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HA26 RTJ PRO

BUILDING ON SUCCESS of HA1E range and HA20 range.
With the best working envelop and its exclusive 350kg load capacity, the 26m articulating boam is the machine you expected.
Cur latest innovations in terms of salety and return on investment are ahout to become your new standard:

= NEW Haulotte ACTIV'Lighting System for easy and safe loading and unloading procedures
> NEW generation of Haulotte ACTIV'Shield Bar to prevent crushing risks and protect operalors

= NEW Haulotte Stop Emission System that automatically stops and restarts the engine
= NEW Haulotte ACTIV'Screen with on-board diagnostic system 1o supparl users in mamignance operations
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In the next C&A

The next issue of Cranes & Access
scheduled for mid-October will feature
Outrigger mats, pads and temporary
roadways, Access & lifting for Arborists,
Self-propelled boom lifts and Mobile
self-erecting tower cranes. If you have

any contributions or suggestions or are
interested in advertising in this issue,
please contact our editorial or sales teams.

cranes Subscribe today - the only way to guarantee
gaccess your copy www.vertikal.net/en/subscriptions
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IPAF Approved Training Centres train
more than 150,000 operators every year
in the safe and effective use of powered
access platforms.

The IPAF PAL Card is recognised worldwide
across industries as proof that your operators
have been trained to the highest safety
standards and meet all legal requirements.

The world authority
in powered access

Find an IPAF approved
training centre at
www.ipaf.org
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It's an ill wind

As | sit down to write this comment, Aileen, the first named UK storm
of the year, is battering parts of Britain with wind gusting to 75mph
and rainfall of up to 40mm. But we are lucky in the UK with our
weather. We have a ‘temperate’ climate - not too hot, not to cold, not
too many floods and no major earthquakes or volcanic eruptions etc.

Even our storms are ‘temperate’ unlike many other regions, such

as the countries around the South China Sea which have been
experiencing a spate of typhoons over the past month or the
Caribbean and southern states of America currently being ravaged by the category 5 Hurricane Irma
with winds up to 185mph.

Despite this | for one am more aware of the greater extremes of the weather over the past 30 years.
Warmer summers, colder winters, more violent storms and a merging of the seasons. But what has
all this got to do with cranes and access?

Working in the wind is not only difficult but can be very dangerous. Outdoor working in aerial work
platforms is limited to 12.5 metres a second, as are lifting operations for cranes (although for large
surface area items such as wind turbine blades this is reduced to around 10m/s). Hurricane Irma at
its peak generated speeds of almost 83 metres a second which exceeds the out of service design
capability of tower cranes.

We have all seen the videos of tower crane jibs weathervaning - as they are designed to - during
high winds. However the huge forces of the more recent tornadoes and hurricanes, which sends
jibs spinning and causing extreme tower flexing must surely have a significant effect on the cranes
structure and foundation? Three tower cranes were brought down in southern Florida by Irma, but
what of the 40 to 50 cranes left standing?

With insufficient time to bring cranes down in advance of a storm, all that can be done is to ensure
the weathervaning function is working correctly and jibs of luffers lowered to optimum angles.
However once the storms pass it is an almost impossible challenge to properly inspect and test the
whole crane structure and foundations, with damage hard to detect with the naked eye.

However the damage and disruption caused by these increasingly violent storms also has a positive
aspect, bringing additional ‘windfall’ business for the rental industry. Ashtead, owner of Sunbelt
Rentals in the US and A-Plant in the UK has just posted a strong first quarter and identified that the
hurricane season has already generated significant activity, even before the effect of Hurricanes
Harvey and Irma on the business.

Every cloud has a silver lining...

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone stating

if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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