
Heavy diesel
new rules for 
moving diesel 

by road
By June 2005, all aspects of the new
rules governing the movement of diesel
on UK roads will be in force and the
implications for hire companies that 
provide on-site refuelling for cranes,
access platforms or telehandlers could
be significant.

C&A reports.
For tanks, tankers,
bowsers, and the like, 
the new rules developed
with input from the Freight
Transport Associaiton (FTA),
the Civil Engineering
Contractors Association
(CECA) and the
Construction Plant-hire
Association (CPA) are 
relatively painless, as
long as the quantities
do not exceed 3,000
litres. The most 
important concession
that the CPA has 
managed to 
negotiate, however, is a
more practical 
transition period for the phasing 
out of old-style tanks and bowsers.
These can now be used until 2019,
as long as they are in sound 
condition and do not leak. 

For portable tanks and tankers
under 1,000 litres capacity, the
only special requirement is that a
‘dangerous goods’ sticker is
applied, a fire extinguisher is 
provided in the cab and that the
driver is adequately briefed prior 
to transporting such material.

On the other hand, for capacities
over 1,000 litres, the legislation

states that a ‘dangerous goods’
adviser must be appointed - most
likely a member of staff that has
attended a course. All drivers must
have received awareness training
and in addition to the small cab fire
extinguisher, a larger one must be
provided on the tank. And, by June
2005, if the vehicle is over 3.5
tonnes, a ‘dangerous goods’ 
certificate will be required. 

If all of this seems confusing, 
the CPA has produced a 
comprehensive, easy-to-use wall
chart (above), which explains 
precisely what you must do.
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TOP TIPS
Mixed Load Calculator

Carrying LPG as well as gas oil/diesel?

TRANSPORTING GAS OIL/DIESEL FUEL BY ROAD
A GUIDE TO THE 2004 DANGEROUS GOODS REGULATIONSChoose the method you use to carry gas oil/diesel

• Drums

• Jerry cans 

• UN approved wheeled bowsers or UN approvedIBCs 

Equipment made before 10 May 2004• A non UN approved wheeled bowser up to 3000litres in capacity where the tank could be liftedfrom its chassis (eg tank is bolted to the chassisor twistlocks used) 
• A non UN approved portable tank up to 3000litres in capacity

• A tank or wheeled bowser of any size permanently fixed to a vehicle or trailer chassis • A wheeled bowser over 3000 litres in capacity • A portable tank over 3000 litres in capacity 
GO TO

GO TO

Packaged Goods Type 1 Packaged Goods Type 2
Tank Transport

TOTAL LOAD
=

up to 1000 litres

TOTAL LOAD
=

more than 1000 litres

TOTAL LOAD
=

up to 1000 litres

TOTAL LOAD
=

more than 1000 litres Laden or empty but unclean

FOLLOW COMPLIANCEINSTRUCTIONS
A, B, & C

FOLLOW COMPLIANCEINSTRUCTIONS
A, B, D & E

FOLLOW COMPLIANCEINSTRUCTIONS
B & C

FOLLOW COMPLIANCEINSTRUCTIONS
B, D & E

FOLLOW COMPLIANCE INSTRUCTIONSD & F
Bowsers/tanks are deemed to be IBCs and may be used under these conditions until May 2019, as long as they remain safe and leakproof

‘LIGHT’ OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS APPLYFOLLOW COMPLIANCE INSTRUCTIONC

Quantity in kg of LPG x 3
+Quantity of gas oil/diesel

= up to 1000 litres
eg: 4 x 47kg LPG bottles and 2 x 200 litres gas oil drums(4 x 47) x 3 + (2 x 200) = 964

Quantity in kg of LPG x 3
+Quantity of gas oil/diesel= more than 1000 litreseg: 2 x 47kg LPG bottles and 4 x 200 litres gas oil drums(2 x 47) x 3 + (4 x 200) = 1082FULL OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS APPLYFOLLOW COMPLIANCE INSTRUCTIONSD & E

BUYING NEW EQUIPMENT• Ensure new jerry cans, drums and IBCs are UN approved
• Ensure new bowsers and portable tanks are either UN approved or meet ADR 

construction, testing and certification requirements • Ensure new tank vehicles are certified to ADR construction, testing and certification

requirements 
CONTROL OF POLLUTION (OIL STORAGE) REGULATIONS• Ensure all relevant equipment meets the bunding requirements of the Control of

Pollution Regulations
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COMPLIANCE INSTRUCTIONSA
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GO TO

UN1202 GAS OIL

UN APPROVED PACKAGING • Ensure jerry cans, drums and IBCs are UN approved
PACKAGE/IBC MARKING AND • Ensure jerry cans, drums and IBCs show ‘UN1202’ (words Gas Oil or Diesel Fuel 

LABELLING
may be added) and 100mm x 100mm (minimum) hazard warning diamond 

(For IBCs – marks and labels to be shown on two opposite sides)

‘LIGHT’ OPERATIONAL • Instruct driver on hazards and emergency action 

PROVISIONS
• 2kg cab extinguisher• Provide relevant PPE • Consider carrying spill kit • Report dangerous goods incidents and accidents to Department for Transport

FULL OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS • Appoint Dangerous Goods Safety Adviser (DGSA)

– Core
• Drivers to undergo awareness training • Transport document and ‘Tremcard’ • 2kg cab extinguisher and 6kg load extinguisher 

• PPE and spill kit as per 'Tremcard' • Wheel chock(s) and two warning markers • Torch and high visibility vest for each member of the vehicle crew 
• Report dangerous goods incidents and accidents to Department for Transport

BY END JUNE 2005 • Drivers of vehicles over 3.5t mpw or tanks over 1000 litres to have appropriate ADR certificates 

FULL OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS • Placard vehicle – blank orange panel front and rear

– Packaged goods
300mm x 400mm standard size

FULL OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS • Placard vehicle – blank orange panel on the front

– Tank transport
• Placard fixed tank – coded orange panel (may be vinyl) and hazard diamond on 

both sides and rear• Placard bowser/portable tank – coded orange panel and hazard diamond on all 

four sidesPOSSIBLE NEW REQUIREMENTS • Specialist advise telephone number on tanks 
BY END JUNE 2005 • Metal orange panels

JARGON BUSTER
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UN APPROVED
Packaging approvedfor dangerous goodsuse. Bears an

approval code andthis mark

WHEELED
BOWSER
A towable tank 
for refuelling 
equipment

PORTABLE
TANK
A refuelling tank
designed to be
moved with 
product in it

TANK 
VEHICLE
A motor vehicle 
with a permanent
tank

IBC
Intermediate Bulk ContainerA package or tank type device up to 3000 litres in capacity designed tobe moved with product in it
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F R E I G H T  T R A N S P O R T  A S S O C I A T I O Ntel: 01892 552222 or email: info@fta.co.uk

FTA Dangerous Goods Services:• driver and DGSA training • DGSA cover 
• compliance audits 
• Tremcards 
• tank certificate 
• vehicle equipment

tel: 020 7608 5060email: enquiries@ceca.co.uk
tel: 020 7796 3366email: enquiries@cpa.uk.net
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