Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of
Cranes & Access? Then register on-line now for your personal subscription.

Cranes & Access: The UK Lifting Professional's magazine.

www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Blihne, is the
magazine for you.Subscribe now to Germany's leading independent magazine
for the crane and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news
(published in German).

www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane
and access rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link
below to go to Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to

hire companies throughout Europe.

www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter

Free! Up to the minute news from the lifting industry by e-mail straight to your
mailbox. Sign up for NewsAlerts to get head line news as it happens.You
choose which sectors are of interest to you and we make sure you only get short,

individually selected emails that are relevant to you.

www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or Kran &
Biihne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version of Adobe
Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the issue or even have
your PC read the articles out loud to you while winging your way across the
Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on the Motorway!). But, please note these are
large files of about 5Mb each.

Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Biithne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
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- SED 2005

We’_re makin_g It a
. moving experience!

HIAB Ltd will be at SED 2005, with a range bigger
and better than ever before — but there’'s more...

1 3 = —

WIN £100! Could you be the UK’s most skillful remote control
loader crane operator? Come and put yourself to the test —in
the QIHIAB & Vertikal CHALLENGE! Taking place at SED 2005.

Come and join other professionals as we try to find the best of the  » Be part of HIAB's most moving experience!
b_€§t in the industry. _ > Daily £100 cash prize and engraved trophy in the Vertikal Challenge
Visit stand number 5C (Cranes and Access Village) between 10am 5 gegt your accuracy, speed and precision to be the best of the best

and 3 pm each day of the show — 17,18,19 May 2005 where HIAB's ,
Vertikal Challenge is sure to pull in the crowds. > Put the Wor_ld s most advance remote controlled lorry loader cranes
through their paces

The competition will be co-hosted by Vertikal Press, the publishers N he wid  orod

of Cranes & Access Magazine, who as joint sponsors of the See the widest range of products
Challenge will be awarding £100 cash prize to the winning > Be part of the SED experience 2005

competitor every day. > See us on stand number 5C, Avenue O (Cranes and Access Village)

(3 HIAB [ MULTILIFT (<3 JONSERED [ LOGLIFT

Hiab Ltd. Cargotec Industrial Park, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 9JW Tel: 01691 623100 Fax: 01691 623022 Internet: www.hiab.co.uk



on the cover:

Cranes Services of Osset in West Yorkshire, sent
two big All Terrain cranes into a housing estate last
march with less than 18 hours notice to carry out

a complex contract lift rescuing an overturned
excavator, for more details see page 19.

All Terrains are the subject of this months
crane feature page 15.

News - Takashi Ishida is to step down
7 as President of Kobelco Cranes

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published seven times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00.

If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT:
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subsription
BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to

take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details.

Tel: 01295 768340 Fax: 0 1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net

Kran & Biihne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a german
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available

on request.

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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Denka and Falck Schmidt merge; Rebuilds and refurbishment of 10 year old
New telescopic crawler from Hitachi; aerial lifts has become all the rage in the
Kobelco/Manitowoc agreement extended; ~ USA, it has always been a factor in the crane
Mitie fined for lack of training. industry. We look at some of the work going
on and products available.

All Terrain
C 15 for the record 34
ranes What are the requirements in terms of
Most mobile cranes sold in the UK today are overload devices for small tower cranes,
All Terrains, the latest spate of new product we sort the fact from the fiction.

takes the “taxi crane” concept firmly up in
to the 100 to 130 tonne bracket.

IPAF Focus/
summit 35

In addition to our regular IPAF focus page
we have a special three page preview on the
IPAF summit, which this year ties into SED
with an evening dinner in place
of the usual lunch.

Self Propelled
Straight booms 207/

The straight boom is not as popular here as
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yet for many
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offers many
advantages.
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Platform operators who
aren’t carrying the bright yellow
PAL Card stand a strong chance of being
unable to work - they may be red-carded off the site.

IPAF’s PAL Card is the accepted proof of high quality training
throughout all industries that rely on powered access.

Pressure to improve safety when working at height comes from
industry’s recognition of the high cost of accidents, EU Directives and
national regulations as well as legislation. Today’s operators really do
have to be properly trained.

That more than 170,000 of them already rely on the PAL Card to
prove they have this training is its strongest endorsement.

Some 200 more request training through the 1PAF Scheme every
working day.

The result is not just safer working. Well trained operators work
productively as well as safely.

Whether you are a training provider or your workers use platforms,
the yellow card standard is the one that will stop you seeing red through
losing business because someone won’t accept an operator’s card.

If you don’t have our yellow card,

watch out for the red

g

’ Accepted on
MCG sites

IPAF’s platform operator training and its
distinctive PAL Card are recognised
internationally.

The Card is awarded only to those who
successfully complete the course and
the final assessment.

For details of your nearest 1PAF Training
Centre, how to become an 1PAF Training
Centre, how to join IPAF or simply to find

The world authority
in powered access

out how 1PAF can help your business,
call +44 (0)15395 62444
fax +44 (0)15395 64686

or email info@ipaf.org

WWW.ipaf.org  1PAR, Bridge End Business Park,

Milnthorpe, LA7 7RH, UK

Also in Switzerland, Germany, Italy and USA

%ﬁﬁ 16 May Whittlebury Hall, Towcester, Nr Milton Keynes g

Do your homework for the Work at Height Regulations. Tickets from Jean Harrison at above address.
See 1PAF at SED Milton Keynes, May 17-19. Stand 344, Avenue P in the Cranes & Access Village.
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Change is in the air
In both the Crane, Aerial and
Telehandler markets, | sense one

of those calm'’s before the storm.
Most manufacturers are sitting on
large order books which is giving
confidence to raise prices while
providing time to consider long term strategies.

Lack of off the shelf availability is causing rental companies to
raise prices in order to improve returns from existing fleets and
forcing them to plan ahead in terms of capital expenditure.

The likely end to the use of tax free red diesel will also change
the face of the UK crane hire industry causing companies to
really think twice before sending cranes half way across the
country for a short term job, no bad thing in some eyes.

The new Work At Height Regulations came in this month,

while not really changing existing requirements, they will focus
everyone on what they should already be doing and cause huge
changes in the way many everyday jobs are carried out.

The recent Conexpo show was notable by the absence of any
significant news or developments as well as the shortage of
truly new products. Manufacturers seemed quite content with
this state of affairs making no attempt to create the impression
of novelty.

| predict that this period will not last long, the navel gazing will
produce action plans which will be spurred on by improving
cash flows as commaodity prices ease and price increases come
into full effect.

Changes will include a return to mergers and acquisitions,
changes in market leadership positions, in terms of both
manufacturing and rental companies and we hope, new products
and new ideas. Note how fast the rebuild and refurbishment
trend has taken off in the North American aerial lift market,

it shows how quickly new ideas can take off in these days of
high speed communications.

The publishing business is no exception to change, particularly
in the specialist field, here at the Vertikal Press we are relocating
our UK base to the midlands and recruiting a new editor.

In the meantime | will attempt to fill the role with the support

of our German editorial team and a number of eminent
contributing editors.

The next 12 months (and next few years) will provide
opportunities galore for those who are paying attention and
are ready to act. It is times like this that make the bottom
of the cycle worth enduring.

Leigh W. Sparrow

Vertikel

net
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