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Do you receive a hard copy?
Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of Cranes & Access?
Then register on-line now for your personal subscription. Cranes & Access: The Lifting Professional's
magazine.  www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Download complete issues
Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or 
Kran & Bühne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version 
of Adobe Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the 
issue or even have your PC read the articles out loud to you while 
winging your way across the Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on 
the Motorway!).Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Bühne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php

Do you read German?
Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Bühne, is the
magazine for you. Subscribe now to Germany's leading publication for the crane 
and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news (published in German).
www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

Have you registered for email alerts?
When major news breaks in the lifting world, be the first to hear about it ..Free!  
News bulletins by e-mail straight to your mailbox. Register for News Alerts to 
get major head line news as it happens. www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Use our on line access and lifting directory
Have you tried our on line Access and lifting directory? Direct links take you to 
supplier’s web sites with one click of the mouse, with 29 product categories and 
hundreds of the best suppliers, this is a very convenient source guide as well as 
an easy way to find a lifting company’s web site.
English guide: http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
German guide: http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php

Central European rental companies
The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane and access 
rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link below to go to 
Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to hire companies 
throughout Europe. www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter
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On the 
cover:
A Genie GS2632 owned
by Hampshire plant Ltd
of Winchester on hire
to contractors, Watson
& Haig. The narrow lift
was used to rewire a
church in Wherewell
near Andover.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published eight times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00. 
If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT: 
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php
BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details. 
Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net
Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German 
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available 
on request. 
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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Bitter and twisted

Towards the end of last year most UK

crane hirers are likely to have let out a

cheer when the Chancellor and Treasury

stated that it intends to retain the current

exemption for mobile cranes from paying

the full duty on fuel. However at the same time it stated in strong terms

that no matter what happens, it will not allow aerial work platforms to

continue to use this “rebated fuel”.

Who advises these people? Rarely has a government statement appeared

so transparently vindictive and nasty. Clearly the strong CPA crane hire

lobby has done a good job in changing the Treasury’s mind for cranes or

perhaps it has just flushed out an underlying reason behind the attempt

to remove the exemption?

Anyone who knows the history will understand that the Treasury,

along with HM Customs and Revenue, were seeking revenge for the defeat

they suffered in the courts at the hands of Nationwide and PTP. These two

firms, along with IPAF, managed to have truck-mounted aerial lifts’ right to

use the rebated fuel, re-instated. 

British government from local councils to the Treasury, passionately detest

being trumped by the common man. They have an arrogance rarely seen

elsewhere and are happy to squander millions of taxpayers’ pounds fighting

any mere mortal who dares to question their decisions, no matter how

misguided they may be. They fail to understand or accept the true meaning

of the term “public servant”.

There are several views on the use of rebated fuel in road-going construction

equipment, such as cranes and truck-mounted aerial lifts, with merit on both

sides of the debate. A clear case can be made to end it and a case can be

made to maintain it. The one thing that cannot be defended is that mobile

cranes and truck mounted aerial lifts should be treated differently! 

It strikes us that the Treasury risks setting itself up for a further defeat,

unless it believes that in a challenge, the courts will uphold the withdrawal

of rebated fuel for lifts and rule that it is unfair to treat cranes differently.

Thus opening the way to end it for cranes.

Perhaps the Treasury could better employ its time in banning the production

of high-sulphur red diesel (initially on road vehicles and then on all vehicles)

insisting that the oil industry introduce low-sulphur red diesel far sooner

than is currently planned.

Please do email, fax, write or call and give us your views on this issue.

Leigh W Sparrow
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