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SiIOPS® secondary guarding, our machines
are the safe and efficient choice.

Call
01908 223456

For more information on _the Nifty range, to book your free
or to arrange a free on-site demonstration, Seronstiation
please call 01908 223456, or visit our website. |
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The next issue of Cranes & Access scheduled for mid-February will feature: All Terrain cranes,
Electric/hybrid scissors, the main Conexpo preview and Mastclimbers and hoists. If you have
any contributions or suggestions or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact our

editorial or sales teams.
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All set for a crowded market

For several years now we have wondered why the major
construction equipment manufacturers have shied away from the
crane, aerial lift and 360 degree telehandler markets.

Unlike most other equipment, crane and aerial lift product lines are
very wide with little overlap between each model or family. When
asked, the construction manufacturers reply along the lines - “there
are not enough global sales for a particular model or type to justify
the investment, given that there are already many specialist manufacturers in those sectors’.

This reticence did not stop the multitude of manufacturers wading into the mini excavator and skid
steer markets from the 1990s onwards, many with no hope of achieving even a one percent share of
the market. Today there must still be at least 30 manufacturers chasing sales in a sector dominated
by four or five companies.

But there appears to be change in the air...

The aerial work platform market has finally come of age and is perhaps now interesting and large
enough to warrant general equipment manufacturers taking a new look at the sector?

At Bauma China the one very noticeable trend was that crane makers and other construction
equipment suppliers are looking seriously at the access sector, in some cases showing a full ‘pop-up’
product range. The most notable among them was government-owned XCMG with boom lifts up to
98ft and a full line of electric scissor lifts. Sany also showed several units, including four slab electric
scissor lifts badged as Sany Palfinger.

Rumours have been rife for months that other major mainline construction equipment manufacturers
- producing earthmoving equipment such as backhoe loaders, excavators and dump trucks - will be
launching aerial lift product lines in the coming months.

But why now?

Well many general equipment manufacturers have suffered from lower global sales particularly in
general muckshifting applications just as Chinese competition intensifies and may be looking at ways
to maintain revenues? Certainly, global sales projections for access equipment are on the up in what
is globally still a young developing market. But will a major influx of manufacturers which do not fully
understand the market simply create a price war? Or will they stimulate new ideas, material usage
and production techniques which could improve the market?

Against this trend, Terex - the one global company that was involved in earthmoving to lifting -
is reverting to three strong specialist divisions - cranes, access and materials processing - after years
of trying to be all things to all contractors, now preferring to be a master in more specialist markets.

Time will tell which companies got it right but for now it will be interesting to watch how it all
plays out.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone stating
if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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