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Outrigger Mats

The only handleable interlocking aluminium outrigger mat system in the world.
Strong. Safe. Sustainable.

There is no suitable alternative
l(—{-)l Interlocking design enables bi-directional load spread
Manufactured from recycled certified extruded aluminium modules

Light enough for two people to safely carry and set up

e G

Fully load tested up to 1800 tonnes / m*
£=—p
DI Stanclard mat sizes from 0.67m? to B.41m?

i Designed for crane outriggers, MEWPS & scaffolding

‘:_;% Small enough to fit in a van

To view and download our ALIMATS® datasheet, specifications i

|
and drawings, please go to Iq brsh construction
brilliantideasitd.co.uk/alimats (B FINALIST Q0|

Get in touch to find out more

T. 01335 345111 E. enquiries@brilliantideasitd.couk W. brillantideasltd.co.uk
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Promoting the safe and effective
use of powered access

IPAF,

GET YOUR PAL CARD
ON YOUR PHONE!

WITH IPAF’'S NEW APP

PAL

POWERED ACCESS LICENCE

www.ipaf.org/ePAL

TIM WATERSTONE |
OF/0%22538
ASSESSED ﬁ \
01/02/201% ==
ikl - = Free to download
= « For all PAL Card holders
: - « Digital wallet for IPAF
I I I = / licences & qualifications
« Digital logbook
: « Show & share
‘ your credentials
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el:ls I - « Convenient
- :

29702/ 2024
« Best practice tips & advice

DOWNLOAD NOW
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Time to reset

As we career towards the end of the year there is a sense of Déja vu...
here in the UK the political news is full of Christmas Party stories. We held
our last company get together in Christmas 2019 when our German and UK
teams met up in Cambridge. Last year we should have been in Germany,
but we obeyed the rules and called it off.

Since then, we have had an eventful 12 months and Vertikal Days 2020 was finally held in autumn
2021. Thankfully incredible weather helped make it a major success for which we are very grateful.
However our German colleagues were unable to attend and once again we have decided to postpone
our Christmas meet up. Maybe this time next year it will be third time lucky?

Given the global problems, the lifting industry is having a strange old time. Order books have rarely been
fatter, but manufacturers are battling with supply chain issues to keep their plants working efficiently.
Challenging yes, but a much more positive problem than what we all faced in April 2020.

Rental companies - particularly those that employ operators as well as drivers - are facing greater
challenges. Equipment is costing substantially more - when you can get it - along with fuel, all manner
of supplies and in several countries severe staff shortages as operator/drivers are lured away like star
football players, causing substantial upward pressure on pay and recruitment costs.

However, while it may look a bit grim at times, | sense an opportunity to overcome some long-term
issues and if so, we may well look back at this period as transformational?

For example, the cost and availability of new or used equipment is raising the bar to entry, while
escalating costs are forcing everyone to take a serious look at their pricing policies. In the UK not only
are companies facing higher fuel costs from increasing oil prices, but next April the government is
withdrawing the use of lower taxed red diesel from construction. | have already heard more than

one company say rates have to go up and that they would rather sit a crane in the yard than accept

a silly price.

We have heard all this before, of course, but this time more companies appear serious, and some are
angry. After all, contractors are facing price hikes of 50 percent or more for some materials, which
they have to pay, and then they pass on the price hikes to their clients. Yet these same contractors will
fight with a rental company over a few pounds on a rate for a machine that can cost the best part of a
million. Why? Most likely ‘because they can’ and ‘that is the way it has always been’. The crane and
aerial lift rental industry has lacked the discipline in the past to charge a fair price and make it stick.
Let’s hope this time is different.

We are currently working on our annual rental rate survey, so please do send us your thoughts.
The results will be published in the next issue. And finally, let me wish you a happy, healthy and
prosperous year in 2022, and a wonderful holiday season and if you are holding a party ....

Leigh Sparrow

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone
stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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