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Whether you are managing projects for construction fit-auts or refurbishments,
on a retail floor, in @ warehouse, or performing maintenance at a hotel, oil rig,
office building, exhibit hall, stadium or arena, our solutions provide an effective,
afficient, alternative to traditional methods. All of our products are bom out of
cansidering the application and worker, We provide solutions that are simple, low
maintenance, ergonomic and economic with long product life cycles.

Our Low-Level Access solutions, generally used to operate in environments up ta
a 5.5 meter working height, are recognized not only for improving safety, but also
for their simplicity, efficiency and improved operators’ ergonamics.

Check out our solutions at & www.powertowers.com
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: . Start your eLearning
I I I\I- ThE world authority PAL Card training now!
- -0rg in powered access www.ipaf.org/elearning

Certified IPAF PAL Card is proof w/gmu-d”}, updated course
of pleftfurm operator training to content based on feedback
the highest standard. from instructors and trainees

N
V[ Complies with
legal requirements

vl Global database of all valid ,
PAL Card holders I -

POWERED ACCESS LICENCE
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EXPIRY DATE

THI023024
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v [raining delivered by
highly qualified instructors

d A
=
I I,I I- v Focus on safety

& efficiency

V[ Online verification of PAL Cards: v{ Over 30 years of
www.ipaf.org/checkpal industry experience

\/ Smart technology & \/ Comprehensive range \/ Now able to carry the CSCS
fraud protected of training courses logo in the UK
\/ Courses available in \/ Used by manufacturers of \/ Reassurance: A valid PAL Card
multiple languages equipment worldwide proves the holder has passed
an approved and audited IPAF
\/ Optimal instructor-to- \/ Operator theory module can be theory and practical test within
candidate ratio taken remotely via eLearning the past five years

V[ Safe. [V{ Audited. [/ Internationally recognised.

Certified by TUY
The IPAF Powered Access Licence or PAL Card is recognised worldwide f';,fﬁ'ggf;;""'"ﬂ to
across industries as proof of platform operator training to the highest I
standard. It is issued by the International Powered Access Federation
(IPAF) to platform operators who successfully complete a training course
and pass a test at an IPAF-approved training centre. Ask for the PAL Card
as proof of operator training!

Find your nearest IPAF approved training centre at www.ipaf.org
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Masked outcomes

Over the past four months we have all faced major disruptions to our
lives, both at home and work. If you run a business you will have faced
the additional challenge of plotting a route through a crisis where little
is known and the rules change almost daily. As if this were not complex
enough, we are all having to adopt practices that would have been

inconceivable six months ago.

The attitude towards the wearing of face masks has been an enlightening and surprisingly divisive
example. In countries such as Japan and China, wearing face masks in public is not uncommon, and
considered polite if you have a cough or cold. In Europe - particularly the UK and North America - the
USA, the initial advice was not to wear one, on the grounds that the virus can pass through a mask.
It was also stressed that bacteria thrive in its damp atmosphere, posing a health risk. This was partly
intended to prevent greater shortages of masks for those working in the health and care sectors.

The advice has gradually switched to a point where masks are legally required in an increasing number
of situations, the argument has also changed so that, while a mask might not stop the virus entering it
can help stop you projecting the virus onto others, thus playing a significant role in preventing it from
spreading.

Mask wearing has become a heated, even political issue in the UK and the US, running along already
divided lines. However, the legal requirement to wear protective equipment is not a new thing. Seat
belts and crash helmets are commonplace, while most job sites require the wearing of hard hats,

protective boots and Hi-vis vests.

While these safety items are intended to protect the wearer they also protect others, a point often

missed.

Take working at height, for example. We have all taken a risk, usually at home, standing on the top rung

of a rickety step ladder or climbing onto a roof to change a bulb or cut back an overgrowing plant.

Taking such a risk once, with a healthy dose of fear and care, is one thing, but doing it routinely - as
some companies do - is like playing ‘Russian Roulette’, sooner or later the chamber will have a bullet
in it. When it does, it is not only the person taking the risk that is affected. They may land on someone
else, injuring or even killing them. They may suffer a gruesome injury as they land next to a sensitive
soul who is then traumatised for life. Most fallers also have a substantial number of dependents, from
children and partners, to a wider circle of family, friends and colleagues. All of whom will be seriously
affected.

Others, such as suppliers, if a piece of equipment is involved, or clients are all impacted.

So, remember this when wearing your mask - it's not all about you!

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone
stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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