Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of
Cranes & Access? Then register on-line now for your personal subscription.

Cranes & Access: The UK Lifting Professional's magazine.

www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Blihne, is the
magazine for you.Subscribe now to Germany's leading independent magazine
for the crane and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news
(published in German).

www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane
and access rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link
below to go to Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to

hire companies throughout Europe.

www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter

Free! Up to the minute news from the lifting industry by e-mail straight to your
mailbox. Sign up for NewsAlerts to get head line news as it happens.You
choose which sectors are of interest to you and we make sure you only get short,

individually selected emails that are relevant to you.

www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or Kran &
Biihne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version of Adobe
Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the issue or even have
your PC read the articles out loud to you while winging your way across the
Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on the Motorway!). But, please note these are
large files of about 5Mb each.

Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Biithne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
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Battery or diesel powersd minl moblle crame
on rubber tracks, The standard model,

the 20E/D with rubber wheels, has already
been a greal success in the indusirial and
construction sectors, where lifting in
confined spaces has proved difficull for
larger cranes and lifiing appliances

The TRX has very low ground loadings due
to its tracked drive. We offer an option of
black or white non marking tracks for
different applications.

The TRX s easily loaded onto small plant
transporters and frailers, making this ideal
for plant rental companies across the UK,

For further information please contact:

Mr Peter Hird Jor - Managing Director
Valla Cranes UK

Englesh Street, Hull HUZ 2BT
telephane: +44(0)1482 227 333
sales@valla-cranes.co.uk
wrw.valla-cranes.co.uk




on the cover:

In sharp response to the ever-expanding European wind
energy sector, Liebherr has worked closely with the UK's
largest crawler crane hirer Weldex on several crawler

crane design projects to meet the lifting requirements of
wind energy farm construction.

And, with several big wind farms currently in the planning
stages of construction in the UK, the company is
expecting big things from the UK market in coming
months in terms of its crawlers. Turn to page 17 for

our full crawler crane report.

Crawler Cranes

Electric and Industrial Booms
3 T L

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published seven times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00.

If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 3227, Brighton BN1 4UR. Address changes should
also be sent to this address. Please include the address label from
arecent issue with all correspondence and allow 3 months for
changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT:
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BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details.

Tel: 01273 884422. Fax: 0 1273 884477
E-mail: info@vertikal.net

Kran & Biihne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a german
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available

on request.

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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buys Bison; Crane producers lay down
STGO rules.
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Modern, hydraulic crawler cranes are

doing much to shake off the crawler crane’s
traditional label as the ‘old man’ of the
lifting industry. Here we take a look at the
reasons why.

SAIE 2004 Review 22

- C&A looks back to last month’s
SAIE exhibition in Bologna, Italy,
and rounds up some of the
highlights on display at the

40th SAIE event.
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Since the early 90s, the electric boom

has undergone several significant design
changes. Starting on page 25, C&A follows
the many guises of this niche product of
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as UK and Ireland distributor for Holland Lift
earlier in the year, the first units are now
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dropped in on Holland Lift at its Hoorn HQ
inThe Netherlands.
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The interpretation of UK crane hire rules was
a hot topic of debate at the Construction
Plant-hire Association’s (CPA) crane interest
group annual meeting held last month. And
not everyone was happy. C&A reports.
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If you don’t have our yellow card,
watch out for the red

i

~ Accepted on ¢
MCG sites

1PAF’s platform operator training and its
distinctive PAL Card are recognised
internationally.

Platform operators who

aren’t carrying the bright yellow PAL
Card stand a strong chance of being unable to
work - they may be red-carded off the site.

IPAF's PAL Card is the accepted proof of high quality training
throughout all industries that rely on powered access.

Pressure to improve safety when working at height comes from
industry’s recognition of the high cost of accidents, EU Directives and
national regulations as well as legislation. Today’s operators really do

The Card is awarded only to those who
successfully complete the course and
the final assessment.

have to be properly trained.

That more than 150,000 of them already rely on the PAL Card to : I ezl @i ooy st UARY Wiy
. The T (s (i 5 S cciern T —— "l Centre, how to become an 1PAF Training
prove they have this tra g .S.S ongest endorsement. ‘F_‘ . Centre, how to join IPAF or simply to find
Some 200 more request training through the 1PAF Scheme every ) S out how TPAF can help your business,
. ).
working day. The world authority  call +44 (0)15395 62444
The result is not just safer working. Well trained operators work Rt access fax +44 (0)15395 64686
productively as well as safely. or email info@ipaf.org
Whether you are a training provider or your workers use platforms, www.ipaf.org  IPAF, Bridge End Business Park, ﬁ
Milnthorpe, LA7 7RH, UK e

the yellow card standard is the one that will stop you seeing red through

9 9 0 , Also in Basel, Switzerland and Rouzerville, PA, USA “
losing business because someone won’t accept an operator’s card.
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comment
We fade to grey

On page 20 of this issue, HM

Inspector of Health and Safety,

Gordon Crick, explains what caused

the boom of a “grey import”
Sumitomo crawler crane to collapse
on a UK job site last year and the subsequent ruling once a full

HSE investigation had taken place.

Following the incident, in which no one was hurt, incidentally, it
soon became apparent that the crane was being operated without
a valid EC Declaration of Conformity, as is required by the Supply
of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 1992. In other words, it was
not properly CE marked.

In addition, the operator was not properly instructed on the
peculiarities of this crane when an operator hand-over occurred.
Those responsible for this ‘lapse in concentration’, however, got
away lightly, as HSE inspectors decided that ‘prosecution was
not in the public interest’. But, perhaps the story would have
been a very different one if someone had indeed been killed in

Southend-on-Sea that day.

This surely begs the question then, “exactly what does it take for
action to be taken?” Well, the simple answer in this particular

case regrettably points towards ‘death’ or serious injury.

Why, when an increasing level of “red tape” is being pushed
onto companies in the name of safety, is it not in the public
interest to make an example of what happens when companies
flout European directives? It is not illegal to import such pieces
of equipment, but it is certainly illegal to operate them without

the correct conformity to the relevant EU legislation.

Why should manufacturers take notice of European directives,
or why should diligent dealers in grey import cranes or other
equipment bother to meet the relevant European directives when

the penalty for ignoring them is not even a slap on the wrist?

In reality, most people that sell cranes, access platforms and
telehandlers are very concerned about safety and complying
with regulations, but in a case where non-compliance could so
easily have had a tragically different result, we might have

expected a tougher stance from the HSE.

LA ‘
Vertikesl

net

October 2004 cranes & access _





