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The next issue of Cranes & Access scheduled for mid-July will feature the Annual UK/Ireland  
Dealer Guide, City/small All Terrain cranes, Pick & carry cranes/material handling, Low 

level & Industrial access and Rental/Hire software management systems. If you have any 
contributions or suggestions or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact our 

editorial or sales teams.

Vertikal Days 
review 41

The first Vertikal Days to be held at 
Silverstone - located inside the Formula 

One track - was a resounding success! We 
provide an extended 

review of some of the 
show highlights.

Apex review 53
Amsterdam in the spring may not have 

been every exhibitors dream given the close 
proximity to other major shows and a public 

holiday, but the turnout and new product 
launches made Apex 2017 better than  

some anticipated.
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For users & buyers of lifting equipment

The right machine for the job

For as long as I have been with Cranes & Access we have advocated 

the use of the ‘right machine for the job’. Over the years this has 

meant encouraging the use of aerial work platforms rather than a 

suspended man basket or a basket on a fork lift - unless they are the 

only method of carrying out the work.

This month’s issue features telehandlers and in particular the largest 

currently available - Magni’s 46 metre RTH 6.46. The fact that 

Magni has managed to produce such a machine at this stage of its 

development is a credit to the design and manufacturing skills of Riccardo Magni. However, as we all 

know these large 360 degree telehandlers are generally used as substitutes for a crane or aerial lift. 

Given our stance on using the ‘right’ machine for the job, is this correct?

As the saying goes ‘there are more ways than one to skin a cat’ and it would be wrong to condemn 

a machine that can easily and safely carry out a particular task just because it is different - after all 

not so long ago powered access and spider cranes would have fallen into that category. From an 

equipment point of view there is nothing wrong with 360 degree telehandlers carrying out lifts or 

pick & carrying suspended loads. Where there may be an issue is the different treatment they tend to 

receive compared to a crane in terms of lift planning, application of regulations and on-site paperwork 

requirements. 

This is most likely due to the fact that over the years safety officers and industry associations have 

introduced rules for cranes following specific incidents. The telehandler on the other hand began 

life as a glorified fork lift, developing into a jack of all trades and one of the most popular pieces of 

equipment on site. With shorter booms and a more forgiving nature they do not attract the same 

attention as cranes. However over time, telehandlers have become larger, more powerful and more 

sophisticated. And yet even the largest 360 degree models are treated in the same way as the 

average site telehandler, although they are totally different beasts.

Magni’s 46 metre unit is roughly equivalent in performance terms to a 30 tonne Rough Terrain or 

City crane, so from an operational point of view shouldn’t it be treated as a crane? Or perhaps small 

cranes like these need to be treated more like telehandlers? Discrepancies like this eventually lead to 

the greater use of the equipment that is easier or cheaper to buy or rent, rather than because it is the 

right machine for the job.

The big 360 degree telehandler is a marvellously versatile piece of equipment but it should be chosen 

because of what it can do, not because it attracts less paperwork and scrutiny.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone stating  

if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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