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TOWERS

Towers take centre stage

The PASMA Tower Safety Week 2016 - which ran from 14th to the 18th
November - was the most successful and best supported event yet. The

campaign took as its theme Working well with towers.

The aim of the annual initiative is

to improve height safety, develop
industry knowledge and skills, and
connect with a wide range of tower
using industries - from construction
and maintenance to facilities
management and retail. Throughout
Tower Safety Week - now in its
fifth year - tower users everywhere

for tower safety. PASMA members,
their customers and industry at
large also celebrated the versatility
of towers and their increasing use

in a wide range of different and
challenging applications. PASMA's
marketing and communications
officer, Gary Chudleigh said: “Tower
Week is dedicated to keeping people

were asked to show their support safe when working at height. It turns

Cad PASMA focus

the spotlight on towers and provides
a unique opportunity to inform and
educate both existing and potential
users.”

Tower Week was supported by

Hire Association Europe (HAE)
which added: “Training and skills

is an essential message being
communicated to all through this
excellent campaign which promotes
safe access when working at height.
PASMA put in a tremendous effort
to keep people safe.” Resources for
2016 included new infographics,
updated fact packs and the return

of old favourites such as the High
Tower Challenge and the See a
tower, take a selfie! competition,
aptly re-named Tower selfie GO! for
2016. Also new were CPD Instructor
Open Days.

CPD Instructor Open Days

CPD Instructor Days were organised across the country to augment and
update the skills and competence of PASMA instructors. Held at the
premises of PASMA manufacturing members, these were designed to keep
instructors abreast of the latest developments in tower technology, design
and safety. Amongst those taking part were Aluminium Scaffold Towers,
Euro Towers, Instant Upright, Lyte Towers and Ladders, Pop Up Products,
Turner Access, UTS Sales & Repairs and Youngman/WernerCo.

High Tower Challenge

A group of PASMA members signed up for the High Tower Challenge.
Using the figures they supplied, PASMA worked out the total height of
all the towers assembled over the course of the week and compared it
with famous landmarks - almost reaching the top of Mount Olympus. For
every metre assembled the association donated £1 to charity.

Tower Master Award

This novel challenge invited
people to take and submit
photographs of as many different
types and configurations of
towers as possible. The winner

~ was Richard Chapman of HCS
Safety who submitted six images
covering everything from standard
; 3T and AGR units to towers on
stairs and low-level podium steps.
This part of Tower Week helped
provide the association with a
snapshot of national tower use -
both good and bad - with a view
to helping it shape future safety
led campaigns, training and user
guidance.

HCS winner

Tower Week
Infographics

Specifically produced for PASMA Tower
Safety Week, a set of infographics were
used to explain and highlight the two
approved methods for assembling and
dismantling towers - ‘through the trap’
(3T) and “advanced guardrail’ (AGR) -
the importance of tower training, and
the need to properly inspect and record
the condition of a mobile access tower
in accordance with the Work at Height
Regulations. Throughout the campaign,
again using simple infographics, the
association continued to warn of the
dangers of using incomplete and unsafe
tower scaffolds that do not comply with
European tower standard EN 1004.
This follows in the wake of PASMA's
and HSE's concern about the number of
incidents involving the use

of sub-standard, poorly constructed
and, in some cases, downright

IF YOU INSPECT AND RECORD...

BEFORE USE

dangerous towers.

The PASMA website www.pasma.
co.uk also provided a huge range
of information and resources
focusing on safety and best
practice - posters, pocket cards,
inspection records, and, of course,
the PASMA Code of Practice.

Ending on a high

Significantly, PASMA Tower Week culminated, not in the UK, but in
Dubai where the association sponsored the first ever one-day Middle
East conference dedicated entirely to the safe and productive use of
mobile access towers. Attended by more than 120 delegates, the event
included presentations, panel discussions and practical demonstrations.

For details of PASMA
standards, guidance and
training, including free
PocketCards and posters,
visit: www.pasma.co.uk
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