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In the next C&A

The next issue of Cranes & Access, scheduled for late October, will include features on All
Terrain cranes, truck mounted lifts and access and lifting equipment for arborists. It will also
include our annual look at outrigger mats and spreader plates as well as a review of the latest
rental software on the market. If you have any contributions or suggestions to make, or are
interested in advertising in this issue, please contact us today.
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engines. I had no great expectations of the film, after all, I knew what

watched the film Miracle on the Hudson, the true story of the aircraft
that crash landed in the Hudson River, in New York, after losing both
happened and the entire incident was all over in just 208 seconds. I was
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proved wrong, the highlight of the film was not the crash, but the public
hearing where the incident was replicated by various flight crews in a
training simulator.
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years to complete with potential benefits lost. An example is the fatal boom lift overturn alongside the
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In comparison, even the most complex aviation accident investigations are collaborative and open, so
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testing since the early days of commercial aviation and simulators have played a role for as long as I
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training, preferring the traditional mix of theory, practical assessment and testing, as well as on the job

hangs over those involved.
that lessons can be learnt at every step of the way. Preliminary findings are shared after just 30 days,
with a final report within a year. On the rare occasion that is not possible, an interim report is issued on
the anniversary of the event each year detailing the progress.
Another area in which we could benefit from the aviation industry - which is widely recognised as
one of the safest in the world - is training. Pilots have been required to undergo intensive training and
can remember. The finances available may differ considerably, but the challenges, risks and concerns
are the same.
While some of the latest simulators are impressive, I have, until now, been sceptical of Virtual Reality
training, leading to the allocation of a simple starter machine, before graduating to larger more complex
models as an operator proves himself.
The only downside to this method is that being taught to do something right is not much help when
things go wrong. That is where VR can really come into its own. The ability to carry out high risk
training without the risks - the ability to make mistakes without endangering anyone.
It seems that we are prepared to accept frequent crane and lift accidents as long as they are not all fatal

MemberS of:

and yet a city centre tower crane collapse can end the lives of innocent bystanders, who unlike those
flying, they did not choose to take a small risk. VR training could well help along with a change in how
investigations are conducted.
Surely it is time things finally changed.
Leigh Sparrow
Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone
stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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