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The next issue of Cranes & Access 
scheduled for mid-September will include 
the annual Top 30 UK/Irish rental company 
guide, along with features on Spider and 
mini crawler cranes and Electric and hybrid 
platforms. If you have any contributions or 
suggestions to make or are interested in 
advertising in this issue, please contact our 
editorial or sales teams.

c&a
contents

On the cover:
The 14ft PS-1430 Hy-Brid Lifts slab 
scissor lift - seen working on a typical 
M&E installation - has a 6.1 metre 
working height, 304kg capacity and 
760mm deck extension. Overall  
weight is 780kg. 

17 Pick & carry cranes

27 Low level access

49 Used equipment

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published nine times a year 
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00. 
If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made  
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal 
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address 
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the  
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and 
allow 3 months for changes to be effective.
SUbScribe onLine At: 
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php
BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to 
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions 
manager for more details. 
Tel: +44 (0)8448 155900 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net
Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German  
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, 
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on 
request. 
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information 
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept 
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in 
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & 
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not 
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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For users & buyers of lifting equipment

Life is a compromise

Unless you are extraordinarily wealthy life is always a compromise.  
I am sure most of us would change a few things if money were  
no object such as the house, the car, a holiday home or two etc. 
However in the real world we have to make do with what we have  
and can afford.

In the UK a consumer magazine called Which compares products such 
as washing machines, TVs, hairdryers and cars etc... and recommends 
the ‘Best Buy’. The recommendation is rarely the very best performing 

product because it is usually too expensive and so tends to be the top ‘value for money’ item - not 
necessarily the absolute best, but something that does the job well at a good price point.

The same applies to business - and particularly the construction market - where keeping costs down 
sometimes seems more important than doing the job right - even at the cost of safety. You only have 
to look at the way some companies carry out lifting and work at height operations and try to get by 
without organising the right equipment…

Excavators, backhoe loaders and other earthmoving machines are frequently used to lift loads 
even though they are primarily designed for moving earth and digging trenches. They are clearly a 
compromise solution - less safe and not as efficient.

This month we received a copy of a Voluntary Code of Practice published by the Off-highway Plant 
and Equipment Research Centre, which aims to address the issue of poor communications between 
excavator operators and banksmen when lifting loads, by providing a set of unequivocal - and in many 
cases long established - hand signals. 

This is eminently sensible and long overdue and hopefully it will be adopted internationally to create  
a common set of signals for when excavators are used as cranes, making the process as safe  
as possible. 

But should we be encouraging the use of excavators for lifting in the first place? 

When planning any lifting operation, you should first consider what is the most appropriate machine, 
taking into account the type of lift and the duration of the task. Would the excavator be chosen if time 
and money were no object?

Excavators are mostly used for carrying out lifts relating to groundworks, such as installing drainage 
and sewer pipes etc... so it does make some sense given they are already on site and avoids the cost, 
time and hassle of renting in a crane, even though it might be safer and more efficient. 

If all precautions and procedures are taken into account when planning and carrying out lifting 
operations with excavators and the work is done safely and in accordance with your legal duties,  
then why not? Particularly if the issue of poor communication between the operator and banksman  
can be improved.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone  

stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net

c&a
comment

Editorial team
Mark Darwin - Editor
editor@vertikal.net 

Associate editors
Rüdiger Kopf (Freiburg)
Alexander Ochs (Freiburg)
Leigh Sparrow 

Reporter
Sam Pickering

Sales & customer support
Pam Penny
Clare Engelke 
Karlheinz Kopp

Production/Administration
Nicole Engesser

Subscriptions
Lee Sparrow

Publisher
Leigh Sparrow

Advertising sales
UK-based 
Pam Penny   pp@vertikal.net
Tel:+44 (0)7917 155657
Clare Engelke   ce@vertikal.net 
Tel:+44 (0)7989 970862
Germany-based
Karlheinz Kopp   khk@vertikal.net 
Tel:+49 (0)761 89786615

italy
Fabio Potestà, 
Mediapoint,
Corte Lambruschini,
Corso Buenos Aires 8, V Piano-Interno 7,
I-16129 Genova, Italy
Tel: 010 570 4948 Fax: 010 553 0088
email: mediapointsrl.it

the Vertikal Press
PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY, UK
Tel:+44(0)8448 155900  
Fax:+44(0)1295 768223
email: info@vertikal.net
web: www.vertikal.net

Vertikal Verlag
Sundgauallee 15, D-79114,
Freiburg, Germany
Tel: 0761 8978660 Fax: 0761 8866814
email: info@vertikal.net
web: www.vertikal.net

M e M b e r S  o f :

ISSN: 1467-0852
© Copyright The Vertikal Press Limited 2019

cranes    
&access




