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TRAINING

Who trained 
THem then?
Spotted this summer in England, a thatcher, his 
pick-up truck and a ladder. While this might not 
be a job for powered access, this is certainly 
not the solution. Parked on a blind bend he is 
taking up one lane of the busy road with only a 
wheely bin for protection and his ladder is at an 
angle that anyone can see is risky. 

Fatal incident costs company 
director $60,000
Ng Chin Sang, the director of Fusion Builders in 
Singapore was fined $60,000 (€42,000) following 
the death of employee Kaliyaperumal Manikandan, 
22, in 2017. He was working from a scissor lift fixing 
electrical cables within a tray mounted on the wall at 
a height of around eight metres, when an overhead 
crane collided with it, causing Manikandan to fall to 
his death. 

The investigation found that Ng Chin Sang, 72, was fully 
aware that employees were using the crane freely regardless of whether they had been trained or not. 
The prosecutor said: “He knew the workers used the crane freely regardless of their level of training 
and that the remote controls were passed around among workers. It added that the company failed to 
prevent ‘incompatible works involving the concurrent use of the crane and scissor lift’ and that it also 
failed to implement measures to warn those on the platform of the approach of the crane.

Sebastian Tan a director of MOM (Ministry of Manpower) the occupational safety and health 
inspectorate, said: “This death was entirely preventable, if not for the negligence of Fusion and Ng. The 
company’s multiple safety breaches show a lack of emphasis on workers’ safety. Top management 
must take ownership of workplace safety and health, and implement a strong safety culture at the 
workplace, so that workers follow suit.”

Late last year Haulotte China and Changzhou Vocational Institute 
of Mechatronic Technology agreed to cooperate on aerial 
work platform training at the Haulotte facility in Changzhou. 
The institute is said to be the leading vocational education 
organisation in China. It will now help develop and promote 
training courses for aerial lift technicians, with a focus on 
the growing number of Chinese rental companies. The move 
is also Haulotte’s response to the government’s programme: 
‘Accelerating the development of national strategic talents’.

The agreement signing ceremony was attended by Harry Wang, 
Hubert Moreau, Maya Chen and Wen Zhong of Haulotte, along with 
Zhu Ping, CPC committee deputy secretary of Changzhou Vocational 
Institute of Mechatronic Technology, and Wu Zhengyong, general 
party branch secretary of the Transportation Engineering School.

The inquest into the death of Nationwide Platforms delivery driver Lee Benham opened last 
month in Cornwall. While the inquest continues, the jury heard how Benham, 45, had been 
loading scissor lifts onto his truck at Nationwide’s Liskeard depot that day, when his colleague, 
Andrew Johnson, discovered him crushed between two scissor lifts with his hand still on the 
joystick of the upper controls of a 40ft slab electric scissor lift. Johnson had been loading his 
own truck nearby when he went to ask Blenham a question. The inquest was told that the 
drivers had been trained to always load the lifts from the platform, and only ‘dog-walk’ the 
machines onto or off the truck in very exceptional circumstances. 

One suggestion made to the jury, was that with the control box hanging from the platform, Benham 
may have confused the joystick direction and therefore drove the machine into, rather than away from 
him. Johnson immediately took the controller and 
reversed the platform away. He immediately realised 
that the crush was serious and called an ambulance. 
Sadly, Benham was declared dead at the hospital, 
caused by blunt chest injuries. 

The unfortunate example has been used in training, 
while local managers said that an improved and 
stricter safety regime had been implemented, learning 
from the incident, adding that “everyone at the 
company has bought into the need for everyone to look 
out for each other and be more conscious of what’s 
going on around them.”
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