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Battery powered mini mobile crane on
rubber tracks. The standard model, the 20E
with rubber wheels, has already been a
great success in the industrial and
construction sectors, where lifting in
confined spaces has proved difficult for
larger cranes and lifting appliances.

The TRX has very low ground loadings due
to its tracked drive. We offer an option of
black or white non marking tracks for
different applications.

The TRX is easily loaded onto small plant
transporters and trailers, making this ideal for
the plant rental companies across the UK.

For further information please contact:

Mr Peter Hird Jnr - Managing Director

English Street, Hull HU3 2BT
Telephone: +44 (0)1482 227 333
sales@valla-cranes.co.uk
www.valla-cranes.co.uk
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“The telehandler is much more
than a machine for material
handling and lift-and-place
applications,” says Patrice Caulier,
telescopic business unit manager
at Bobcat, but do they really offer
a viable alternative to cranes and
aerial platform lifts? C&A turns to
those in the know for some
answers, while we also round-up
some of the latest telehandler
products seen at bauma 2004,
such as Bobcat’s new T40170
model pictured here. The full
report begins on page 31.

For the full story see:
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Combining innovative design with engineering excellence and
outstanding levels of service, Haulotte are setting new standards in
aerial access. Get in touch for details of our unrivalled range.
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Haulotte UK Limited, Stafford Park 6, Telford, Shropshire TF3 3AT, England
: 01952 292753 Fax: 01952 292758 €Email: haulotte@haulotte.co.uk wwuw.haulotte.com
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One particular fascinating issue
dominates the news section of C&A
this issue, and that is the very
public, ongoing dispute between
- f Liebherr and Terex-Demag over
¢ TR - Liebherr’s patent infringement on

. Terex-Demag’s Sideways Superlift
(SSL) boom technology.
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This Issue has profound
implications for the companies
concerned, as Demag’s SSL system
has not only significantly enhanced
main boom capacities offered by its cranes, but more
importantly, it provides a very rigid base for the long luffing jibs
that have come into use on these big telescopic cranes in
recent years, providing very significant capacities, which come
into their own on applications such as big wind turbine
erection. Liebherr has also taken the idea a step further, by
fitting its lateral "Y-Guy" support system to the luffing jib,
resulting in capacity increases, said in some cases to be over
50 percent again.

It is hard to imagine that everything can now be "put back in
the box", leaving one manufacturer with such a major advantage
over the others. However, patents were established to provide
protection for new ideas and encourage innovation, and there
have been precedents in the crane industry, such as the
Manitowoc Ringer and American Sky-Horse system. On one
side, it is encouraging to see a patent being so quickly
protected - all too often an expensive patent appears worthless
when innovative company’s are unable to fund a long drawn out
legal battle when the outcome can be so uncertain. On the
other, the implications for Liebherr of selling big cranes without
its ‘Y-Guy’ sustem are hard to imagine.

In this case though, it is likely that the two companies will
sooner or later sit around the table (if they haven't already) and
eventually reach a negotiated settlement. It is in no-one’s
interest, apart from the lawyers, for this issue to run on for any
length of time, particularly with such public exchanges going
back-and-forth.

Ending on a lighter note. Like a Glastonbury for the
construction equipment industry, only cheaper to get in (for the
visitors that is!), SED takes place this month, so be sure to drop
in on the Vertikal Press at stand O/6C for a chat and your free
copy of Cranes & Access. And who knows, we may even see a
few bands this year!
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