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IPAF has published safety tips for the use of aerial work platforms in 
tree cutting to ensure that operators work safely at height.

Powered access 
in tree care

PAL Card and CSCS logo

Statistics from IPAF’s accident 
reporting project (www.ipaf.org/
accident) show that approximately 
one in five of all aerial lift related 
fatalities involve tree care workers. 
Yet they are one of the safest means 
for temporary work at height, 
provided that a risk assessment 
is done, managers and operators 
are properly qualified, trained and 
familiarised, equipment is inspected 

and maintained, and safe use 
procedures are followed, including 
having a rescue plan.

IPAF’s latest technical guidance 
analyses some fatal incident reports, 
draws out the lessons learned, 
and provides safety tips for trained 
operators before, during and after 
tree care work. “Whether you are a 
professional tree worker or a hobby 
gardener, if you are using a platform 

Build UK has confirmed that an IPAF qualification and valid PAL 
Card (Powered Access Licence) will continue to be accepted 
and recognised on the sites of Build UK contractors as proof 
of training in the safe use of mobile elevating work platforms 
and mast climbing work platforms.

The Construction Leadership Council 
(CLC) had agreed that from January 
2015, the industry, including trade 
associations, contractors, clients 
and government, should specify 
and promote card schemes carrying 
the Construction Skills Certification 
Scheme (CSCS) logo with no 
equivalents accepted.

The Build UK Training Standard 
published in May 2016 recognises 
that the CLC decision and card 
schemes carrying the CSCS logo 
relate to construction occupations 

only. Due to the diverse nature 
of construction projects, there 
are situations when persons may 
need access to sites to perform 
non-construction occupations or 
activities, such as drivers who are 
delivering or collecting materials. 
It is not expected that these 
individuals will hold a CSCS card.

More specifically, the Build UK 
Training Standard states: “In 
addition to a card carrying the CSCS 
logo, individuals may need to have 
undertaken supplementary training 

to operate 
specific machinery, 
plant, or tools or to carry out certain 
activities. For example a steelwork 
erector would hold a steel erector 
card issued by CSCS and if required 
to use a work platform, would also 
hold an IPAF or other relevant card 
to cover this training.”

Safe loading 
and Andy 
Access at 
Vertikal 
Days
Visitors to the IPAF stand at Vertikal 
Days were invited to walk through 
the display and to consider how 
to keep the loading and unloading 
of work platforms safe - with the 
help of posters, technical guidance 
and advice from IPAF’s experts. 
Andy Access came to life and gave 
visitors take-home safety messages.

to work at height, make sure that 
you complete formal recognised 
operator training for the correct use 
of this specialist equipment,” said 
IPAF’s Tim Whiteman.

IPAF’s guidance for the tree care 
industry is available in several 
languages and can be downloaded 
from the Publications/Technical 
Guidance section of www.ipaf.org

Brexit: IPAF 
reassures 
manufacturer 
members
The UK’s vote to leave the European 
Union will present some challenges 
to IPAF, but is expected to have 
limited effect on the way that the 
federation works in Europe’s various 
technical committees.

IPAF technical & safety executive Chris 
Wraith said: “Like the rest of the world, 
we are still assessing the impact of the 
vote, but IPAF remains committed to 
representing the best interests of its 
members across Europe and the world. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
reassure manufacturer members that 
IPAF intends to continue to work closely 
with all European organisations and will 
explore ways to maintain and improve 
their representation and influence 
regarding EU legislation and standards.”

Europlatform in Vienna
The programme is being firmed up for the Europlatform access 
rental conference in Vienna, Austria 22nd September. Attendees 
can look forward to this line-up:

Creating a culture of safety

Alice Henault - Loxam Access

Assessing the impact of online rentals

Sören W. Ladig - Klickrent

Hybrid technology and drive systems of the future

Eline Oudenbroek - Holland Lift

Trends in the design of high reach truck-mounted platforms

Rolf Kulawik and Bernhard Reinisch - Ruthmann

Preventing common platform related accidents

Dietmar Geyer - AUVA (Austrian body for worker insurance and 
occupational risk)

Europe’s rental market: Pockets of growth

Murray Pollok - International Rental News

A networking event will be held on 21 September at the Park Hyatt 
Hotel penthouse.

More details on the venue, accommodation and registration fees etc… 
at www.europlatform.info 
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