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536 year old Mònica bell 
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REGULARS

In the next ISSUE Scheduled for publication in early March, the next issue of Cranes 
& Access will include features on Alternative lifting, Boom lifts, the first preview for Vertikal Days, 
Battery developments and the main preview for Conexpo 2023 in Las Vegas. If you have any 
contributions or suggestions to make or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact 
our editorial or sales teams.
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To do or not to do - that is the question?

Every company has the right to accept or refuse 
business as long as they don’t break the law. 
This issue’s annual Rental Rate Guide (page 
27) highlights the fact that rates - while having 
generally risen over the past 12 months - have 
not kept up with costs, resulting in several crane 
and truck mounted lift companies saying they 
would rather stand the equipment in the yard than 
cave in to uneconomic rates. Other companies 
have refused business for applications that 
can be hard on their machines, such as spray 
painting and sand blasting etc… because of the 
increased wear and tear. It is their equipment, 
their choice…

A tougher question and decision arose in 
Germany this month when rental companies 
surrounding the small hamlet of Lützerath in North 
Rhine-Westphalia received emails from residents 
and activists opposed to the impending clearance 
and demolition of the village to make way for 
the expansion of RWE’s adjoining lignite mine. 
The messages asked them to refuse to supply 
the contractors with aerial work platforms or 
telehandlers.

This is not the first time that rental companies 
have been caught up in such protests - Israel 
building the wall between Palestine and the 
occupied territory of the West Bank in 2010 
triggered international law suits against the rental 
companies that supplied the equipment. Closer to 
home rental companies are often asked to supply 
a crane or work platform to remove protesters 
from trees or buildings.  

Peaceful protests and requests asking companies 
not to participate is one thing, vigilante action 
is quite another. In 2018 in a similar situation to 
Lützerath, a major fire broke out at a Boels depot 
in Willich, North Rhine-Westphalia destroying the 
building and several aerial lifts. Boels had supplied 
equipment for controversial clearance work 
in the Hambach Forest for another RWE mine 
extension which demonstrators and activists 
were fighting to prevent. Several suppliers had 
already withdrawn equipment after being asked 
- or threatened? After the fire Boels followed suit, 
citing the safety of its employees after a number 
had been threatened.

Peaceful protest is a human right and key 
aspect of a truly democratic society. It is fine 
for protesters to plead their case to equipment 
suppliers, allowing them to review the details and 
make a rational decision on whether to provide 
the equipment - or not.

Threats of aggression or violence should never be 
tolerated under any circumstances. 

Mark Darwin
Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, 

fax or phone stating if we may publish them or not: 

editor@vertikal.net

Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on request. While every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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