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With the growth of online trading and modern

N ews 6 communications, it has never been easier to
search for secondhand examples
of specific cranes, aerial work
platforms or telehandlers.

Mark Darwin takes a brief look at
the state of the market and the
emerging trends.
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Life is a compromise

Unless you are extraordinarily wealthy life is always a compromise.
| am sure most of us would change a few things if money were

no object such as the house, the car, a holiday home or two etc.
However in the real world we have to make do with what we have
and can afford.

In the UK a consumer magazine called Which compares products such
as washing machines, TVs, hairdryers and cars etc... and recommends
the ‘Best Buy'. The recommendation is rarely the very best performing
product because it is usually too expensive and so tends to be the top ‘value for money’ item - not
necessarily the absolute best, but something that does the job well at a good price point.

The same applies to business - and particularly the construction market - where keeping costs down
sometimes seems more important than doing the job right - even at the cost of safety. You only have
to look at the way some companies carry out lifting and work at height operations and try to get by
without organising the right equipment...

Excavators, backhoe loaders and other earthmoving machines are frequently used to lift loads
even though they are primarily designed for moving earth and digging trenches. They are clearly a
compromise solution - less safe and not as efficient.

This month we received a copy of a Voluntary Code of Practice published by the Off-highway Plant
and Equipment Research Centre, which aims to address the issue of poor communications between
excavator operators and banksmen when lifting loads, by providing a set of unequivocal - and in many
cases long established - hand signals.

This is eminently sensible and long overdue and hopefully it will be adopted internationally to create
a common set of signals for when excavators are used as cranes, making the process as safe
as possible.

But should we be encouraging the use of excavators for lifting in the first place?

When planning any lifting operation, you should first consider what is the most appropriate machine,
taking into account the type of lift and the duration of the task. Would the excavator be chosen if time
and money were no object?

Excavators are mostly used for carrying out lifts relating to groundworks, such as installing drainage
and sewer pipes etc... so it does make some sense given they are already on site and avoids the cost,
time and hassle of renting in a crane, even though it might be safer and more efficient.

If all precautions and procedures are taken into account when planning and carrying out lifting
operations with excavators and the work is done safely and in accordance with your legal duties,
then why not? Particularly if the issue of poor communication between the operator and banksman
can be improved.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone
stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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