duties, allowing them to

use red diesel. This dispensation
will expire in April 2007. 

Chassis mounted lifts under 3.5
tonnes are currently considered to
fall into the truck mounted category
and thus classified as a crane and
therefore entitled to use red diesel.
From April 2007 however, they 
will clearly fall into the vehicle
mounted lifts under 3.5 tonnes 
category and will only be able to
use white diesel. 

The UK revenue and customs
inspectors have been calling on
manufacturers and owners of van
mounted lifts in recent weeks. 
A number of owners have been
found using red diesel in the belief
that as vehicle mounted lifts they
are legally entitled to do so. The
rules though state that even if they
are dedicated strictly to aerial lift
work, unless they are used solely
on street lighting, they are not
exempted and are not entitled to
use red diesel. 

The confusion arises from the 
wording of the verdict given down
by the high court in the February
2000 case brought by Nationwide
and PTP. The verdict gave most 
vehicle mounted lifts the right to 

use cheap rebated diesel. “Truck
mounted boom type platforms with
lifting eyes” was the exact wording.
Then in August 2000 a clarification
probably contributed to any 
misunderstandings there might
have been. It permitted van 
mounted platforms used "solely for
the purpose of installing and repairing
street-lighting" to be categorised as
road construction vehicles and thus
entitled to use red diesel. As if this
was not enough, the situation has
been compounded by some van
mounted manufacturers and rental
companies informing their customers
that they were entitled to use red
diesel in their van mounted platforms. 

Those companies that have been
caught doing so face fines of £250,
100% reclamation of back tax and
possible confiscation of the vehicle.
Whether the Revenue will take
such a harsh stance, given the 
honest confusion that seems to
exist, time will tell. 

So who can use

cheap diesel
in the UK?

Category of vehicle Situation Today From April 2007

Truck mounted aerial lifts up to 3.5 tonnes: Classified as a crane use red diesel Must use white diesel

Truck mounted aerial lifts over 3.5 tonnes:  Classified as a crane use red diesel Classified as a crane use red diesel

Van mounted aerial lifts - General use: Road vehicle, must use white diesel  Must use white diesel

Van mounted aerial lifts dedicated to street lighting Special dispensation, use red Diesel  Must use white diesel

Van mounted aerial lifts over 3.5 tonnes * Must use white diesel Classified as a crane use red diesel

*May qualify for alternative licence depending on application

Who may 
use Red 
Diesel

C&A 
GUIDE TO

TODAY ■  AFTER 04/07 ■✖✔

TODAY ■  AFTER 04/07 ■✖✖

Van mounts under 3.5t
Van mounts soley for street lighting

All other van mounts

TODAY ■  AFTER 04/07 ■

Truck mount under 3.5t

✖✔

TODAY ■  AFTER 04/07 ■✔✔

TODAY ■  AFTER 04/07 ■✔✔

Truck mounts over 3.5t

All Cranes

The UK budget has come and gone and both the crane and access industries 
can be proud that their representative bodies have proved their worth and 
won what looked at times to be a hopeless cause. The UK treasury showed 
that it is truly prepared to listen to arguments and when justified change its 
view. The new rules maintain the exemption for cranes and specifically include 
vehicle mounted aerial lifts over 3.5 tonnes Gross Weight, along with concrete 
pumps. Any vehicle mounted lift under 3.5 tonnes will no longer be permitted to 
use red diesel, regardless of its construction or application. 

Sources for further information: 
IPAF web site

www.ipaf.org/news19.htm
CPA web site 

www.cpa.uk.net 
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