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Mavigating narrow paths and doorways can

present a challenge on the jobsite. Thanks
1o its compact design, the Snorkel S3215E
fits small spaces 1o lI_ilI':: the jon done ‘!i_'I'I:
The nimble electric slab scissor lift moves
lI".E'x!!':.-' from outdoor to indoor on l|::-:1-r|'-:-;rk-r"._1
tyres. Mow that's agility. Add to that a
generous platform capacity of 272kg
(600 Ibs.) up to a working height of 6.5m
(21 ft.), and you've got an all-star performer

sometimes it's the size that matters
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Snorkel” on +44 (0)845 1550 057
or visit www.snorkellifts.com
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An Alimak Scando 650 hoist

being erected with the help of
a loader crane for the Vertikal
Days show at Donington Park.

Slab electric scissor lifts
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In the next C&A
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The world authority
in powered access
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POWERED ACCESS LICEMCE
Till WATERSTONE
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IPAF Approved Training Centres train
maore than 150,000 operators every year
in the safe and effective use of powered
access platforms.

The IPAF PAL Card is recognised worldwide
across industries as proof that your operators
have been trained to the highest safety
standards and meet all legal requirements.

If you use one of these,

Find an IPAF approved
training centre at
www.ipaf.org
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Gadget mad

Let's face it, most of us are gadget mad. Whether it is at work or at
home we all have our tablets, smartphones, gaming machines etc.
Always scrambling for connections and power sockets for Wireless
and Bluetooth. Even those who deny it probably have an iPhone, iPad
or Fitbit. We can’t seem to escape them as they gradually take over our
lives. Go to any restaurant or pub and look at the number of people in a

one way conversation with their phone...

Even Apple recognises this with the latest i0S12 software giving users
a better understanding of how much time they spend on their device, in

order to promote digital wellbeing.
But what has this got to do with cranes and access equipment?

Well in the slab scissor lift feature in this month’s issue we cover the latest ‘tech aid’ - overhead
warning systems or secondary guarding - which looks set to become the next ‘must have’ feature that

rental companies will be obliged to install.

I am, of course, totally for anything that makes the workplace safer but is this something that is
really needed? More electronic devices that constantly beep at us? We all like product developments
and improvements - iPhone 3, 4, 5, 6, 7...etc... but for lifting equipment it also must be sensible

and practicable.

But does this latest expensive hi-tech ‘safety’ equipment really make the industry safer? Might it
instead lull the operator into a false sense of security, taking away his common sense and operator’s
instinct. It has been proved that when we drive a car with seat belts and airbags we drive faster

and more recklessly because subconsciously we think we are safer/invulnerable. Most people now
rely on sat nav but who hasn't been led literally up the garden path as we blindly follow the sat nav

instructions, no matter how absurd they are, totally suspending our natural instincts?

Surely technology should be a ‘backup’ with proper training and awareness being key to the safe
operation of the equipment. Whatever the technology, stupid people will still do stupid things which is

why training - and perhaps testing - rather than gadgets is so critical.

This technology also adds to the weight, complexity and price of the machine. | just hope the fitting of
such devices is not just another box ticking exercise or fad. | for one would rather be in total control of

what | am doing, than rely on a gadget which beeps at me when it thinks | am in some sort of danger.

But | would be lost without my sat nav!

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone
stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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