Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of
Cranes & Access? Then register on-line now for your personal subscription.

Cranes & Access: The UK Lifting Professional's magazine.

www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Blihne, is the
magazine for you.Subscribe now to Germany's leading independent magazine
for the crane and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news
(published in German).

www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane
and access rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link
below to go to Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to

hire companies throughout Europe.

www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter

Free! Up to the minute news from the lifting industry by e-mail straight to your
mailbox. Sign up for NewsAlerts to get head line news as it happens.You
choose which sectors are of interest to you and we make sure you only get short,

individually selected emails that are relevant to you.

www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or Kran &
Biihne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version of Adobe
Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the issue or even have
your PC read the articles out loud to you while winging your way across the
Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on the Motorway!). But, please note these are
large files of about 5Mb each.

Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Biithne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
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HAULOTTE WORLDWIDE

Because you are our priority
we lift our safety standards to the highest.

The Haulotte Group is a key player in people and material lifting
equipment. European leader and 3rd worldwide manufacturer in
aerial work platforms, Haulotte offers a full range of models to meet
your needs for any working heights.

Innovation, determination and passion ; these are the values that our
group’s progress depends on. Each new model is designed to increase your
safety, your comfort and your performance.

= A full range of aerial work platforms: more than 45 models.
= FH telehandlers range.

= Self-propelled radio activated EASY CRANE cranes range.

= Multijoh, backhoe loader with 360-degree rotation.
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on the cover:

Sussex based Southern Cranes & Access
was called upon to provide cranes and
access equipment to assemble the

massive racing car display at Goodwood.
It used its Terex Demag AC200-1
working on full main boom and two
Genie S65 self propelled

straight booms.

UK-Ireland Top 20

Alternative lifiting
and applications

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published seven times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00.

If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT:
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subsription

BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details.

Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net

Kran & Biihne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available

on request.

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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Liebherr launch telescopic crawler crane,
and announce details of its new 200 tonne
All Terrain. More boom lift deaths due to lack

of harnesses, New 26.5m-1.2m wide scissor

lift from Omega Lift. Symon and Taylor to sell
Nigg cranes, AFl launch new Resale business,
Vanson launch new mid range tower crane.
MAN sell Wolftkran, AJ buy Lloyds access,
Panther opens in Haydock.

UK-Ireland
Top 20 Hirers 17

This years Cranes & Access UK/Ireland top
20 crane, access and telehandler hire
companies is more comprehensive than ever,
we take a look at the 25 largest crane and
access hire companies in the two countries
in addition to the top 10 telehandler

rental companies.

APEX 24

We review what could be called the biggest
dedicated powered access show ever. This

years APEX event is the first on the new
three year rotation and is the first time that

the European access industry has got togeth-

er since Bauma a year and a half ago. More
new products are due to be unveiled at the
show than ever before.

Alternative Lifting
and applications 31

We round up a number of unusual lifting jobs
and solutions to tough challenges. Including
the building of the UK's first offshore wind
farm and substation which is going up in

the model of the Irish Sea. We also visit a
young inventor who thinks he has solved a
signalling challenge on a small

Staffordshire boat yard.

Vans and small

truck mounts .
36 Ry

We take a look at the UK/Ireland truck -
and van mount market, with some *
unusual applications. lan Boughton ET
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A new lease of life 42

Toby Guise a director at the Moorgate group,
discusses the changes in the 2006 UK
finance act which looks set to end an effec-
tive subsidy for finance leases for smaller
companies. It may well direct such buyers
back towards a new style of operating lease
that some bank and finance houses are
preparing to launch.

Vertikal check 46
Every year at Platformer

VertiKat .
Days our German sister

magazine Kran & Biihne carries out a side by
side specification check of a chosen type of
access equipment. This year was the turn of
20ft electric narrow aisle scissor lifts. Nine
manufacturers took part. We publish a brief
overview of the findings.

Operator training 50

Finally qualified, Editor
Leigh Sparrow finally takes
an IPAF course and qualifies
for a PAL card.
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Cranes&Access new associate editor =
visits the top three van mount m
producers in the UK and looks at i

some of their developments.
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IPAF trained
operators  piteae

worldwide in the safe and
productive use of modern
platforms - its PAL Card is
recognised everywhere as

proof of high quality

s af e training.

International safety
legislation increasingly

effective work [Etitsss

and your business relies on
[ ] ..
t h I ht the productivity of your
a e g operators. So insist on
, IPAF-training for operators
\& to get every job at height
/ ‘ Y done effectively and in
o\ complete safety.

The world authority www.ipaf.org
in powered access
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Where did summer go?

It seems to have vanished in a trice and yet

a great deal has happened since our last

issue. The relentless increase in the price

of oil for one thing. This has serious
repercussions for crane and truck-mounted
lift hire companies. One major crane owner we spoke to says that his fuel bill
is up by more than 50 per cent and, on top of this, depot electricity bills have
risen by 45 percent! As if this weren’t bad enough, it seems that crane hire

rates have softened over the summer as utilisation rates eased.

It doesn’t take a degree in economics to understand the outcome of rapidly
rising costs combined with downward pressure on rental income. How is it
that manufacturers have managed to pass on much of the increase in steel
and component costs and are, as a result, seeing some dramatically

improving results; and yet crane hire companies are suffering?

It is time for the crane hire industry to get tough on fuel, if the use of rebated
fuel, does come to an end, the failure to pass it directly on to the end user will
be disastrous. One of the problems dogging UK crane hirers is the distance
that some companies are prepared to send cranes with no extra charge.
Perhaps if the true cost of this was known on the hire desk things might
change. Perhaps it is time for a fuel surcharge that is added automatically to

the negotiated hire rate or contract lift as it does in the air travel industry.

The access rental industry is, on the other hand, seeing improving rates and
seems to be finally coming of age. As a less mature business than crane hire,
and with periods of rapid growth, sloppy practices were often disguised, so
it's good to see that the market is beginning to work. High quality operators
have prospered while rate cutters and the “over leveraged” have struggled

and, in some cases, failed.

Unfortunately some questionable but legal practices permitted by our
business administration rules have allowed some such operators to shed
liabilities and continue, without consideration of any alternatives.

Our coverage of this scandal in our last issue and on the Vertikal website
has generated a huge response, with letters and emails which we very
much appreciate but that sadly we did not have room for this time.

Our October issue is only a few weeks away so we will aim to follow

up on the subject then.

In the meantime the international access industry meets in two weeks
at APEX in Maastricht and it looks like being the best turnout in years.
We have a booth at the show and hope to see a good contingent from the

UK and Ireland. Please do stop by and say hello.

Leigh W. Sparrow

Vertikel
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