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The return of the tariff

In today’s ‘global economy’ you have to question 
the use of protective import tariffs, particularly 
when the near unanimous consensus among 
economists is that they tend to have a negative 
effect on economic growth and welfare.

The latest development in our market is that 
tariffs of up to 56.1 percent might be imposed by 
the European Union on Chinese built aerial work 
platforms with working heights of more than six 
metres.

Indications are that the Registration Notice 
announcing this is not the result of having found 
widespread ‘dumping’ - selling equipment below 
the prices in the market of origin - but due to 
imports of such equipment increasing suspiciously 
quickly - up 16.1 percent on the same quarter last 
year - following the announcement of the original 
investigation. 

The Commission has therefore assumed that some 
manufacturers are ‘stockpiling’ equipment to delay 
the impact of any tariffs that might be imposed. It 
has consequently ordered customs authorities to 
start registering imports by manufacturer so that 
should tariffs be implemented they can be applied 
retrospectively.   

It is ironic that some who normally advocate 
the free market and survival of the fittest etc…  
are often the same individuals that demand 
governments block imports when the competition 
gets tough. This is nothing new. In the early days 
of the European self-propelled aerial lift market, 
local manufacturers struggled to compete with 
those from North America which benefited from a 
massive, more developed home market providing 
huge economies of scale. Some did also ‘price to 
market’ to supress local competition. 

There are many good examples of where 
protection - usually on a temporary basis - is not 
only required but is also a fair solution. However, 
protectionism is hardly a sign of an open free 
market economy and can lead to unintended 
consequences. 

There could be many reasons why sales of Chinese 
built lifts have dramatically increased in Europe, 

such as machines being in stock for immediate 
delivery, an innovative new product, being easy to 
deal with, or some customers thinking the units they 
were buying were built elsewhere? A competitive 
price is, of course, an important factor but buying 
decisions for capital equipment are rarely made on 
price alone. 

However there is another issue to consider. If you 
are in the market for a boom lift with a working 
height of 50 metres or more… you cannot buy one 
made in Europe. Your choice is limited to American 
or Chinese built models. And over 58 metres you 
have no option but to buy one made in China. The 
same applies to electric powered mega booms or 
big RT scissor lifts. And yet buyers may face a tariff 
of between 30 to 56% on top of the price for these 
machines. 

Tariffs will not apply to machines under six metres. 
Why not? The majority of them, regardless of brand 
origin, are built in China. 

At Intermat a Chinese manufacturer told me that 
by redesigning and using the latest manufacturing 
methods they could reduce the production cost of a 
€4 million crane by almost 50%!

Might the cause of the price disparity be at least 
in part, to certain manufacturers not investing 
enough in totally new products or the very latest 
manufacturing equipment and methods? This 
occurred in 1970s with car makers in the US and UK 
crying foul, the bogeymen back then were Japanese 
and German manufacturers with their new factories 
and radical new products. Today buyers pay a 
premium for products from these companies and 
everyone has benefited.   

Looking to the future, the Chinese market for aerial 
lifts is likely to become the world’s largest and 
foreign companies will want a slice of the pie. I 
wonder what happens then?

Mark Darwin
Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, 

fax or phone stating if we may publish them or not: 

editor@vertikal.net

Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on request. While every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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EU sets dumping 
related tariffs
The European Union has issued its 
initial findings into the complaint last 
November that Chinese arial work platform 
manufacturers have been dumping - 
selling below cost or prices in their home 
market - with the potential to damage the 
European industry, reducing their revenues, 
profitability and employment levels.

Having apparently found some possible 
examples of pricing issues it measured 
and compared the level of Chinese AWP 
imports between December and March 2024 
compared to the same period in 2023, and 
found that imports of Chinese built products 
had increased by 16.1 percent. As a result, it 
has published proposed tariff levels for each 
manufacturer - see below - and ordered the 
customs authorities to start registering all 
imports of aerial lifts from China, with the 
possibility that the tariffs may be imposed 
retrospectively depending on its ongoing 
investigation. It has now asked affected 
companies and interested parties to comment 
on these findings.

The provisional tariffs for those sampled 
include:

Sinoboom - 56.1%

JLG - 23.6%

Companies that co-operated but were not 
sampled: 32%

They include:

• Lingong 

• Haulotte

• Mantall

• Liugong

• Zoomlion

Other manufacturers: 56.1%

Following the publishing of the findings, 
some companies affected by the tariffs have 
launched appeals.  
To read the full story, visit Vertikal.net

Dingli scissor goes higher
Chinese aerial lift manufacturer Dingli is to launch the world’s largest scissor lift - the 115ft 
3730HRT - later this year. The machine, currently in the prototype testing stage, has been 
developed in partnership with UK rental company Hire Safe Solutions which has ordered the first 
machines, with 20 units due to arrive in Europe before the end of the year.

The new lift offers a 37 metre working height, with 750kg 
maximum platform capacity, driveable at full height. The unit 
boasts a 7.46 metre long by 2.8 metre wide platform, which can 
be extended to 9.71 metres with a 2.25 metre powered deck 
extension. Four wheel drive, four wheel steer and levelling jacks 
are all standard. 

Overall stowed dimensions are eight metres by three metres with 
an overall height of 4.2 metres and total weight of 39.5 tonnes. 
Power choices include diesel, all-electric or hybrid.

Potain's biggest Euro crane
Potain has announced a new 40 tonne ‘low top’ tower crane, the MDLT 1109, its largest 
European crane so far. Manufactured at the Potain/Manitowoc plant in Moulins, France, the 
MDLT 1109 is aimed at the rising demand in Europe for larger capacity cranes and adopts a 
more compact design for easier transport and installation. 

The crane can be mounted on Potain’s standard 2.45 metre square K850 tower, rather than the four 
metre tower base of its predecessor, the MD 1100. Maximum free standing height under the hook is 
60.7 metres on the counterweighted base or 87.6 metres on an appropriate foundation. It can handle 
its 40 tonnes maximum capacity between 22 and 25 metres while the 80 metre jib tip capacity is 
11.1 tonnes.

European wholesale rental venture 
Gerard Jennings of UK based Hire Safe Solutions and Edwin van der Laar - previously with XCMG 
Europe - have joined to set up a new international wholesale rental business - EMEA Access.

The new business will offer a wide range of aerial work platforms and specialist telehandlers to other 
rental companies on long-term rental contracts. The main focus will be on the more specialist machines 
such as the biggest boom lifts - including XCMG’s 223ft XGS70K telescopic 
boom - and the largest heavy-duty scissor lifts including the very first units 
of the new 115ft Dingli 3730HRT due to arrive later in the year as well as 
the top end of the Magni telehandler range.

The 115ft Dingli scissor lift

tariffs on STS cranes
The US government is to place a 25 percent 
tariff on imports of Chinese-built Ship to Shore 
(STS) port cranes this year which includes 
those produced by western manufacturers 
such as Konecranes currently building units 
for the Georgia Ports Authority. 

As far as we are aware, there are no STS cranes 
manufactured in the USA, so the move is likely 
to benefit companies such as Liebherr that 
builds cranes in countries other than China. The 
announcement also highlighted increased tariffs 
for a range of other products including steel, 
aluminium, semiconductors, electric vehicles, 
batteries, minerals, solar cells and medical 
products. The higher tariffs on lithium batteries 
could impact aerial lift manufacturers based in 
the USA. 

• XCMG

• Sunward

• Fonteq

• Reeslift

• Hangcha

Genie - 25.6%

Dingli - 31.3%

The 40 tonne MDLT 1109
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New 400t Liebherr
Earlier this month Liebherr launched the new six axle 400 tonne  
LTM 1400-6.1 All Terrain crane at its Customer Days in Germany. 
Billed as the world’s most powerful six axle crane, it will replace the 
popular 350 tonne LTM 1350-6.1. 

Main features include a six section 70 metre main boom and improved 
Y-Guy Superlift system. At the same event the company also unveiled 
its updated ‘Crane Finder’ database and app. For more details see the 
Customer Days feature on page 30.

Embargo letter
With UK crane rental 
companies struggling with 
the implementation of often 
draconian implementation of 
movement embargos for heavy 
equipment, the Contractors Plant 
Association - CPA - has written a 
letter of appeal to the Secretary 
of State for Transport in the hope 
that a sensible solution can be 
found.

An extract reads: “Some police 
forces are being particularly 
stringent with enforcement, one 
member was notified that they had 
infringed the Embargo time by 49 
seconds! Consequently, companies 
are avoiding problematic 
forces such as West Midlands, 
Merseyside, Metropolitan Police 
and Greater Manchester. If 
businesses are avoiding certain 
constabularies, this will create 
problems elsewhere on the UK’s 
road system, adding unnecessary 
carbon dioxide emissions.”

The full letter is published on 
Vertikal.net.

Updated JLG SkyTrak 8042
JLG has introduced a redesigned and upgraded version of its 42ft 
(12.9m/3,600kg) SkyTrak 8042 telehandler, part of its upgrade 
programme that kicked off last year with the 6032 and 6042. The new 
generation 8042 maintains the same nine metre forward reach and 
lift capacities, but includes a lighter, ‘optimised’ boom and chassis 
frame design, reducing the machine’s overall weight from 12,242kg to 
9,600kg enabling two units to be carried on the same flatbed trailer. 

Power comes from a Deutz engine that does not require Diesel Exhaust 
Fluid (DEF) driving a hydrostatic transmission, an advanced control system 
and electric over 
hydraulic joystick, 
with a new load 
stability indicator 
with colour coded 
visuals as an 
option, along 
with seatbelt 
engagement and 
operator presence 
technology.  

Long boom Terex RT
Terex Rough Terrain Cranes has launched a new 
longer boomed, 80 tonne Rough Terrain crane, the 
TRT 80L. The new crane retains much of the running 
gear from the current TRT 80 which made its debut 
in 2021, but critically features a new five section, 
47 metre main boom - five metres longer than the 
current unit. It has three extension modes while a 
self-remove and install counterweight system has 
also been added. The boom can be topped with a nine 
to 17 metre bi-fold swingaway extension taking the 
tip height up to 66 metres.

The crane has an overall width of three metres, 
compared to the usual 3.3 metres, making for easier 
transportation. When fully equipped with the bi-fold 
swingaway extension, hook blocks and rigging, the 
crane has an overall weight of around 52.5 tonnes. If the 
counterweight and extension are removed that drops to 42.5 tonnes. 

Power comes from a Cummins Stage V diesel, or Stage III - Tier 3 for markets with less stringent emissions driving 
a powershift two mode transmission, with manual mode - three speeds forward, three in reverse or automatic - six 
speeds forward, three in reverse. 

The crane is fitted with the company’s ‘Space’ cab which tilts by 20 degrees, while the controls use the Terex 
Operating System - TEOS - with a 10’’ full-colour touch screen display and intuitive interface. The Terex T-Link 
telematics system is standard, along with an anemometer and LED lighting. 

The chart below shows some key criteria against other western built models.

The JLG SkyTrak 8042

Make	 Terex	 Grove	 Tadano	 Liebherr
Model	 TRT 80L	 GRT880	 GR-800XLL-4	 LRT 1090-2.1
Max capacity@ radius	 80t @ 3m	 80t @ 2.5m 	 72.6t @ 2.4m	 80.1t @ 3m*
Main boom	 47m	 41.1m	 51m	 47m
Swingaway extension	 9-17mBF	 10.1-17.1m	 10.1-17.1m	 10.5-19m	
Max tip height	 66m	 67m	 70.3m	 70m
O/A width	 3.0m	 3.34m	 3.32m	 3.3m
O/A length	 14.1m	 15.11m	 15.2m	 14.45m
O/A height	 3.9m	 3.75m	 3.8m	 3.49m
GVW fully equipped	 52.5t	 52.3t	 56.1t	 53.7t
Capacity on full beam	 8.9t@12m	 10.4t@8m	 9.2t@9m	 11.3t@9m
Capacity @ 10m	 19.1t	 20.95t	 21.5t	 22.1t
O/R spread	 8.0m	 7.32m	 7.3	 7.3

* Theoretical 90t @ 2.7m

The all new 400t 
LTM 1400-6.1
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The operating display

Jaso’s Monorail lifting attachment
Spanish tower crane manufacturer Jaso has launched a new material lifting attachment for its 
GP40 mastclimber, the ‘Monorail system’. Essentially it creates an overhead lifting beam with 
a travelling hoist, supported by an external frame - not unlike a tower crane’s climbing frame - 
which rides on top of the platform drive frames. The hoist has a 500kg capacity, in both one and 
two mast configurations, while the maximum combined platform and hoist capacity is 2,300kg 
and 4,550kg respectively.

Once attached, the platform is raised - complete 
with the monorail - to the required height. The 
frames supporting the beam are then pinned into 
place on the mast, with the platform then able 
to move freely below. A classic application is 
cladding installation with the  
hoist lifting the panels into position 
controlled by those on the platform. 
The maximum beam length for a 
single mast platform is 10.2 metres 
while 29.36 metres is possible with  
a twin mast installation.

200th Kran & 
Bühne
Kran & Bühne - the 
leading crane and 
access magazine 
in the German 
speaking countries 
and part of the 
Vertikal Press - has 
published its 200th 
edition. 

The milestone issue 
includes a look back 
over the previous 199 issues, with anecdotes 
and a glimpse behind the scenes.

Dieci’s Pegasus Elite
Italian telehandler manufacturer Dieci has launched a 
deluxe version of its larger 360 degree telehandlers, 
starting with the 6,000kg/35 metre Pegasus 60.35, 
which becomes the Pegasus 60.35 Elite. The plan is to 
offer three levels of machine build - Pegasus Essential, 
Pegasus Classic and the new Pegasus Elite. The major 
change for the Elite is all new in-house built control 
system and cab.

The software is similar to that found on the latest road vehicles and is said to provide greater precision 
for all functions, with the possibility to set maximum threshold parameters including ‘Automatic boom 
movement’, with six selectable 
working modes - normal, soft, 
heavy, eco, wall and floor. 

A new load sensing pump 
automatically adjusts to working 
conditions and the equipment 
in use. The cab interior has 
been completely redesigned 
with intuitive controls digitally 
managed on two separate 
display screens.

New Skyjack plant in China
Skyjack has opened its new 35,000 square metre production plant in Tianjin, China, southeast 
of Beijing. The facility - in the Tianjin Pilot Free Trade Zone - also serves as the headquarters for 
Skyjack Asia Pacific. It will initially focus on DC scissor lift production switching to electric drive 
models at a later date.

Skyjack’s move into China began in 2022 when it signed an investment agreement with the 
Government of Binhai New Area, Tianjin to manufacture Skyjack products for the Asia Pacific region. 
It initially used part of an existing 
Linamar plant, building units for 
the Chinese market. This new 
facility is part of the company’s 
strategy to build products closer 
to the markets where they will be 
sold and used.

Cargotec 
becomes Hiab
The Cargotec name will soon be no more, 
as Hiab becomes a standalone company. 
The demerger of Kalmar and the sale of 
MacGregor is now well underway, after 
MacGregor settled an outstanding €25 
million dispute, allowing a sale to proceed, 
leaving Hiab as a publicly quoted independent 
company.

Once the Kalmar and MacGregor transactions 
are complete Cargotec chief executive Casimir 
Lindholm will step down, for Hiab president - 
Scott Phillips - to take over as chief executive 
of an independent Hiab, while Cargotec chief 
financial officer Mikko Puolakka will remain in 
this role for Hiab. 

European ES4046
JLG has launched the European version of its 
40ft ES4046 electric drive slab scissor lift with 
a 13.9 metre indoor working height and 350kg 
platform capacity or 10.75 metres and 250kg 
when working outdoors. The overall width is 1.17 
metres, overall length 2.71 metres, and a stowed 
height of 1.99 metres with guardrails folded. 
Overall weight is 2,826kg.

The 912mm 
roll out deck 
is standard

The twin mast Monorail in action

The new facility

The new Pegasus 60.35 Elite

Pegasus cab

Single mast 
installation up 
to 10.2 metres
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Australian engineering contractor Monadelphous  
has taken delivery of a new 1,600 tonne Tadano  
CC 88.1600-1 lattice crawler crane and named it Rubino, 
in honour of the company’s former chairman John 
Rubino. 

The CC 88.1600-1 - essentially a Demag CC 8800 - now the 
largest crane in the fleet can be rigged for a maximum tip 
height of 240 metres and can handle its maximum capacity 
at a radius of 10 metres. The unit can also be rigged with 
Tadano’s Boom Booster kit.

The new crane was shipped to Western Australia for 
its first job at the Car Dumper 3 project in Port Hedland. 
Monadelphous has been commissioned by BHP to remove, 
refurbish and reinstall two car dumper cells at the Nelson 
Point facility. The new crane was the star of a launch and 
naming ceremony attended by Tadano chief executive 
Toshiaki Ujiie along with Monadelphous staff and customers.

Monadelphous was set up in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia 
in 1972 as Contract Engineering Associates (CEA) to provide 
mechanical contracting services to Australia’s mining 
industry.

The latest sale by 
Euro Auctions held in 
the UK in late April, 
attracted bidders 
from 24 countries 
with 7,600 items 
raising a grand total of £53.42 million. The sale included 600 telehandlers 
as well as a good number of boom and scissor lifts. 

Scott McCall of Euro Auctions said: “Telehandler sales now total more than  
£7 million at each Leeds auction, with a healthy mix of models and age profiles. 
This is beginning to attract more end users to the auctions, in many cases 
driving up prices.”

“Sellers, work with us to determine which assets will work best in each sale. 
For example, lower than average hour, 17 and 14 metre telehandlers in the three 
to five year age bracket are currently popular with Middle East end users. The 
sales often include larger models, in the April sale a 180ft Genie SX-180 sold for 
£105,000, while in the March sale a 185ft JLG 1850SJ fetched £103,000.”

Coffins in  
the square
A demonstration in mid-May was held 
in Milan’s Piazza La Scala, Italy with 
demonstrators placing 172 cardboard coffins 
highlighting the number of deaths that 
occurred at work in Lombardy and Milan last 
year.

The demonstration/campaign - organised by the 
UIL union (Union Italiana del Lavoro) and dubbed 
‘Zero Deaths at Work’ - aims to draw attention 
to workplace safety issues while calling on 
the Government to implement more effective 
measures against what the union's general 
secretary, Pierpaolo Bombardieri, says is like a 
civil war. A similar event was held in Rome in 
March highlighting the 1,041 national fatalities, 
with others in Florence and Naples.

A sign in the square highlighted the number 
of workplace fatalities recorded in the country 
as a whole rising to 1,709 in 2020 but having 
declined to 1,041 last year. Eurostat ranks Italy 
as eighth among European countries with an 
incidence 
rate of 2.66 
per 100,000 
employed 
individuals, 
while the EU 
average is 
1.76.

Telehandler electric conversion
French manufacturer Manitou has handed over the first telehandler to be converted from 
diesel to all-electric power to French rental company Kiloutou, which has worked with the 
manufacturer to develop the concept.

The partnership between the two companies 
was announced in February 2023 with the 
idea to take used diesel telehandlers from the 
Kiloutou fleet and convert them to all-electric 
powered models with a retrofit kit. After 
studying the concept, developing a practical kit 
and testing it, the two companies now say that 
all the safety criteria have been met, and that 
the performance is equivalent to the original 
diesel model. The life expectancy for a three to 
five year old retrofitted machine is at least five 
years.

(L-R) Adrien Dufloer and François 
Renault of Kiloutou with Michel 

Denis and Hervé Ouisse of 
Manitou

Access and telehandler 
sale

A few examples of the prices from the April sale. 

1,600t Tadano for Monadelphous
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The new company logo

Böcker launches 
LiftPlanner
Aluminium crane manufacturer Böcker has 
launched new 'LiftPlanner' software for 
enabling crane operation plans to be fully 
laid out in advance. It is integrated as an 
additional module within the BöckerConnect 
portal and is available for the latest Böcker 
truck and trailer mounted crane models. 
It uses the same data, load charts and 
range diagrams as each crane's live control 
system.

The layout options include the various outrigger 
positions, boom configurations and slew 
position along with the weight of the load. 
Buildings or obstacles can easily be added and 
displayed as can the dimensions of the load 
and lifting gear dimensions. Based on these 
parameters. The crane's permissible working 
range is displayed with a colour coding to warn 
of impossible configurations. It also calculates 
the expected ground pressure for each outrigger 
based on the specific project.

Simulation results can be saved in LiftPlanner 
for each project and exported as a PDF. This 
document includes all planned parameters and 
can be used for project authorisation.

Discover Battery's TCO calculator
Canadian battery manufacturer Discover Battery has 
launched a Total Cost of Ownership (TCO) calculator, 
allowing users to understand and determine the 
operational costs of a particular battery over its 
lifetime.

The calculator allows users to input data such as battery 
specifications, costs, labour expenses and service 
frequency to calculate the total operational cost. Discover 
says it could help users save up to 40 percent if they 
use the information when purchasing a new battery. The 
company hopes to show that there are substantial cost 
savings by using its Dry Cell 
AGM batteries rather than lower 
priced traditional flooded lead 
acid batteries.

Vice president of business 
development Alexander Marotz 
said: “While the initial cost of 
Dry Cell AGM batteries is higher, 
their lifetime savings typically 
range between 20 to 40 percent 
compared to lead acid batteries. 
Every customer who has made 
the switch to AGM batteries will 
agree that the initial decision to 
change is difficult, however once 
they have used AGM batteries, 
the benefits compared to flooded 
batteries become clear.”

The free calculator can be 
found at: discoverbattery.com/
applications/motive-power/
scissor-lift-batteries/mewp-tco-
calculator

Soima becomes 
Stafford
Portuguese tower crane company Soima 
has been rebranded as Stafford Tower 
Cranes. The crane model nomenclature 
will also change, and Derek Stafford will 
lead the company as managing director. 

Soima was established in 1977 as a 
manufacturer of construction and lifting 
equipment. However, since 1980 it has been 
exclusively producing tower cranes, carving 
a respectable market share in southern 
Europe. The current range extends from two 
to 42 tonnes which will be augmented by 
the introduction of new products and models 
over the next 12 months. The first 20 tonne 
luffing jib crane and new cab should be on 
display at Vertikal Days in September.

JCB breaks ground in Texas
JCB has broken ground on its 
new plant in San Antonio, Texas. 
The 67,000 square metre facility 
is scheduled to be operational 
in 2026 and will cost around 
$500 million, the largest single 
investment in the company’s 
history. The plant will be 
dedicated to the production of 
telehandlers and aerial work 
platforms with employment 
expected to reach 1,500 within 
five years. 

Chairman Anthony Bamford 
said: “Construction equipment 
manufacturers sell more than 
300,000 machines a year in 
North America, while our market 
share has grown over the years 
now is the time to invest in more 
manufacturing capacity here.” 

JCB sold its first machine in North 
America in 1964 and opened its 
first factory in 2001 in Savannah, 
Georgia, which now employs 
1,000. The company, which celebrates its 80th anniversary next year employs 19,000 staff across 22 
facilities, 11 in the UK, seven in India and others in Brazil and China.

The ground-breaking 
ceremony

Artists impression of the new facility
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Financials  
round-up
Cargotec - owner of Hiab and Kalmar saw first 
quarter revenues slip 2% to €1.06 billion, while 
pre-tax profit 
jumped 20% to 
€115.3 million.

Hiab revenues for the three months to the end 
of March fell 4% to €415 million, although order 
intake improved one 
percent to €386 million. 
Operating profit jumped 
12 percent to €68.7 
million.

Kalmar revenues fell 10% to €439 million, with 
order intake 15% lower at €402 million, operating 
profit plummeted 19% to €51 million. 

UK rental group Vp - owner of UK Forks, MEP 
and Brandon Hire Station - achieved revenues 
for the 12 months to the end of March of £368.7 
million, roughly the same as last year. Pre-tax 
profit however, plummeted 91% to £2.8 million 
however this includes a £27.7 million noncash 
write down of Brandon 
Hire assets. Group capital 
expenditure was 5% higher at 
£63 million. 

Palfinger saw first quarter 
revenues decline 2.2% to €578.5 million, while 
its order book plummeted almost 22% to €1.16 
billion. Pre-tax profits were almost 4% percent 
higher at €44.8 million. Net debt was slightly 
higher at €698.8 million. The company is 
maintaining its target to 
achieve revenues of €3 
billion by 2027.

Herc Rentals has 
acquired Colorado Springs based All Rental 
Center from owner Jeff Thorp. Established 
over 50 years ago, the company runs a diverse 
fleet, including aerial 
work platforms and 
telehandlers from two 
locations in greater 
Colorado Springs. 

Ashtead - owner of 
Sunbelt Rentals in 
the USA, Canada and the 
UK - achieved revenues 
for the 12 months to the 
end of April of $10.86 
billion, an increase of 
12% on last year. Pre-
tax profits dipped 2% to $2.1 billion. Capital 
expenditure was $4.4 billion, reducing the average 
age of the fleet by five months to 45 months. 
US revenues totalled $9.36 billion up 13.9% 
with operating profits up 7% to $2.63 billion. 
Canadian revenues were 8.5% higher at 
c$896.8 million, while operating profit fell 18% to 
c$117.9 million. UK revenues improved 3.1% to 
£706 million, but operating profit slumped 11% to 
£57.9 million. 

UK’s Ainscough Crane Hire achieved its  
first profitable year since 2018, with revenues 
for the year to the end of September up 21% to 
£116.8 million with a pre-tax profit of £7.6 million, 
compared to a pre-tax 
loss in 2022 of £3.1 
million. 

Mastclimber and hoist 
group Alimak has 
reported revenues for the three months to the end 
of March of SK1.73 billion ($166 million) down 
half a percent, but order intake fell 7.5%. Pre-tax 
profit however, was 7.5% 
higher at SK178 million 
($17.1million). 
 
Germany’s Wacker 
Neuson saw first 
quarter revenues fall 11.1% to €593.1 million with 
declines in all regions - Europe €459.3 million 
down 9%, Americas €120.4 million, down 16%, 
and Asia Pacific €13.4 million, down 35%.  
Compact equipment - which includes telehandlers 
- performed better than 
most with sales 11% 
lower at €370.9 million. 
Pre-tax profits fell 62% to 
€32 million. 

US based United Rentals has acquired 
Orange Hire in Australia from Arcadia Capital 
which has owned it since 
2020. Orange operates 
from seven locations 
in New South Wales, 
Victoria and Queensland.

Tadano achieved first 
quarter revenues of ¥62.5 
billion ($397.6 million) 
down 3.7% on the same period last year, but 
pre-tax profits jumped 57% to ¥4.2 billion ($27.1 
million) due to substantial reductions in the cost 
of sales.  
Revenues by product: 

Mobile cranes ¥43.6 billion ($277.4 million) down 
1.8%
Loader cranes ¥4.4 billion ($27.8 million) up 2% 
Aerial work platforms ¥2.8 billon ($17.8 million) 
down 36.4% 
Other revenues ¥11.7 billion ($74.5 million) down 
1.1% 
The company is forecasting full year revenues of 
¥315.5 billion ($2 billion), with a pre-tax profit in 
the region of ¥17 billion ($108 million). 
 
UK mastclimber and hoist rental specialist 
Brogan Group has acquired UK common 
tower manufacturer Construction Access 
Systems - CAS - in an all-share purchase 
deal. CAS was established in 2010 to design and 
manufacturer common towers that are used by 
several hoists at the same time. 
Managing director Tony Faulkner 
joins Brogan in an international 
sales role to promote common 
tower systems.

US based Barnhart Crane and Rigging has 
acquired Canada’s NCSG Crane & Heavy 
Haul, which operates from eight locations across 
western Canada. It is Barnhart’s first international 
acquisition and the 
largest to date. Barnhart 
now operates from a 
network of nearly 60 
locations.

Belgium group Dufour has acquired Belgian 
crane company Jean Boutique, bringing 
together two 100 year old competitors.  
J. Boutique runs a fleet of All Terrain and crawler 
cranes to 700 tonnes from locations in Mons 
and Liege. Revenues last year were €20 million. 
Dufour runs cranes up to 800 tonnes and truck 
mounted lifts to 90 metres from locations in 
Tournai, Belgium, plus 
Paris, Dunkirk and Le 
Mans in France, with 
revenues last year of 
€160 million.
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Magni panel handling 
attachment
Italian telehandler manufacturer 
Magni has unveiled a new 
attachment for lifting and installing 
large individual flat panels of 
glass, metal or ceramic/marble 
material weighing up to 500kg 
for the standard four cup vacuum head, while and eight cup option 
boosts this to 700kg. The device is aimed at placing such panels 
in challenging positions, especially at heights beyond the reach of 
glazing robots and spider cranes. 

Designed for use with Magni’s 360 degree models, the Vacuum ‘ER-
Litocran 700’ comprises a power pack, a short two section telescopic jib 
with 180 degrees of articulation (90 degrees above and 90 degrees below 
horizontal) mounted on a slew ring under the power pack, with a slewing 
range of 180 degrees - 90 degrees either side of centre. The jib is topped 
by the vacuum suction head which has 360 degrees of rotation and can 
be manually tilted by up to 90 degrees for placing panels on a wall or 
ceiling, all 
of which 
can be 
operated 
via a 
remote 
controller.

Brazilian subsidiary for 
Sinoboom
Chinese aerial manufacturer 
Sinoboom has opened a new 
subsidiary and distribution 
facility in Jundiaí, on the 
north side of São Paulo in 
southern Brazil. The new operation will be responsible for machine 
sales, aftersales service, spare parts supply and training. The new 
subsidiary will be managed by Marcelo Yamane who joined the 
company last year as business development director for Brazil.

The opening event was attended by around 100 people, including 
representatives from dozens of Brazilian rental companies. Speaking at 
the event Yamane said: “The South American market has huge potential. 
Sinoboom has already found favour with many rental companies across 
the region and already enjoys high brand recognition. The new subsidiary 
will provide a local business approach tailored to Brazilian customers’ 
expectations, allowing us to be extremely responsive.”

The new attachment 
in operation Attendees at the opening ceremony
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news highlights
Spierings has appointed Herald 
Wattenberg as commercial director
Germany’s Perthel Stahlbau has 
taken a 70t Tadano AC 4.070L-1 
Bobcat has broken ground on a 
new plant in Monterrey, Mexico
Manitou has shipped the first scissor lifts from 
its plant in Greater Noida, India 
Italian low level aerial lift manufacturer Axolift 
appointed Lolex as distributor for UK & Ireland 
Tower crane rental group Radius has teamed 
up with AMPD Energy to promote its 
Advanced Energy Storage System
Versalift UK MD Andy Bray is 
leaving the business  
Wacker Neuson has opened a 
new spare parts centre in Mülheim-
Kärlich
Genie has appointed Ben 
Bradshaw as executive VP North American 
sales, while Will Westley and Sharbel 
Kordahi assume new roles
Terex Self-Erecting tower cranes has 
appointed EWPA as distributor for Poland
UK’s Star Platforms has appointed 
John Aubin as technical director  
Germany’s Stützle-Späth has taken 
five new Ruthmann truck mounts, 
a 90m T 900 HF and four 33m T 
330 XS
inspHire has integrated ‘pay-by-link’ into its 
rental software
Hiab has launched MyHiab, a 
mobile app
US based Diversified Fall 
Protection has appointed Kynan 
Wynne as ‘chief people officer’
Kuiphuis Kraanverhuur has ordered 
a third Spierings SK2400-R eLift 
tracked tower crane
Dutch company Scheepsma Logistiek has 
taken a Klaas K1003 truck mounted crane
Palfinger has opened a new aerial lift repair 
and service facility in Vienna, Austria
Sinoboom has appointed 
Alistair Palacioglu as business 
development director Middle East
UK’s Xenith Heights has appointed 
IPS Ireland to distribute its Aresta 
safety products
Manitowoc has upgraded its training centre in 
São Paulo, Brazil
Ireland’s Dromad Hire has achieved IPAF 
Rental+ certification
An IPAF Past Presidents meeting was held 
in France
Sennebogen has broken ground on an 
expansion to its facility in N. Carolina
Pizzolato Trasporti has taken the first 
Spierings SK597-AT4 eLift in Italy
UK’s Nationwide Platforms has taken its 
first 13.5m Versalift VTL 135 All Electric van 
mounted lifts
Malaysia’s Coastal International Marine has 
ordered a 100t Huisman knuckle boom crane

Haulotte has appointed ICOGEF Equipments as 
its distributor for Ivory Coast
Scotland’s Johnston Rigging Fife has taken a 
40t Liebherr LTM 1040-2.1
Germany’s Berres Kranverleih has taken a 180t 
Liebherr LTM 1160-5.2
Danfoss has launched a mobile hose assembly/
repair workshop programme
Germany’s Sommer Kranverleih has taken a 
700t Liebherr LTM 1650-8.1
Dutch company 1.2.3 Machineverhuur has 
taken 20 new Genie booms and scissors
Caldwell Lifting Solutions has delivered the 
100th Vita Load Navigator
Skyjack has appointed Arthur 
‘Trey’ Miller as sales manager 
Florida & Caribbean  
The new Lima Metro has taken a 
Platform Basket RR14 Evo road-
rail boom lift 
Germany’s Beyer Mietservices has taken 16 
Oil&Steel spider lifts
The Moortown Group has taken the first Wolff 
6523.12 Clear tower crane in the UK
Palazzani has appointed Access Worx as its 
distributor for Victoria, S. Australia, Queensland 
and NSW
Portuguese tower crane maker Soima, is now 
‘Stafford Tower Cranes’
UK based The Mewp Training Centre has 
opened a location in North London
UK prime minister Rishi Sunak visited Niftylift 
as part of his election campaign 
Manitowoc is supporting Brooke’s House 
rehabilitation centre 
Scotland’s Stoddart Crane Hire has taken a 
150t Liebherr LTM 1150.53 
Spider lift maker Palazzani has opened a sales 
operation in the USA - Palazzani North America. 
US Tyre manufacturer OTR Engineered 
Solutions has launched an online portal
Germany’s Scholpp has taken two more 80t 
Tadano AC 4.080-1 
UK’s Mac’s Truck Sales has 
appointed Peter Knowles as sales 
executive S.England 
Poland’s Petrolift has ordered 21 
Grove four to six axle All Terrains
Multitel hosted a series of open days for young 
people
Versalift UK is to offer lifts on Renault’s Trucks 
Master Red Edition chassis
Manitowoc has launched a series of service kits
Modulift has opened a training academy in  
the UK 
UK rental company Speedy received RoSPA’s 
President’s award 
Atlas loader cranes has appointed Drive 
Products USA as a distributor 
Hiab has introduced new spare parts options 
‘Red Parts’ and ‘Exchange parts’ 
Herc Rentals has acquired All 
Rental Center of Colorado Springs 
from Jeff Thorp
US based Maxim Crane has 
appointed Greg Bellcoff as vice 
president fleet 

UK’s Commhoist has taken a 12t Böcker AK 52 
truck crane
UK load monitoring company DLM is to 
incorporate SaaS into its products
CTE North America has appointed 
Vermeer Southeast as a 
Traccess spider lift distributor
MEC has appointed Rick Penkert 
as national account manager
Italy’s Mantovani Global 
Services has taken a 150t 
Liebherr LTM 1150-5.3 
Germany’s Gräber has taken 15 46ft Aichi 
SP14DJ telescopic boom lifts
Manitowoc has donated a crane simulator to 
the IUOE International Training and Education 
Center in Texas
UK based JMS has taken seven AlmaCrawler 
tracked booms and scissors 
UK’s DSM Contract Lifting has taken a fourth 
12t Böcker AK 52 truck crane
John Davis of Custom 
Equipment/Hy-brid Lifts has died
Jekko has appointed SkyJacks 
as dealer for its cranes in South 
Africa
Palfinger has upgraded its aerial 
lift facility in Löbau, Germany
Hy-Brid Lifts/Custom Equipment 
has appointed Gary Coke as sales 
director S.Central USA
Mammoet Australia has adopted 
a ‘hands-free lifting’ policy 
In Belgium Dufour has acquired 
crane company Jean Boutique 
Ireland’s CP Hire has taken more Sinoboom 
scissor lifts
Sunbelt Rentals has acquired Washington/
Baltimore based ABC Equipment Rental
Stafford Crane Group has 
appointed Mike Posener 
as marketing & business 
development director 
Liebherr is teaming up with 
Krank to launch an online Used 
Equipment Marketplace
Spider lift manufacturer Platform Basket has 
opened PB Canada in Toronto
Sinoboom has opened a new facility in Brazil
Switzerland’s Emil Egger has taken a 30m CMC 
S30 spider lift
India’s Mtandt has hosted a PPE fashion show 
Germany’s Franz Bracht has taken a 35t 
Liebherr LTM 1030-2.1 
California’s Rental Guys has acquired 
Sacramento’s Aba Daba Rentals 
Tobroco-Giant has launched the G2700E HD 
all-electric telescopic loader 
Finland’s Leguan Lifts has appointed 
‘Equipment Provider’ as distributor for Latvia 
and Lithuania
Ireland’s Kevin Keogh Crane Services has 
taken a 110t Liebherr LTM 1110-5.2
UK's Marsh Plant Hire has taken a 110t 
LTM 1110-5.2 and four 60t LTM 1060-3.1's

See www.Vertikal.net news archive for full versions of all these stories

Andy  
Bray

Alistair 
Palacioglu

Trey  
Miller

Rick 
Penkert

Peter 
Knowles

Mike 
Posener

Kynan 
Wynne

John  
Davis

John 
Aubin Gary

Coke

Herald 
Wattenberg

Greg 
Bellcoff





17

low level platforms

The market for low level aerial work platforms - with working heights of five 
metres or less - is reaching record levels, reflecting a growing awareness that 
such machines are safer as well as being more efficient and productive. We take 
a look at the market and the latest product launches.

Low level access 
market at a high
Falls from heights of up to five metres are 
by far and away the biggest cause of life 
changing workplace injuries and fatalities. 
They are also the largest single cause of 
minor strains and muscle pulls, as tradesmen 
climb ladders and steps and then work 
without holding on. 

It is estimated that in countries such as the 
UK or Italy well over a million people use one 
form of low level access equipment every day. 
This includes step ladders, mobile tower bases 
and podium steps etc. The market has been 
changing however, following the introduction 
of what is now referred to as ‘low level aerial 
lifts/work platforms' - including battery powered 
push around and self-propelled manually 
powered models. The big change came in the 
UK in late 2005 as a result of the European Work 
at Height directive which the UK typically ‘gold 
plated’ and over rigidly interpreted and enforced. 

The big change was that some form of fall 
protection was required regardless of height. 
Up until then the general rule was this was 
only required above two to three metres. Some 
major contractors were said to have banned 
the use of any type of ladder on their job 
sites. Panic began to set in, helped along by 
the rapidly spreading myth that ladders were 

banned by the UK’s Health and Safety Executive.

The fear was exacerbated by ‘get rich quick’ 
opportunists offering ‘free’ work at height 
audits and advice as a Trojan horse to simply 
sell equipment. All this stoked the fire and the 
demand for alternatives to ladders. The Health 
& Safety Executive was obliged to issue a 
statement saying that ladders had not been 
banned and could continue to be used as long 
as proper risk assessments had been carried 
out and safe work practices followed. However, 
the practice of working from a ladder using 
two hands to carry out the work, especially 
for extended periods, was highlighted as 
unacceptable. 

At the start of 2006 UK manufacturer NSG 
unveiled its Chinese-built Pop-Up push around 
lift at the Hirex show with a 3.63 metre working 
height. The company took an enormous number 
of orders for the new machine. Pop-Up sales 
continued to soar, causing other manufacturers 
to pile in. The market continues to grow with 
some UK rental companies now running fleets 
of more than 6,000 units. However, they still 
represent a small percentage of the total market 
potential if manufacturers’ estimates are to be 
believed. This is certainly the case in Italy where 
campaigns are underway to reduce the use of 
ladders.

In the beginning…
The original Pop-Up weighed 279kg and was 
priced at around £2,500 to £3,000, but generated 
rental rates of around £100 per week making it a 
decent investment.

In the USA, Custom Equipment shipped its first 
product - the 10ft self-propelled Hy-Brid HB-1030 
scissor lift in 2004 with a five metre working 
height and an overall weight of less than 500kg. 
Its introduction was driven not by regulation but 
by the increasing use of suspended floors, with 
capacities that ruled out the increasingly heavy 
15ft scissor lifts.  

Custom Equipment 
shipped its first product 
- the 10ft self-propelled 
Hy-Brid HB-1030 scissor 
lift in 2004
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UpRight had introduced its 12ft TM12 with a 
5.8 metre working height in 1994, but by 2001 
its overall weight had grown to 630kg. Models 
such as this have since been introduced by 
JLG, Skyjack and more recently several Chinese 
manufacturers and ELS from Turkey. Another 
important manufacturer over the years in this 
market has been Italian manufacturer Bravi, 
which introduced its original Leonardo in 1995.

The end result of all this and other developments 
is that anyone looking for a platform - push 
around or powered - with a height of up to about 
five metres has plenty of choice.

New push arounds
Over the past few years new low level product 
development appears to have focused on self-
propelled models with few new push around 
products announced. That has however recently 
changed with both push around powered and 
non-powered models coming on stream. 

Axolift’s first scissor
Italian low level aerial lift manufacturer Axolift 
launched a new 4.95 metre working height push 
around scissor lift, the P300, and says a self-
propelled version is on the way.

The new entry level machine - the company’s 
first scissor lift - has a platform capacity of 
240kg and is manufactured at its plant in Pove 
del Grappa - between Verona and Venice. It has 
an overall width of 765mm, an overall length 
of 1.27 metres, a stowed height of just under 
1.78 metres and weighs 390kg. A simple 24 
Volt system and AGM battery pack provides 
power for the lift function, while features include 
automatic two wheel braking when the platform 
is elevated and heavy duty castor wheels. 

Chief executive Massimo Grossele said: 
"Our growth strategy to become a leading 
manufacturer of low level products is a 
continuous expansion of our product line. 
Compact scissor lifts are a natural progression, 
and thanks to its modular design the same 
chassis can be used for a self-propelled version 
of the P300. We are convinced that a classic 
product like this scissor lift will help us enter a 
wider variety of new markets, while increasing 
sales in existing ones.”

A higher Nano
Last September, JLG's Power Towers division 
unveiled a new 12ft push around - the Nano35 
- with a working height of 5.5 metres. The new 
model uses a three section steel box section 
mast providing one metre more working height 
than the regular Nano and 400mm more than 
the original sigma type Power Tower, making 
it the highest reaching lift in its push around 
range. The extra height comes from longer mast 
sections which results in a greater step-in height 
requiring a step on the chassis, but both are 
below 400mm. The new model retains its dual, 
full height saloon style entry gate.

The platform is slightly smaller than the Nano 
at 840mm by 580mm and features JLG’s new 
vertical guardrail supports, eliminating the mid 
rail that users tend to stand on to gain a little 
extra height. Maximum platform capacity is 

200kg and is for indoor use only. The machine 
has an overall weight of 432kg and runs on two 
fixed wheels and two castors that can be locked 
in place. The overall working footprint is just over 
1.2 metres by 760mm, while standard equipment 
includes a maintenance-free AGM battery.

Self-propelled  
or push-around?

Snorkel has been producing push around and 
self-propelled low level lifts for many years and 
claims that in 2022 it had around 30 percent of 
the UK’s self-propelled low level market. Its best 
sellers are the S3010P push around and S3010E 
self-propelled scissors, both with five metre 
working heights. 

Asked where each model sells best, Snorkel’s 
Andrew Fishburn said: “Those working on jobs 
such as shop fitting and M&E applications 
require high work output, so operators prefer to 
be able to drive whilst elevated. The S3010E also 
has a simple ‘point and go’ joystick, allowing 
the operator to instinctively master the controls. 
The rear wheel drive front castor steer allows it 

Pop-Up's 
principal 
product the 
Pop-Up Push 
in 2011

Bravi launched the original 
Leonardo in 1995

The P300 is 
Axolift’s first push 
around scissor lift

JLG Nano35 has a working height of 5.5 metres

low level platforms
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to turn on the spot which is ideal for jobs such 
as hospital fit outs where several trades need to 
squeeze into five bed wards. If the work is more 
maintenance based or the contractor is working 
against tighter budgets, then the powered push 
around model is often preferred.”

“In 2022 we added an outdoor version of the 
S3010P - the S3210P,” he said. “Although it is 
only 60mm wider and 70kg heavier, it is ideal for 
work on outdoor shell and core applications and 
even railway platforms.” 

Micro scissors
The latest 13 to 14ft self-propelled micro scissor 
lifts offer an alternative to the driveable versions 
of push around scissors. One of the earlier 
models was Dingli’s 13ft JCPT0607DC which 
was launched in 2013 and upgraded in 2015 to 
the JCPT0607DCI. Maximum working height 
is 5.9 metres, with a 240kg platform capacity 
and weighing 860kg. The 1.3 metre by 700mm 
platform extends to 1.89 metres with the 600mm 
deck extension. Since 2021 this sector has 
exploded with products from manufacturers 
such as Genie, Skyjack, Mantall, JLG, GMG, 
Sinoboom, LGMG, Snorkel, MEC, JCB, Imer, ELS, 
Hy-Brid and Bravi - to name a few! This year has 
seen Skyjack, Snorkel and Zoomlion launch new 
micro scissor lift models.

motor. Overall stowed height is 1.9 metres with 
guardrails raised. Options include ECOtray leak 
containment, full telematics and bio-degradable 
hydraulic oil - which can also be added at the 
first oil change. The new models are said to be 
90 percent recyclable.

A new breed
In April this year, Snorkel launched its first of 
a new breed of micro scissors in Europe. The 
13ft S3013mini - two person indoor/one person 
outside - weighs 794kg and has a platform 
capacity of 272kg. Features include Snorkel’s 
fixed control box with wander lead, proven to 
save money for operators with the elimination of 
lost control boxes.

“We see this machine used on open Shell & Core 
environments, where floor loading restrictions 
prevent the usual heavier machines being 
used,” said Fishburn. “A standard 19ft scissor 
lift can be twice the weight of a micro 13, yet 

up to 80 percent of its 
life is spent working 
at heights of five 
metres of less. With 
further environmental 
pressure cutting the 
use of concreate in 
buildings and the focus 
on Scope 3 emissions 
on transport to and 
from the job site, the 
S3013mini could 
feasibly be the first on 
site and the last off, as 
it is more than able to carry out fine finish or fit 
out work as the job progresses.”

Micro lion
Last year Zoomlion unveiled its first micro, the 
14ft ZS0407E. With direct electric wheel motor 
drive and electric linear actuators to operate 
the steering and platform lift, it eliminated the 
need for hydraulic oil. Working height is 5.6 
metres, platform capacity 240kg with indoor and 
outdoor ratings. Overall width is 760mm, while 
the overall length is just 1.44 metres, putting 
it firmly in the micro scissor class as does the 
895kg overall weight. Sadly, the stowed height 
with guardrails up is 2.05 metres, requiring 
guardrails to be folded to 1.7 metres to allow 
passage through a standard 
doorway. The ZS0407E has 
a 600mm roll out platform 
extension and features include 
lithium ion battery, IP67 rated 
drive motors, a brushless 
maintenance free DC lift 
motor, a real time lift height 
display - said to be accurate 
to within three percent - and 
a load indicator with a live 
display of the actual load on 
the platform with an accuracy 
of within five percent. ■

The Dingli JCPT0707DCM micro scissor  
was launched in 2022

Skyjack’s own micros
Skyjack entered the market by badging models 
from Mantall but has now unveiled two new 
Canadian designed and built micro scissors 
- the 13ft SJ3213 micro and 19ft SJ3219 
micro - although weighing in at 1,214kg the 
SJ3219 is more of a mini scissor than a micro, 
but its overall length is only 1.5 metres. The 
13ft SJ3213 micro has a working height of 5.9 
metres, an overall width of 810mm and overall 
length of 1.5 metres and weighs 869kg. Platform 
capacity is 227kg while a 500mm roll-out deck 
extension is standard. 

The SJ3213 micro replaces the Mantal-built 
SJ3013 in North America while the 14ft SJ3014 
will remain available in Europe for the immediate 
future. Unlike the badged machines which had 
electric rear wheel drive, the new models feature 
AC electric front wheel drive motors and a 
variable speed brushless hydraulic pump drive 

The existing Skyjack Micros

The new 
Skyjack 
SJ3213  
micro

The 
Snorkel 

S3013mini

The new ZS0407E

low level platforms
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The benefits of push arounds

“The popularity of push around lifts has been 
increasing over the past few years, driven 
by a growth of applications where ladders 
and scaffolding might previously have been 
used, as more companies look for safer ways 
to work at height,” says Puglia. “Low level 
lifts are also designed to reduce strain on the 
body and lessen the risk of musculoskeletal 
injuries caused by repetitive movements, 
such as climbing up and down a ladder. When 
an individual is working safely, they are 
more comfortable, more focused and more 
efficient.”

Fit-out damage
“Usage is also increasing in construction fit out 
where slab electric scissors are used in very low, 
tight finished spaces. Contractors are realising 
that driving these machines into such spaces 
can result in damage leading to increased costs 
and penalties. Push around alternatives can 
significantly reduce the risk of such damage, 
while for rental companies, small electric 
scissors can be freed up for applications that 
require their full height, instead of renting them 
out at lower rates for lower working heights.”   

Growth driver
“With space at a premium in urban areas, 
internal areas within buildings have shrunk, 
creating a greater need for lighter weight 
products with smaller footprints to cope with 
sensitive flooring and the need to use elevators 
to travel between floors. Push around platforms 
can also be used on catwalks, landings and 
other hard to reach areas. They are ideal for 
applications such as mechanical and electrical 
work, HVAC and ductwork, drywall, painting, 
retail refit and display, and cleaning, providing 
productivity improvements over ladders by 
enabling craftsmen to work freely with both 
hands.”

“The growing number of manually powered 
lifts also offer an eco-friendly solution with no 
batteries, hydraulics or oil, making them leak and 
fume free and completely quiet, ideal for working 
in environmentally sensitive areas such as clean 
rooms, data centres and hospitals. At the same 
time there is no need to worry about charging 
batteries or worrying about run times.”

“In summary, low level platforms are safe and 
simple to use, improve productivity and reduce 
fatigue and strain injuries,” says Puglia.

JLG’s low level range includes Pecolift and 
Ecolift, the electric push-around Nano 25, Nano 
35, Power Tower and Power Tower Duo, and self-
propelled Nano SP and Nano SP Plus lifts.

A few case studies
JLG has conducted several customer case 
studies, which have highlighted the benefits 
of low level access equipment compared to 
ladders, podium platforms or scaffold towers. 

Long term test

In Germany specialist fit-out contractor ISG 
substituted ladders for low level platforms 
over a two year period. Until then ladders 
made up 90 percent of its access needs, 
however at the end of the two years ladders 
were only used for 10 percent of the work. 
The company reported the following factors 
when using the low level platforms:

•  �Subcontractors delivered better quality 
work, with greater efficiency reducing the 
time needed to complete tasks.

•  �Improvements were noted in the overall 
health of those carrying out the work.

•  �Paperwork was reduced as daily ladder 
permits were unnecessary.

The lead health and safety professional on 
site, Artur Stala, said: “There was a clear 
improvement in quality, efficiency, ergonomics 

and worker health when using the Pecolift in 
our region compared to the access equipment 
we had used.”

42% improvement at Battersea

The Pecolift was also credited with improving 
productivity on a project at Battersea Power 
Station in London, where Imtech replaced 
podium platforms with Pecolifts for the 
installation of 600 metres of electric cable 
containment. The company claimed a 42 
percent productivity improvement. Users liked 
being able to elevate the platform to the exact 
working height and found repositioning the 
platform to a new location was easier, thanks 
to eliminating the need to climb steps each 
time. 

Six minutes vs 25 minutes

UK contractor Laing O’Rourke used a Power 
Tower platform in place of scaffold towers 
on a project and claimed significant time 
savings. In fact, a task that took 25 minutes to 
complete with scaffolding took less than six 
minutes with the Power Tower.

low level platforms

With demand for low level ‘powered’ access continuing to grow, 
JLG has been expanding its product line to meet the changing 
market demands. Its director of sales and business development 
for Power Towers, Richard Puglia, talks about the market sector 
and its products.

Nano 35

JLG 
Peoclift
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all terrains

In terms of new developments and innovation, the All Terrain market sector has 
been a trifle quiet over the past year having undergone some interesting changes. 
Most manufacturers now plan their major new model launches to coincide with 
Bauma - although the next show is still 10 months away - often unveiling products 
that are still a year or two away from being ready to deliver. We take a look at 
latest developments and report from Liebherr’s recent Customer Days event.

All quiet on the  
All Terrain front

Liebherr used its Customer Days event to 
unveil the new six axle, 400 tonne  
LTM 1400-6.1. To some extent it is simply 
a re-engineered version of its popular 350 
tonne LTM 1350-6.1, with the same 70 metre 
main boom configuration, but equipped with 
all the latest tech including the VarioBallast 
counterweight system that boosts the load 
chart, while providing a reduced tailswing 
when needed. It also extends the single 
engine concept to 400 tonnes and is said to be 
easier and quicker to set-up. More details on 
the crane can be found on page 30.

Market size and capacity
In recent years, Liebherr has tightened its 
stranglehold on the AT market, and manufactured 
more than 2,000 units for the first time in its 
history last year. Its dominance has been helped 
by Tadano’s ongoing challenges of absorbing 
Demag following the acquisition of its mobile 
crane business in 2019. 

Earlier this year Tadano announced that it will 
close its plant in Wallerscheid, one of two 

former Demag facilities in the Zweibrücken 
area. In all around 400 jobs are expected to go 
between now and mid-2025, with some of the 
Wallerscheid activity being transferred to the 
Tadano plant in Lauf, Bavaria, where it plans to 
invest in new production lines and recruit more 
staff. The company says that the move has been 
driven by the fact that the production capacity of 
the three plants is 750 to 800 All Terrains a year, 
and yet annual sales are running at around 450 
units, with no sign of a dramatic change on the 
horizon. 

Manitowoc is the other major manufacturer of 
All Terrains, with a factory in Wilhelmshaven, 
northern Germany. It has launched a number of 
new models with longer booms and appears to 
be benefiting from Tadano’s struggles with its 
production and brand integration challenges.

Updated 300 tonner
At Intermat earlier this year Liebherr announced 
an update to its 300 tonne LTM 1300-6.4 the 
main change being the incorporation of the 
company’s new Liccon3 control system and 

installation of the new chassis cab - boom 
lengths, load chart and all other performance 
parameters remain unchanged.

The new chassis cab incorporates better quality 
materials, a new ‘multifunction steering wheel’, 

Liebherr announced an update to its  
300 tonne LTM 1300-6.4 at Intermat

Liebherr’s new 
400 tonne LTM 

1400-6.1 with 70 
metre boom and 
improved Y-Guy 

Superlift  
system
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side roller blind on the driver’s door, central 
locking system with remote key, improved 
instrumentation and new display. The entire 
lighting package for the cabs and chassis - 
including new headlights and work lights - has 
also been improved.

Liebherr has also started delivery of other models 
with the Liccon3 crane control system including 
the 110 tonne LTM 1110-5.2s, the first 10 of 
which were delivered to German crane and heavy 

transport company Riga Mainz, equipped with an 
additional remote access data logger. 

New 250t Tadano
Shown as a prototype at Bauma in October 2022, 
Tadano’s new 250 tonne ‘class’ AC 5.250-2 
five axle All Terrain is now in production, while 
the previous 250 tonne model, the AC 5.250-2, 
continues to be offered alongside two 220 tonne 
five axle cranes - confusing? The new crane 
features a seven section 70 metre main boom 

topped by a lattice extension which can be 
built from 11.8 to 34.9 metres with 40 degrees 
of offset. A 7.1 metre insert can also be added 
between the boom nose and full extension 
to achieve the maximum tip height of 116 
metres. Alternatively, a 20.9 metre three section 
telescopic extension can be added with a tip 
height of 94 metres.

The maximum capacity without ‘special 
equipment’ is 175.9 tonnes at three metres 
radius. More impressively the crane can handle 
14.5 tonnes on the fully extended main boom at a 
radius of up to 24 metres. It can also manage 11 
tonnes at a 42 metre radius on a 47 metre boom. 
When it comes to travel, it can carry a three 
sheave hook block or a 5.8 metre heavy duty 
runner on board within 12 tonne axle loadings, 
or up to 20 tonnes of counterweight where 16.5 
tonnes per axle is permitted.

The AC 5.250-2 can install its full 80 tonnes of 

One of the main changes to the LTM 1300-6.4 is the full width chassis cab

Shown as a prototype at 
Bauma in October 2022, 
Tadano’s new 250 tonne 

‘class’ AC 5.250-2 five  
axle All Terrain is now  

in production

 Tadano's AC 5.250-2 features include a new Surround View’ camera system

falconlifts.com

Telescopic and articulated spider  
lifts from 13 to 52 metres

Spider lifts at a higher level for 40 years
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counterweight in three lifts: 49.6 tonnes with a 
full 360 degrees at a radius of up to 6.2 metres 
followed by two lifts of 15.2 tonnes. The variable 
automatically monitored outrigger system allows 
asymmetrical set ups in predetermined extension 
widths of fully retracted, 25, 50 and 75 percent 
as well as fully extended.

The standard IC-1 Plus crane control system 
allows the available radius to be significantly 
increased at certain slew positions. The 
counterweight can be split into a large number of 
elements - none weighing more than 10 tonnes 
- allowing relatively small trucks to be used for 
transportation.

Other features include a new patented ‘Surround 
View’ camera system with six cameras to show 
a computer assisted diagram of the maximum 
possible extension lengths for each outriggers 
with the crane in that location, making it easier 
for the operator to set up on site. A ‘TailGuard’ 
active reversing assist system uses two 
ultrasonic sensors to monitor the area behind the 
crane when reversing and works regardless of 

ambient light conditions. It shows the distance 
from stationary and moving objects on the in cab 
display, sounding a warning when close to an 
obstacle, and stopping the crane when there is a 
risk of collision. The backup assist automatically 
activates when the crane’s reverse gear is 
engaged.

Tadano’s ‘Lift Adjuster’ systems, which measures 
the boom’s potential deflection and adjusts the 
lift cylinder to compensate to reduce the risk of 
load swing out on pick up, will be available on 
the crane next year. A hill start assist system is 
also standard.

All hydraulic components have been located 
away from the superstructure cab to reduce 
noise, while both cabs have been designed for 
easier entry and exit. Power comes from a single 
HVO ready Stage V diesel with Eco Mode and 
auto start stop.

Chinese cranes -  
are they coming?

Chinese crane manufacturers such as XCMG, 

Sany and Zoomlion have been knocking on the 
door of the European All Terrain market for more 
than a decade with little to show for it so far. 
However, this might be beginning to change as 
they invest more into European style cranes and 
begin to innovate. It seems they have realised 
that in the market cheap or 'me too' simply does 
not hack it.  

Early last year XCMG launched its second 
European All Terrain - the 120 tonne four axle 
XCA120E - with a seven section 66 metre main 
boom, topped by an 11.65 to 18.5 metre bi-fold 
swingaway extension, which can offset by up 
to 40 degrees. Two 7.1 metre lattice extension 
sections can be added between the boom nose 
and the swingaway to achieve the maximum 
tip height of just over 96 metres, while the 
maximum radius is 60 metres. The 120 tonne 
nominal capacity is achieved at a theoretical 2.5 
metres, at three metres it can handle 80 tonnes.

Power comes from an MTU diesel driving a 
12 forward - two reverse speed ZF 12 TraXon 
transmission, with the three rear axles all driven, 
while all wheel steering is standard as is a 
retarder. The independent suspension system 
avoids the need for full width axles and is similar 
in its overall concept to that used by Grove. The 
new crane has an overall width of 2.75 metres, 
while the overall length is just over 14.3 metres.

The outriggers have up to five working widths, 
fully retracted, 3.83, 5.0, 5.9 or seven metres 
when fully extended. Maximum counterweight 
is 33 tonnes, made up of eight slabs allowing a 
variety of configurations. The crane follows the 
launch at Bauma last year of the 60 tonne XCA60 
EV three axle hybrid All Terrain.

Sany’s 60 tonner  
can it be a winner?

Last summer Chesterfield based Sany UK 
received its first 60 tonne three axle SAC600E, 
kicking off its plans to strengthen its presence 
in the European market. French rental company 
Foslev and the Hungarian Army took delivery of 
several units last year.  

Andrew Snow, previously with Tadano UK was 
recruited to lead the Sany crane business in the 

The AC 5.250-2.1 can 
lift 14.5 tonnes on its 

fully extended main 
boom at a radius of up 

to 24 metres

Early last year XCMG launched its 
second European All Terrain - the 120 

tonne four axle XCA120E

The XCA120E has a seven section 
66 metre main boom, topped by 

an 11.65 to 18.5 metre bi-fold 
swingaway extension
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UK and Ireland. When it comes to All Terrains 
he is betting on the 60 tonne SAC600E to get 
the brand established. “I think the 60 tonner is 
probably the most popular sized AT in the UK at 
the moment,” he says. “The SAC600E has a very 
good initial specification requiring few options 
and can be delivered very quickly.”

Snow bases his expectations on his estimate 
that around a third of all ATs sold in the UK are 60 
tonners or smaller, however, there are plans to 
bring in 120 and 250 tonne All Terrains as well. 
The SAC600E features a six section 50 metre 
main boom and can handle its 60 tonne nominal 
capacity at three metres over the rear. A 16 
metre bi-fold swingaway extension with offsets 
of 20 and 40 degrees gives a maximum tip height 
of 69 metres. With its maximum 13 tonnes of 
counterweight installed it can handle 800kg at 
39 metres radius. With full counterweight and 
hook block on board axles loads are less than 16 
tonnes. While 4.2 tonnes of counterweight on the 
deck takes axle loads below 12 tonnes.

is 2.55 metres wide with a maximum travel 
speed of 80kph.

Updated City Crane
Japanese crane manufacturer Kato introduced 
an upgraded 13 tonne CR-130Rf City Crane - the 
CR-130Rv - at the start of the year, with the 
first units delivered in April. The main changes 
include a new Hino JO5E-VA Stage V engine 
with Selective Catalytic Reduction and Diesel 
Particulate filter, standard ABS braking, a 
new crane control system with ergonomically 
improved electronic joysticks which also allow 
the operator to set and record operating speeds 
and be more functional and comfortable to use.

Outrigger functions can now be operated from a 
hand held remote controller, which incorporates 

The Sany SAC600E features a six 
section 50 metre main boom

The new carrier cab has three seats which 
fold into a bed, a 10.1 inch touch screen 
including reversing camera and multimedia. The 
superstructure cab tilts up to 20 degrees and 
features a 10.4” LMI display screen. A wireless 
remote for outrigger and main boom operation is 
also standard. 

Power is supplied by a Stage V MTU diesel 
driving an Allison transmission and Kessler 
axles. The front and rear axles are driven while 
all three are steered for a 6x4x6 configuration. 
The MachineLink+ remote telematics package 
is standard showing machine position, status, 
maintenance management and alarm status. The 
unit has an overall length of just under 12 metres, 

The Sany remote control

The Sany chassis cab

auto-levelling and engine control speed functions. 
Maximum spread is 4.75 metres with load charts 
for three intermediate positions, in addition to 
fully retracted.

The crane retains its six section 24 metre boom 
topped by a 3.6 to 5.5 metre hydraulic luffing 
jib, offsettable by 60 degrees, for a maximum 
tip height of almost 32 metres. A three tonne 
searcher hook is standard equipment. The crane’s 
overall length is unchanged at 7.5 metres, with 

Kato introduced an upgraded 13 tonne CR-130Rf City 
Crane - the CR-130Rv - at the start of the year

The Kato 
outrigger 
functions 
can now be 
operated 
from a hand 
held remote 
controller

an overall width of 1.99 metres and overall height 
of 2.87 metres. Total weight is only 13.83 tonnes, 
split roughly evenly between the two axles.

Three of the first cranes delivered in Germany 
have gone to Mini & Mobile Cranes Körner and 
Baumo Kranservice. Though the companies are 
separate, they work closely together sharing the 
same yard in Duisburg. In 2019, Mini & Mobile 
Cranes Körner developed an in-house electric 
pack for the Kato CR-130 model range which can 
also be fitted on the new models. ■

Kato CR-130Rv 
cab controls

The Kato CR-130Rv with searcher hook
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This year’s Liebherr Customer Days - the seventh to date - was another mobile 
and crawler crane spectacular, held for the first time at its repair centre in 
Ehingen-Berg, a short drive from the main Ehingen production facility. Although 
held every three years, it has been six years since the last event - with the 
planned 2021 gathering a casualty of the pandemic. 

Liebherr wows

Around 3,000 customers from all over the 
world were invited to the three day event to 
see its latest All Terrain and crawler crane 
products and innovations. They included a 
new 400 tonne All Terrain - the LTM 1400-
6.1 - a new version of its Crane Finder app, 
driver assistance systems and RemoteDrive 
for its All Terrains. And of course, a chance to 
marvel at the incredible crane demonstrations 
ending with a spectacular lift that always 
wows the audience. On the Saturday 
following the event Liebherr held an open 
day for employees and their families with an 
estimated 25,000 people attending.

New 400 tonner
The only brand new crane on show was the LTM 
1400-6.1. Billed as the world’s most powerful 
six axle crane it will replace the popular 350 
tonne LTM 1350-6.1. Main features include a 
six section 70 metre main boom including an 
improved Y-Guy Superlift system with a simpler 
single lift set up and a hydraulic quick coupling 
system that automatically closes when the 
boom is lowered between the two Y-frames. The 
electrical connection is established with one final 
movement, making it ready to operate in just a 
few minutes. The LTM 1400 is now the smallest 
crane with the Y-Guy system in the Liebherr 
line-up.

Liebherr says that the new all-rounder is 
“extremely flexible and economical thanks to a 
wide range of accessories, a highly functional 

modular boom kit and familiar Liebherr 
technologies as well as driver assistance 
systems increasing road safety”.

Although we have not yet seen the load charts, 
the LTM 1400 is said to have ‘significantly 
higher’ capacities than the LTM 1350. Various 
extensions and jibs are available, starting with 
the fixed lattice jib/extension that offsets by up 
to 40 degrees, it extends the boom by up to 45.5 
metres taking the maximum tip height to around 
120 metres. An 80.5 metre luffing jib takes the 
maximum tip height to around 140 metres.

As with its predecessor the counterweight for 
the LTM 1400 is 100 tonnes with an additional 

all terrains
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The new LTM 1400-6.1

Liebherr wowed customers by driving an LTC 1050 onto a tandem lifted beam
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40 tonnes available. However, the new crane 
uses the VarioBallast system that hydraulically 
extends the ballast from a minimum radius of 
5.6 metres for working in confined spaces to a 
maximum of 7.7 metres for maximum capacities.

However, unlike the LTM 1350, the LTM 1400 is 
powered by a single engine - an eight cylinder 
Liebherr diesel - with mechanical drive to the 
superstructure. It also features VarioBase 
outrigger set up with load charts automatically 
calculated for the outriggers when extended 
in any position up to 50 percent - a first for a 
crane over five axles - then 75 percent and fully 
extended.

For road travel the crane has an overall length 
of 17.8 metres and can meet 12 tonne axle 
loads with the full boom and a hook block on 
board. On site or where 16.5 tonne axle loads 
are permitted it can carry the boom, 10 tonnes 
of counterweight, a hook block and Y-guying 
system.

Other new features are the various driver 
assistance systems including a ‘Blind Spot 
Information System’ which warns the driver 
when someone is in the vehicle's blind spot, 
particularly useful when turning. A moving-off 
information system has a visual and acoustic 
warning if someone is in front of the crane, while 
it also monitors the more obscured areas around 
the crane while it is moving.

New Crane Finder app
Liebherr has also updated its 'Crane Finder' 
database and added an app. All of which is 
designed to help customers find the right mobile 
or crawler crane for a specific job from a list of 
76 machines which also includes some older 
models.

The new database enables users to input many 
more functions including information such as 

ballast radius, support, main boom angle, 
accessory angle and central ballast for the 
project. The Crane Finder app then generates a 
list of suitable cranes. As before, all information 
can be displayed in large tiles or with a new 
compact list view.

A new 'Optimise Configuration' button, displays 
the minimum amount of counterweight 
needed for a specific lift, in order to reduce 
transportation costs and CO2 emissions. A new 
'favourites' function, allows users to select and 
save their preferred crane models for a given 
job type.

Lift spectacular
The highlight of every Customer Days event is 
a spectacular crane demonstration and finale 
- this year it included a drum, laser and drone 
show.

In 2012 the  ‘crane mobile’ involved a 3,000 
tonne capacity LR 13000 lifting an LR 
11350, which in turn picked up an LR 1350/1 
supporting an LTR 1100 lifting a scale model LG 
1750 lifting a small All Terrain! Three years later 
two LTM 1750s were mounted upside down 
by their booms on a rotating crawler crane 
undercarriage. In 2018 Liebherr suspended 

one of its new Rough Terrain cranes, caught in a 
spider’s web of rigging between the lattice booms 
of two crawler cranes. 

This year the highlight involved a three axle  
LTC 1050-3.1 - weighing 36 tonnes - being 
remotely driven off the 36 axle M-SPMT ballast 
wagon of a 2,500 tonne LR 12500-1.0 onto what 
looked like a 50 metre long lattice boom section 
which was then slewed and lifted to around 20 
metres in a tandem lift by a nine axle, 750 tonne 
LTM 1750-9.1 and an 800 tonne LG 1800-1.0.

While in the air, the LTC 1050 drove along the 
beam and then slewed over the side to lift a large 
sign stating that since 2021 the Ehingen plant has 
saved 19,500 tonnes of CO2 by using HVO fuel.

This was a highly complicated tandem lift, made 
even more difficult with the constantly changing 
centre of gravity of the load involving calculations 
in three dimensions! The LR 12500 - valued at 
around €30 million and sold to Sarens - featured 
a 7.5 metre wide high performance boom and 
1,400 tonnes of counterweight. The crane can lift 
1,700 tonnes at 100 metres and 315 tonnes at 200 
metres.

The event ran late into the evening ending with a 
spectacular drum, music, drone and laser show. ■

The LTM 1400 chassis cab
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The recent influx of new players into the telehandler market has the potential, 
at least in theory, to cause some disruption and upset the established players. 
Perhaps a more worrying factor for JCB, Manitou, JLG and other participants, is 
that many of the new entrants are Chinese companies, most of them with large 
modern state of the art manufacturing facilities.

However, the telehandler market is a real 
challenge for any new entrant, no matter how 
strong they are. Over the years it has seen off a 
number of attempts by formidable construction 
equipment manufacturers, including the mighty 
Caterpillar and Volvo, while others such as 
Bobcat and Liebherr have struggled to gain any 
significant market share after years of trying. 

The new Chinese producers currently have very 
low sales volumes, with little sign of that changing, 
due to there being a negligeable domestic market 
and very low adoption in other markets where they 
tend to do well with their other products, such 
as South East Asia and Africa. Unlike products 
such as aerial work platforms there is little room 
for innovative concepts that might provide some 
product differentiation. Most telehandler buyers, 
at least of fixed frame models, want products that 
are pretty much the same in layout and design 
concept as those built by JCB and Manitou. 
Price is a factor but given the exceptionally high 
utilisation levels expected of telehandlers, few are 
prepared to risk changing to an unknown brand in 
order to save a few dollars on the initial purchase 
price.    

Having said all that the Chinese manufacturers 
now entering the market - Sinoboom, Sany, 
Sunward, XCMG, LGMG and Zoomlion - are 
determined to ‘give it a go’ at least in Europe, if 

not North America. The current world market 
for telehandlers is estimated to be in the region 
of 75,000 units, of which around 15,000 are 
sold into the agricultural market, the majority 
in Europe. A number of people in the industry 
anticipate the overall market increasing to 
90,000 units a year and possibly reaching 
100,000 a year over the next few years. Although 
telehandlers can be used with a multitude of 
attachments the vast majority of them are only 
ever used with the basic forks for palletised 
goods or a bucket for loose material.  

Tough market to crack
As we have already said the telehandler market 
is very tough to compete in as the products 
are quite similar - almost generic - often with 
the same or similar components, while the big 
players have enormous cost advantages thanks 
to their high production volumes, making it an 
exceptionally hard market for a new entrant. 
However one area that might provide an opening 
is the growing adoption of telehandlers in some 
parts of Asia - including India - the Middle East 
and one or two countries in Africa. It is possible 
that a strong effort by the new entrants to sell 
their machines in these markets will help the 
concept take off leading to a dramatic expansion 
of the global telehandler market. 

Let battle commence

Not impossible
While it is a challenge to break into the telehandler 
market, Italian manufacturer Magni, has succeed 
thanks to a clever strategy starting with 360 
degree models, followed by other market niches, 
before tackling the mainstream fixed frame 
market (see Ricardo Magni interview on page 
39). Founder and chief executive Ricardo Magni, 
believes the Chinese manufacturers may have 
some success in countries where telehandlers 
are mostly used with forks, but struggle in places 
where the use of attachments is the norm.

telehandlers

Major manufacturers such as Bobcat and Liebherr 
have struggled to gain significant market share

Chinese manufacturers 
such as LGMG are now 

entering the market



Replacing cranes
As mentioned above, Magni made its name 
by introducing new and innovative 360 degree 
machines, and then moved into ultra heavy lift 
models that other manufacturers did not believe 
there was any demand for. The company is now 
aiming to replace small mobile cranes with its 
larger 360 degree telehandlers.

This has been a steadily growing trend on 
construction sites for several years but has not 
yet been widely adopted. It is however, one of 
the reasons cited by crane manufacturers for 
dropping 30 to 40 tonne All Terrain cranes from 
their product ranges. They tend to cost more to 
produce than a 360 degree telehandler, which 
also tends to be more compact, while having the 
option of carrying out multiple tasks using the 
wide array of attachments available. 

Ricardo Magni said: “The eight tonne/46 metre 
Magni RTH 8.46 could replace a 45 tonne Rough 
Terrain crane. The telehandler can lift one tonne 
at a 31 metre radius - the same as a Terex 45 RT 
-  and then by adding a platform attachment it 
can also replace a JLG 1850SJ as it is capable of 
a 58 metre working height with 450kg platform 
capacity - the JLG has half of this capacity at full 
height. The RTH 8.46 also has an outreach of 35 
metres with a capacity of 450kg.”

“The crane costs €420k, while our RTH 8.46 
telehandler is €450k but can also do the job 
of a €320k JLG 1850SJ,” he adds. “In theory 
this could allow the one telehandler to replace 
two machines on site, saving on delivery and 
collection costs. This is one way we see to 
expand our market and finally kill cranes under 
35 tonnes. We are also looking at bigger models 
to impact more crane sales. In America we have 
many customers that rent or buy cranes who are 
replacing cranes with telehandlers giving them 
more versatility.” 

European gains in America
North America has always had a preference 
for the ‘high boom’ telehandler design as seen 
on even the latest new products from market 
leader JLG/SkyTrak - the 6036, 6042 and 8042. 
However the European ‘low boom’ design and 
more luxurious cabs are becoming more popular 
in North America as an increasing number of 
operators get to try them. 

Magni began selling such machines there in 2015 
and has just supplied an order for more than 500 
machines - 19 metre/4.5 and 5.4 tonne units - to 
United Rentals. JCB is also confident of growing 
its market share in North America, although it 
produces both types of telehandlers. It has just 
broken ground on a new $500 million factory 
in San Antonio, Texas to build telehandlers and 
aerial lifts. Telehandlers are now JCB’s highest 
volume product line in North America.

New technology
Telehandlers are not known for being ‘tech fest’ 
machines, so at Intermat it was interesting 
to see Bobcat’s prototype TL25.60e Electric 
six metre/3,500kg compact model with more 
than its fair share of technology. Most obvious 
was a huge touch capable, OLED TV sized ‘see 
through’ screen on the right side of operator. 
The information displayed can be changed by 
running through the operator menus, but even 
when these are in use, the operator to still see 
through the screen so that visibility to the side of 
the machine is not blocked. Images from various 
cameras positioned around the machine can also 
be displayed on the screen eliminating any blind 

spots. The machine also featured Bobcat’s rear 
smart camera which detects people with warning 
colours of red, yellow and blue, depending on the 
distance they are away from the machine. 

Electric alternatives  
and retrofits

By the end of next year, if not before, most 
manufacturers will have all electric telehandlers 
in their product range, especially at the compact 
end of the market. The change to battery power 
was led by Italian manufacturer Faresin, which 
has now taken the concept up to 17 metres. 
Manitou however - in addition to adding electric 
telehandlers to its lineup - has just handed over 
the first example a full electric retrofit telehandler 
to French rental company Kiloutou which has 
worked with the manufacturer to develop the 
concept of taking used diesel telehandlers 
from the rental fleet and converting them to 
all-electric powered models using a retrofit 
kit.  The ’repowered’ machine offers the same 
performance as the original diesel model in 
terms of power and speeds etc but is said to 
provide a 40 percent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions compared with the original. The life 
expectancy for the retrofitted machines is said to 
be at least five years. ■

Magni’s strategy 
to break into the 
telehandler market 
was based on 
building niche 
models such as  
this 51 metre  
RTH 6.51

By adding various 
attachments, Magni 

claims its RTH series 
can replace a 45 

tonne Rough Terrain 
crane and a large 

access platform

Italian manufacturer 
Faresin has taken the 
electric concept up to 
17 metres

The latest 
8042 from 
SkyTrak

The prototype also featured  
Bobcat’s rear smart camera

Bobcat’s prototype TL25.60e Electric 
featured a huge touch capable, OLED TV 

sized ‘see through’ screen
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In a little over 10 years, Magni Telescopic Handlers has gone from nothing to one 
of the world’s fastest growing and innovative manufacturers by concentrating 
initially on specialist machines particularly the larger 360 degree and Heavy Lift 
models. At Intermat founder and chief executive Ricardo Magni spoke about the 
business and future plans.

Formed in 2013 the business now has a 
second generation on board - Ricardo’s four 
children Carlo, Eugenio, Carlotta and Chiara. 
The company is going from strength to 
strength launching its first compact machine in 
April and is currently investing €52 million in 
a new 200 acre/80 hectare production facility 
close to its existing plant in Castelfranco 
Emilia, Italy staffed by 540 employees. When 
those employed at its eight sales subsidiaries 
are included the head count stands at 662. 

The company now has 195 dealers around the 
world working alongside the subsidiaries - two in 
the US, five in Europe and one in South Africa. In 
2023 it achieved revenues of €509 million, a new 
record and up almost 12 percent on 2022. It also 
invested €20 million purchasing land near its head 
office for future development.

In addition to the financial results, the product 
range has also grown rapidly. By 2015 Magni had 
virtually completed its 360 degree range with 21 
models, adding the world’s highest reaching unit 
- the 46 metre/6,000kg RTH 6.46 SH the following 
year. It is now available with an eight tonne 
maximum lift capacity - the RTH 8.46. In 2020 
the company upped its game still further with 
the 51 metre/6,000kg RTH 6.51 SH. Not content 
with building the highest, Magni then began to 
focus on high-capacity models starting with the 
13 tonne RTH 13.26, currently the strongest 360 
degree telehandler on the market.

By 2022 Magni felt confident enough to move 
into the highly competitive fixed frame telehandler 
market, with eight models including 15 and 
19 metre models the TH 4,5.15/19 and the TH 
5,5.15/19 with 4,500 and 5,500kg capacity. The 
following year it unveiled redesigned versions 
of its RTH and TH ranges, with the product line 
reaching  30 different models, all with improved 
cabs and high quality injection moulded plastics. 

Finances and equity
In 2016 Magni sold a 20 percent stake in the 
business to Chinese aerial lift manufacturer Dingli 
for €14.4 million which not only helped fund 
growth, but also involved technology exchanges 
between the two companies. At the end of 
last year with growth accelerating rapidly out 
of the pandemic years - thanks says Magni to 
the decision to gear up production when others 
were cutting back - the Magni family decided 
to repurchase the shares held Dingli for €61.4 
million, providing Dingli with a fourfold gain on its 
seven year investment.

Growth strategy
The key to Magni’s growth has been its strategy 
of building ‘big’, high specification premium 
market machines which according to Ricardo 
Magni “the competition couldn’t or didn’t want to 
make.” 

Revenues increased to €164 million in 2019 but 
then dipped as Covid hit to €148 million in 2020. 

Multi-functional 
machines

However, seeing the pent up demand that was 
building, Magni took the bold step of ordering 
double the amount of parts and components, 
as suppliers faced cancelled orders from other 
manufacturers. This, in conjunction with its new 
buildings being completed enabled it to ‘fly’ out 
of the pandemic when others faced supply chain 
issues, resulting in revenues doubling to €295 
million in 2021. 

“This was not luck because we had started our 
new production facility in 2019 which was ready 
in May 2021,” said Magni. “Without it we would 
not have been able to produce double the number 

Magni completed its current facility expansion in May 
2021 enabling it to double the number of machines

Ricardo Magni
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with the 3,000kg/six metre TH 3.6. It has been 
developed in response to growing demand from 
its dealers, with the market for compact machines 
already estimated at around 15,000 units a year. 

“There is a lot of competition in this sector but I 
think we needed something a little different so at 
three tonnes we have a bit more capacity over the 
2.5 tonne norm, also a full visibility, spacious cab 
at least 100mm longer than the competition, and it 
also has the Magni Combi Touch System (MCTS) 
accessible via the seven inch touch screen as 
well as a true Load Moment Indicator (LMI) with 
extremely sophisticated and precise anti-tipping 
mechanism which allows constant monitoring of 
the vehicle’s movements to avoid overloading. No 
one has this feature on this size of machine.”

“For us, safety is very important and even a small 
machine must have the same level of safety as 
our bigger machines such as the RTH 8.46 which 
costs around €500,000. Also, three compact 
machines can be transported on a truck reducing 
costs.”

more than the main competitors. In total there are 
18 RTH models with capacities of five to 13 tonnes 
and lift heights from 18 to 51 metres. The nine 
model HTH range offers capacities from 10 to 50 
tonnes and lift heights from 10 to 14 metres.

Ricardo Magni has 42 years of experience in the 
industry, having initially worked with his father Pietro 
who in 1972 established the company Fargh with 
his children Riccardo, Giorgio and Franca to design 
and manufacture hydraulic cranes. Ricardo took over 
the management of the company in 1981 when his 
father died, just as the company designed its first 
telehandler. He began a partnership with Manitou in 
1982, with the French manufacturer taking a stake 
in the business in 1986 and renaming it MCI. 360 
degree telehandlers came along in the early 1990s, 
with Manitou acquiring the rest of the company in the 
mid 2000’s, leading to the departure of chief executive 
Ricardo Magni in 2009. The company name changed 
to Manitou Italia in 2011. In 2012 - just over three 
years after leaving Manitou - Ricardo Magni launched 
Magni Telescopic Handlers.       

The recent €52 million land investment 
means the company is now able to 

expand further with the aim to have 
as many components manufactured 

locally as possible

of machines. The following year we made a 
further significant increase effectively trebling our 
revenue in two and a half years. This was helped 
by competitors reducing stocks and cutting back 
because of the pandemic.”

The recent €52 million land investment means 
the company is now able to expand further 
with the aim to have as many components 
manufactured locally as possible. “This is three 
times the size of the Lamborghini car factory,” 
says Magni, “no one has this size of facility in the 
region. We want to concentrate the production of 
components locally to eliminate transportation, 
reduce pollution and reduce costs. We are 
working to produce our own booms and painting 
in house. However, we also aim to bring a cab 
and hydraulic cylinder manufacturer close to our 
facility.”

Included in the investment is the construction 
of 100 new homes for those working at the 
new facility, as well as a pre-school and sports 
centre. Magni has already invested €2.1 million in 
building a primary school. 

“This is a way to compensate the community 
using agricultural land for industrial purposes - 
but we are very happy doing this,” says Magni. 

New products 
This year the company has announced several 
new models, including the TH 7.10, RTH 5.18, 
RTH 8.39 and the latest to be introduced the HTH 
12.10. The Magni nomenclature system has the 
capacity in tonnes followed by the maximum 
lift height in metres. TH is a fixed telehandler, 
RTH is a 360 degree model and HTH a heavy lift 
machine.

“The HTH 12.10 has a maximum capacity of 
12,250kg and maximum lift height of 9.5 metres. 
It can take nine 
tonnes to its 
maximum 
height and four 
tonnes out at its 
five metre maximum forward 
reach - the load chart is the best 
in the market,” says Magni.

With good margins on the larger 
machines providing some cross 
subsidy, Magni has now entered 
the compact telehandler market 

The HTH 12.10 has a 
maximum capacity of 
12,250kg and maximum 
lift height of 9.5 metres

With the additional features and performance 
Magni has always looked for premium price, 
typically five to eight percent above the average 
competitor, and that is no different with this new 
model. “The increased safety and performance of 
the TH 3.6 has an additional cost, but we think it 
is competitive,” he says. “This will be the smallest 
model we offer, we are not looking to introduce a 
micro machine.”

Magni says that its 14 model TH fixed frame 
product range is now very close to being complete, 
ranging from three to seven tonnes capacity and 
six to 24 metres lift height with between three and 
19 metres of forward reach. The TH 5.24 and 6.20 
also have a five degree load movement to the right 
or left for easier load placement at height.

Other new introductions include the RTH elevating 
cab - totally redesigned from the previous version 
which now complies with ROPS/FOPS standards. 
The cab can be raised three metres and can tilt by 
up to 16 degrees, particularly useful in the waste 
handling sector as well as with the tree cutting 
attachment.  

Three models are available with the elevating cab - 
the RTH 6.22, 6.31 and the 6.36. Magni claims that 
their load charts are between 30 and 50 percent 

The 8 tonne/ 
46 metre 
Magni  
RTH 8.46

Magni also indicated that he was looking at the 
agricultural market and will unveil a new range 
of seven models in November this year. The 
company currently supplies Bobcat branded 
versions of its regular 360 degree models under 
an OEM supply agreement and hinted that further 
agreements may be on the cards.

Electric or Hydrogen?
Magni has no electric or zero emission 
telehandlers at the moment but when asked 
Ricardo Magni said: “After looking into electric 
power for the larger RTH machines it was not 
possible to have a battery life of more than three 
to four hours. For this type of machine, it is better 
to think of hydrogen power, but for two of our 
smaller models - the new TH 3.6 and a TH 5.8 for 
underground use - there will be electric versions 
in the future.”

The new elevating cab on the RTH 6.31EC

telehandlers

Magni has entered the 
compact telehandler 

market with the TH 3.6.



Recently launched models
telehandlers

Dieci Pegasus Elite  
and Electric

Italian telehandler manufacturer Dieci has 
launched a substantial upgrade to the top end of 
its 360 degree telehandler range starting with the 
6,000kg/35 metre Pegasus 60.35, which becomes 
the Pegasus 60.35 Elite. The move is part of a 
programme to offer three levels of machine build 
- Pegasus Essential, Pegasus Classic and the new 
Pegasus Elite. The major changes for the Elite are 
the all-new controls in the form of the Easy Tech 
System - developed entirely in house - along with 
a completely redesigned cab that sits right at the 
front of the chassis and features ‘smart’ intuitive 
controls.

The company also unveiled its first all-electric 
model at an agricultural exhibition in February 
in the form of the six metre/2,600kg Mini Agri 

e-26.6. A version for the construction market 
was displayed at Intermat in April. Both units 
are similar to the regular diesel compact models, 
but the engine is replaced with a large electric 
motor and one or optionally two lithium battery 
packs. Actual lift height is 5.68 metres, maximum 
capacity 2,600kg and travel speed 24kph. The 
other specifications remain the same. Finally, Dieci 
is also working on a hybrid model with diesel and 
battery pack.  

Sinoboom telehandlers
Chinese aerial lift manufacturer Sinoboom has 
entered the telehandler market announcing a 
three model range which includes two fixed frame 
machines - the 14 metre/4,000kg TH40-14 and 
the 18 metre/4,500kg TH45-18 - plus the 360 
degree 5,000kg/TH50-18R. All feature hydrostatic 
transmissions and high basic specifications. 

6,000kg/35 metre Pegasus 60.35, which 
becomes the Pegasus 60.35 Elite

Dieci’s first 
all-electric 
is the six 
metre/2.600kg 
Mini Agri 
e-26.6

Model	 Lift	 Lift	 Forward	 Overall	 Overall	 Overall	 GVW 
	 height	 capacity	 reach 	 width	 length	 height

TH404-14	 13.6m	 4,000kg	 9.5m	 2.31m	 6.2m	 2.57m	 11,600kg

TH404-18	 17.6m	 4,500kg	 13.1m	 2.3m	 6.34m	 2.6m	 12,500kg

360º

TH50-18R	 17.6m	 5,000kg	 14.3m	 2.5m	 6.9m	 3.33m	 15,415kg

Overall length is without forks

How the Sinoboom telehandlers stack up

Sinoboom has entered the telehandler market with three 
models - two fixed frame and one 360 degree 
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The fixed frame machines include standard frame 
levelling, fold down outriggers, four wheel steer, 
four wheel drive, an overall width of 2.3 metres 
allowing transportation by container, real-time 
dynamic load monitoring and cut out, auto 
engine shutdown, an emergency power system, 
a 958mm wide cab with all-round visibility, a 
seven inch smart screen with real time status 
monitoring, fully proportional joystick controls and 
automatic engine speed control to match system 
demand. Maximum road speed is 35kph. 

Wacker Neuson’s electric  
sub compact telehandler

Wacker Neuson has launched the production 
version of its new electric sub-compact 
telehandler - the TH412e. The machine is similar 
to the standard diesel powered TH412, offering a 
maximum lift height of 4.3 metres, with maximum 
capacity of 1,250kg. A 96V/18kWh lithium ion 
battery provides an uninterrupted operating time 
of more than three hours, while a 28kWh option 
offers five hours continuous operation. When it 
comes to recharging, a 3kW on-board battery 
charger is standard, with the option of a duplicate. 
The two combine to create 6kW for faster 
charging times. 

The new generation 8042 includes a lighter weight 
boom and chassis, reducing the overall weight 
significantly from 12,242kg to 9,600kg. Power is 
provided by a Deutz diesel which does not require 
DEF, reducing maintenance as does a 30 percent 
reduction in hydraulic hoses and connections.

Other improvements include a new hydrostatic 
transmission, an advanced control system and 
electric over hydraulic joystick providing easier 
operation and greater inching control. A load 
stability indicator with colour coded visuals is 
optional along with seatbelt engagement and 
operator presence technology.

Sany adds European 
telehandlers

Sany unveiled its first European style telehandler - 
the 13.97 metre/4,000kg STH 1440 - mid last year. 
This was followed up by a further two machines 
at Intermat in April - the 17.55 metre/4,000kg STH 
1840 and the 7.1 metre/4,200kg STH 742.

All three machines feature a 3.6 litre Deutz diesel, 
Dana hydrostatic transmission, ROPS/FOPS cabs 
and a three year/3,000 hour warranty. The main 
specifications are displayed below. 

JLG adds new SkyTraks 
JLG has begun the introduction of a new North 
American SkyTrak telehandler line featuring a 
redesigned structure, reworked functionality, 
new technology and improved serviceability. 
The first machines launched last year were the 
6,000lbs/2,700kg capacity 6034 and 6042 models 
with lift heights of 34ft/10.4m and 42ft/12.8m 
respectively. More recently the 42ft/8,000lb 
(12.9m/3,600kg) SkyTrak 8042 has just been 
announced.  

The 6034 telehandler replaces the 6036 model, 
while the 6042 has been updated from the 
current machine. The units are also lighter at 
14,500lbs/6,600kg and 19,100lbs/8,660kg with an 
‘optimised’ frame structure allowing three 6034s 
or two 6042s to be hauled on a single flatbed 
trailer. 

A choice of lithium ion battery 
packs is available on the TH412e

The new 8042 includes a lighter 
boom and chassis reducing the 
overall weight from 12,242kg to 
9,600kg

Model	 STH 742	 STH 1440	 STH 1840

Max lift height	 7.07m	 13.97m	 17.55m

Max lift capacity	 4,200kg	 4,000kg	 4,000lg

Capacity at max height	 2,500kg	 3,000kg	 2,500kg

Cap @ max reach tyres	 1,300kg@3.71m	 200kg@9.69m	 600@10.6m

Cap @ max reach O/R 	 N/A	 1,250kg@9.69m	 550kg@13.4m

O/A Width 	 2.35m	 2.42m 	 2.42m 

O/A Length	 4.99m	 6.16m	 6.2m

O/A Height	 2.54m	 2.59m	 2.59m

Max speed 	 30kph	 27kph	 27kph

Weight 	 8,325kg	 10,980kg	 12,300kg

Sany’s new telehandlers

Zoomlion enters 
Zoomlion unveiled its new six metre/2,500kg 
ZTH 2506 telehandler at Intermat. The compact 
machine has a maximum lift height of 6.1 metres 
at which it can lift 2,000kg. The maximum 
capacity is 2,500kg, while the maximum forward 
reach is 3.5 metres at which point if can handle 
800kg. The compact machine has an overall width 
of 1.83 metres, an overall length of just over four 
metres and a 1.95 metre overall height.

Zoomlion has also launched two other fixed frame 
models - the seven metre/3,500kg ZTH3507 and 
12.7 metre/3,500kg ZTH3513 - along with two 
360 degree machines - the 18 metre/4,500kg 
ZTH4518R and the 24.8 metre/4,500kg ZTH4525R. 
The smaller unit can take three tonnes to its 
maximum lift height, while the larger model 
can handle two tonnes at full height. Maximum 
forward reach is 15.1 and 19 metres respectively 
with a capacity of 600kg and 300kg.

Hydrostatic 4x4 drive, 360 degree continuous 
slew, a 10.1 inch integrated display and floating 
forks are all standard, while options include an 
integrated work platform, buckets and lifting jib. ■

Zoomlion unveiled its new six metre/2,500kg 
ZTH 2506 telehandler at Intermat

Bobcat’s new six tonne/26 
metreTR60-260 roto telehandler 
built by Magni was launched at 
Intermat

telehandlers
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In late May, Cranes & Access’ Imogen Campion visited India in order to gain an 
insight into the developments in the crane, aerial lift and telehandler markets. She 
began with a visit to Mtandt Group in Greater Noida, south east of New Delhi, one 
of the country’s pioneering sales and rental companies which is benefiting from 
India’s rapidly developing powered access industry.

Background and perspective 
India has recently overtaken China as the 
world’s most populous country, with more than 
1.4 billion citizens in an area six times the size 
of France and nine times the size of Germany. 
Yet it is estimated that there are only 10,000 
aerial work platforms available to rent with a 
further 4,000 units owned by end users. Around 
3,000 of these are said to have arrived last year 
- 1,000 of them new and 2,000 second hand 
machines. If these numbers are accurate - or 
even close to reality - the aerial lift population 
will have grown more than 30 percent in 2023, 
however there is huge expansion potential. 

Current figures suggest there is one aerial work 
platform per 100,000 people or one rental machine 
per 140,000. Compare that to the United States 
and the figure is well over 200 per 100,000, 
Europe’s figure is now more than 100, while China 
has grown rapidly from a similar level to India in 
2020 to around six per 100,000 in 2024. Having 
said all this, a major factor in market development 
is GDP per capita and here India is way down the 
list at 136th with about $2,500 per head compared 
to China at $12,000 and the USA at $70,000. But 
with annual GDP growth in the region of eight to 
nine percent things are changing.

Spreading the word
Mtandt chairman Rakesh Modi joined the 
company in 1984 and is passionate about the 
business. Speaking about the local market 
challenges he says: “The biggest challenge 
in India is not the price, it’s the awareness. 
Knowledge about aerial work platforms is very 
minimal, 80 percent of the potential customers 
still don’t know anything about scissor or boom 
lifts. They don’t see how fast, convenient and safe 
work platforms can be, and yet the chances are 

A passage to India            

that when the people that need them start using 
them, they won’t go back to their old ways. There 
are 1.4 billion people in India, statistically the 
market is here, even government organisations 
don’t realise their potential.”

Traditional methods of construction are still 
widely used within the country, and often those 
methods are very unsafe and impractical. “The 
first task is raising awareness, the second is 
having the availability in terms of machines. We 
are planning to add 1,000 machines this year 

Imogen 
Campion  

with 
Rakesh 

Modi

Employees 
spelling the 
Mtandt logo

Mtandt is located in an office 
complex in Greater Noida
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which is still only a drop in the ocean compared to 
the size of the country,” says Modi.

“India is growing in a very sustainable manner. 
Unlike other countries that grew very fast, India 
grows at a slow, healthy pace, it’s so huge that 
even slow is big. We also want to make work at 
height safer and more efficient as the industry 
grows.” 

“India is probably the 
cheapest place”

There are currently around 200 rental companies 
across India with Mtandt claiming a 10 percent 
share of aerial work platform market and a 28 
percent share in Chennai in the south east where 
the company is based. “India is probably the 
cheapest place in the whole world to rent scissors 
and booms, we are 25 to 30 percent cheaper 
than in China. I would say that on average the 
cost of renting a 30 metre boom is around $1,000 
a month, and a 12 metre scissor approximately 
$300 a month.” 

Mtandt is growing fast, as highlighted by a $30 
million order placed with Dingli in the first week of 
May, with machines being delivered over the next 
six months. The order includes 600 machines, of 
which around 500 are earmarked for the rental 
fleet and 100 for sales inventory. The company 
expects to place another order later this summer.

Going international 
In addition to its operations in India and Sri 
Lanka, Mtandt has dipped its toe in the UK 
market with the purchase of Web Systems 
International in Edinburgh, Scotland in 2020. 
The company produces under-deck access and 
netting solutions for installation under bridges, 
piers and oil rigs etc to improve safety and 
productivity of those working under decks or in 
other exposed high points. It has also opened a 
new subsidiary called Vertikal - no, nothing to do 
with the owner of Cranes & Access - as part of 
its expansion into tower crane sales and rental 
having signed a distribution deal with Spanish 
manufacturer Comansa. The distribution of cranes 
with capacities between 10 and 25 tonnes will 
officially begin in January however the company 
has already taken delivery of eight units with 12 
more planned before the end of the year.

A growing  
distribution business

During the visit the company also confirmed 
its appointment as distributor for Italian truck 
mount manufacturer Comet which it distributes 
across the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) region. It also represents 
Dingli, CMC, Falcon and Hoeflon in India.

Safety and training 
The company has been a major advocate for 
the safe operation of equipment. The National 
Institute of Technology Surat and IIT Delhi found 
that 11,614 people die each year in India’s 
construction industry, and this maybe far 

higher with some incidents going unreported. 
Consequently, the company founded CESL (Capital 
Equipment Services Limited) to provide safety 
training for aerial work platforms and for work at 
height in industrial environments. 

Sanjay Verma is managing director of the training 
business and having been with the company for 
seven years, he said: “Mtandt is trying to get 
a mandate from the government to ensure that 
anyone who is using an aerial work platform 
will need a license. I am hopeful that by July we 
will begin to make real progress and have the 
mandate in place soon afterwards.”

Shivani Aggarwal in 
digital marketing

Divisions of the Mtandt Group
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“In the UK and other European countries work 
at height requires training, and that is what we 
need here. Mtandt’s philosophy is a safe world, 
safe operator and a safe working environment. 
We provide safety solutions for working at height. 
There are plenty of institutes which offer crash 
courses when it comes to work platforms in India, 
but they are not accredited. You can count the 
number of certified institutes on one hand. The 
country turns a blind eye to the fact that anyone 
can operate aerial work platforms.”

“We already have a training centre in Chennai and 
with this year’s expansion plans, we will hopefully 
be able to add satellite training centres in all the 
major zones of the country, we are also looking at 
‘train the trainer’ programmes.”

50 years in business
Mtandt can trace 
its roots back 
to 1974 when 
Rakesh’s father 
Rajkumar Modi 
established 
‘Madras Tools 
and Tackle’ as a 
hardware store, 
evolving into 
Mtandt as the 
business grew. 

“Two members of our current staff have been part 
of the company since the very beginning” says 
Modi. “Everyone knows them as the ‘owners 
of Mtandt’, as they are the real power and the 
authority.” 

In 1985, the company introduced aluminium 
scaffold systems to the country and opened a 
manufacturing facility in Chennai. In 1995 it made 
further strides by purchasing its first scissor 
lift - a Skyjack SJ3380 - which cost $500 and 
subsequently launched an aerial platform division.

The company transitioned from a proprietorship 
to a public limited company in 2005 and five 
years later launched the ‘Academy of Safe Work 
Practices’- now known as CESL Training - to 
provide rope and access training for operators 
and engineers, and inaugurated its current 
headquarters in Padur, Chennai.

In 2012, it expanded its product range to include 
telehandlers, suspended platforms and truck 
mounted cranes, going online with maintenance, 
tools and supplies in 2014. CESL was formed 
in 2015, with CESL Training adding aerial work 
platform training in 2021.

International expansion began in 2017 when 
it branched out into Sri Lanka and then Qatar 
the following year as it expanded its aluminium 
scaffold manufacturing operations. WEB Systems 
International came in 2020, followed by the 

new facility in Jewar in Uttar Pradesh in 2023. 
Plans are on the drawing board to expand into 
Bangladesh later this year.

“We were just lucky”
Speaking of business principles and people 
management Modi says: “I believe that the 
most important element to running a successful 
company is the happiness of those working in 
the team. We have even introduced a ‘No firing’ 
policy. If you take care of your people, they’ll take 
care of you. You have to create that culture and 
we will all grow together. This year all our 1,000 
employees will become shareholders, we want to 
share our wealth with our people.”

“If anyone asks what makes us successful, I 
tell them that we are just lucky. We found the 
best people to work for us, we found the best 
customers, we found the best vendors and we 
found the best media to cover us. We are all 
about our people, we want to provide happiness 
by inspiring enthusiasm and optimism.”

Life is for living 

“Life is not about making money, it is about 
living. For my father making more money wasn’t 
important. He wanted quality time with family 
and relatives and have just enough time for the 
business. I never saw him unhappy, he’d always 
be smiling. He would say ‘we live a king-sized 
life’.” ■

Rajkumar Modi

The Mtandt headquarters in Chennai



To  r e g i s t e r  g o  t o  h t t p s : / / v e r t i k a l d a y s . n e t / f o r - v i s i t o r / v i s i t o r - r e g i s t r a t i o n

•  �You can meet directly with manufacturers, distributors  
and even competitors

•  �Scope out all the latest equipment and forge  
new connections

•  �Enjoy a coffee in the Marketplace with tech savvy 
companies, demonstrating brilliant new products  
and technology

•  �Visit IPAF and CPA to find out the latest on industry 
standards, safety initiatives, technical issues and training

•  �Organise a lunch meeting in the Catering Pavilion with 
colleagues and suppliers

There’s nothing to compare with meeting face 
to face, which is why Vertikal Days attracts more 
than 2,500 lift related professionals every year. 
With everything in one relaxed place, it really is 
a great way to make the most of your time.

Visit us at our  
NEW 2024 venue of 

Newark Showground 
on Wednesday 11th 
and Thursday 12th 

September. 

Entry is free of charge for 
industry professionals. 

FACE TO FACE AT 
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recruitment

It’s one thing to be an expert in renting out equipment - but in a market with 
labour and skill shortages, it’s also vital to know how to hire the right people.

Talk to almost anyone in the lifting equipment 
business across Europe - manufacturers 
distributors, rental companies and service 
providers - and they all highlight how hard it is 
to find and retain good people. Although career 
opportunities in the crane and aerial work 
platform market are excellent the sector has 
never been seen as sexy or even visible to the 
general public, and that can make it a hard sell 
to anyone, but especially young people looking 
to choose a career.

Winning over  
a new generation

Appealing to the next generation is never easy, 
especially when the crane or access sector is 
generally something they are not even aware 
of, even though the equipment surrounds them 
- if they could only see it. There are, however, 
methods that can be adopted. For example, 
Skyjack and its parent company Linamar are 
backers of the Skills Ontario competition. This 
annual event in Toronto sees school age students 
compete in a range of skills-focused events such 
as servicing heavy equipment and repairing cars.

“Supporting and celebrating youths interested in 
trades of all kinds is important for both highlighting 
our industry as an exciting option and for showing 
students the different paths they can take in 
their careers,” says Skyjack’s Malcolm Early. 
“We utilise information and statistics from trade 
associations and other sources, to help with our 
recruitment strategies. Furthermore, we also 

make sure that our values are clear to potential 
employees on our social media and careers 
pages.”

Never too early for Niftylift
One company that has been actively promoting 
the access industry to Primary and Secondary 
School students in the UK is Milton Keynes based 
Niftylift with its Nifty 4 Schools programme.

One of the many activities included is the RC Nifty 
Challenge Day - a team based-competition to build 
and code a Niftylift inspired, remote controlled 

The other hire

1:10 working scale model based on its HR12N 
boom lift for those in Year 8 and Year 9 - roughly 
12 to 14 year olds. 

Crane operation at My Future My Choice
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The company also runs a ‘Design a Niftylift 
poster’ competition and offers a free to download 
repository of interactive educational presentations 
and videos covering STEAM - Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Maths - subjects 
for primary and secondary schools. 

These include: ‘Make a Rotating Cage’, ‘Make 
an Articulating Boom’ and ‘Make a Telescopic 
boom’. For younger children - catch them early 
- the company has made a fault finding video 
called ‘Who Burnt the Toast, that schools can 
use to help develop fault finding skills and logical 
thought. It also has interactive video presentations 
such the 5S Challenge which highlights the 
Toyota principles for quality manufacturing, and 
a downloadable ‘Console Wiring Challenge’ and 
interactive quizzes for those who like the idea of 
designing or building things.

My Future My Choice
The Vertikal Press, owner of Cranes & Access, 
has also played a small role in the UK and 
Germany. In the UK Vertikal Days has played host 
to the organisation My Future My Choice for the 
past 10 years or so. Each year, it teams up with 
local schools with a group of young students 
attending the show on one day and a group of 
more senior students the next. While at the event 
they join in with workshops where teams are 
taught the basics of lifting and hydraulics and then 
form teams to design and build a piece of lifting 
equipment. They also have a chance to operate 
a real crane and finally are given a guided tour of 
the show with the chance to interact with stand 
personnel. 

So far it has covered schools in Haydock, 
Silverstone, Peterborough, Derby/Donington and 
this year Newark. Liebherr has sponsored the 
event over the years and provided the crane with 
a trainer. Hopefully that has at least created a few 
clusters of young people who are aware of the 
industry and its opportunities if nothing else. 



recruitment
Associations aiming to help    

Recruitment and retention in the rental sector are 
such big issues that last year the European Rental 
Association - ERA - made it one of the pillars of 
its three year strategy. Its ensuing report made 10 
recommendations to rental companies, bookended 
by broadening recruitment and embracing new 
technologies. The latter is important, along with 
wanting to work for companies which share its 
values.

In the UK the CPA’s ‘Stars of the Future’ 
awards encourages excellence in those taking 
apprenticeships, with categories from equipment 
operators to lifting technicians, tower crane 
installers, mechanics and hire desk controllers. 
Vertikal’s Leigh Sparrow, one of the judges 
said: “Over the past three years I have been 
hugely impressed by the number of high calibre 
apprentices we get to see. Choosing the eight 
winners from a short list of around 75 is a 
nightmare, with so many of them deserving. We 
also see some amazing mentors that help share 
their experience and encourage young people 
passing on their passion for the industry - a truly 
humbling experience.”    

Digital platforms
In addition, new digital platforms are emerging to 
help with recruitment challenges. One example 
has been created by Elliot Hawkins of Hawks 
Crane Hire in the UK, who set up UpRate, a 
matchmaking service aimed at the lifting industry. 
It allows those seeking work to post their 
details, qualifications and experience, and for 
employers to post their details and requirements. 
Nothing new there, but it also allows them to 
leave reviews of previous employees. Many of 
the crane jobs are immediate short term such 
as ‘Compact crane operator wanted tomorrow 
morning - Essex’ or A66 spider crane operator 
wanted one week’s work starting next week.’ But 
also, there are well paid permanent positions for 
business development managers.  

Hawkins says: “I saw the issues we were 
experiencing, particularly with recruiting 
blue collar workers and that really drove the 
development of this platform. We’ve been running 
now for nine months and it is continuing to grow.”

Training and qualification 
can be a hook 

Like many rental companies Hawks runs a 
dedicated training division with a training centre 
in Dartford, Kent, offering formal qualifications for 
crawler crane operation, crane supervisors and 
slinger signallers. In most of Europe and North 
America gaining such formal qualifications is 
expensive, putting off potential candidates from 
acquiring them, especially as some courses can 
take a week or two or even longer, adding loss of 
earnings to the cost of the course. The challenge 
for rental companies is that if you offer to cover 
the costs of obtaining the qualification for new 
recruits, you cannot always be sure how well 
they will do, although manufacturers of crane 
and lift simulators suggest that they can be 
used to weed out those with little to no natural 
aptitude for crane or equipment operation. Many 
companies offer training and support the gaining 
of the relevant qualifications on the understanding 
that the recruits will remain with the business for 

Hawks Crane Hire in the  
UK set up UpRate -  

a matchmaking service  
aimed at the lifting industry 

Stars of the Future winners
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a minimum period or pay a portion of the training 
cost should they leave before the agreed time.  

Changing demographics
“Gen Z and even younger generations are much 
more mobile based,” says Hawkins, “so offering 
them a quick solution to finding a job using their 
phones can only be a good thing. It also makes it 
easy for young people to understand the earnings 
potential that our sector offers, and how quickly 
they can be making good money.”

Simulator city
To outsiders, lifting equipment can look quite 
traditional, but in fact it is right at the leading edge 
of simulator training tools.

CM Labs was one of the first simulator 
manufacturers to get involved in the powered 
access market while also offering a range of crane 
simulators. CM’s Alan Limoges says: “There is a 
lot of excitement with younger generations when 
a simulator is in the room. Some of our clients 
are bringing our portable Edge Plus simulators 
to career fairs or taking them on the road, they 
attract a lot of attention and make for a great 
conversation starter.” 

“When young people who are deciding on a 
career path see it, it piques their interest given 
that screens and joystick controls are something 
they have always known and are familiar with. 
They take very naturally to simulation and virtual 
training. It’s amazing too, since they get the 
chance to feel what it’s like to operate heavy 
equipment in a perfectly safe environment. I’ve 
seen it happen where high school students will try 
the simulator and say, ‘Wow, I never thought I’d 

CM Labs Simulation Installation  
at Mount Lucas, Ireland

recruitment
enjoy this so much’. It gives them the opportunity 
to see the line of work in a new light and to 
envision themselves working as an operator.”

However, several simulator manufacturers that 
focus on their use for screening candidates for 
training courses also state that while the younger 
generation take to the controls like a ‘duck to 
water’ older candidates start slower, clearly not 
initially adapting to the machines like the younger 
candidates. However they begin to match and 
even overtake the youngsters over an hour or 
two, particularly if they already have previous 
experience of operating equipment.   

The National Construction Training Centre in 
Mount Lucas, Ireland has, like most of us, found 
that awareness of the industry is the biggest 
challenge to recruiting younger people. In an 
attempt to correct this is has moved to more 
simulator training and says it has begun to see 
enrolment grow as a result. 

Manager John Kelly said: “There is a new pool 

out there that doesn’t come from a construction 
or agricultural background. If you ask a 17 or 18 
year old to jump on a real machine and drive it, 
they’d be terrified. But with a simulator, they 
know they can’t do any damage or make a show 
of themselves. Simulators are creating a new 
pathway to construction.” 

Of course, for many businesses recruiting 
requires engagement with the local community. 
“We have to educate students, teachers and 
parents about the types of careers available in the 
sector,” said Limoges. The Missouri Public Utility 
Alliance, which runs CM Labs machines, has held 
a free ‘bootcamp’ for high school graduates. The 
curriculum included safety training, practical skills 
training, and the chance to network with potential 
employers. For the practical training portion, 
participants were given hands-on and simulated 
exercises. “It was inspiring to see the next 
generation getting involved in the construction 
industry,” he said. ■
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25 years of Vertikal

June marks two significant stages in the history of the Vertikal Press. The first 
and the most significant, as it relates to this magazine, is that it is exactly 25 
years since the publication of the very first issue of Cranes & Access. Prior to the 
May/June issue of 1999, the company produced Cranes UK magazine, originally 
as part of a regional range of magazines along with a German equivalent Kran & 
Bühne established in 1995 by construction equipment publisher KHL.  

The first issue of Cranes UK was published in 
the spring of 1995, sadly we have not yet found 
a copy, but do have the second issue. The 
editor was Tim Whiteman and the assistant 
editor was Murray Pollock, known to many of 
you as editor of Access International and later 
International Rental News. The second issue 
highlighted a rare, but potentially upcoming 
crane type, mini crawler cranes… a sector that 
is still growing. 

When Tim Whiteman - one of the original KHL 
team members - decided to leave the company, he 
and the other partners reached an agreement that 
he take these publications into a new company. 
So in May 1999 he established The Vertikal Press 
Ltd in Brighton, UK, however the first issue was in 
fact still published by KHL with Whiteman taking 
them over that summer. 

Tim Whiteman had come to understood that most 
major rental companies - specialist and general - 
around the world ran both cranes and aerial work 
platforms, not to mention telehandlers. This was 
also true of all the contractors, the larger ones 
having a management team member dedicated 

to access and lifting equipment and these were 
his target readership - thus Cranes & Access and 
Kran & Bühne. 

The first Cranes & Access 
In the first issue of Cranes & Access Whiteman 
conducted a joint interview with Martin 
Ainscough of Ainscough Crane Hire and David 
Barrat of Initial Plant Services - a division of 
publicly quoted company Rentokil. Ainscough had 
until then run a fleet of around 280 mobile cranes 
but had recently dipped its toe in the access 
market with the addition of around 150 booms 
and scissor lifts, mostly as a service to its crane 
customers but also to make sure it did not miss 
out on a potentially lucrative and growing access 
market. Barrat on the other hand ran Initial Plant 
Services which owned Grayston White & Sparrow 
with around 500 cranes and included the leading 
powered access rental company at the time, PTP, 
with more than 1,400 aerial work platforms. The 
two companies operated from 45 to 50 locations. 
The PTP business was run as a separate operation 
to the crane company in the belief that cranes 

A big month for  
Vertikal magazines

came with operators, while platforms did not - 
hence a different business model. The two senior 
executives had totally different views on which of 
the two policies was better - thus the interview to 
kick off the new Cranes & Access title. The article 
is still worth reading, especially with the benefit 
of hindsight. We plan to place a digital copy 
online over the next week or so. 
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Place your products in front of  
20,000 crane, telehandler and access 
platform buyers & users who will be 
reading the July/August issue of 
Cranes & Access…

IN THE NEXT ISSUE of 

Ask us about our Special Advertising Packages advertising@vertikal.net  
or call us on UK +44(0)8448 155900  or mobile +44(0)7989 970862 

This issue will include features on:
Tower Cranes  
From flat tops to self-erectors, we bring you a roundup of the 
latest product news in the tower crane sector. We also look at a 
special application or two. If you have any news or information to 
add, please get in touch.   

Send any information, news, photographs or ideas on these subjects to  editor@vertikal.net 

Every issue of C&A is also packed with our regular 
columns and news plus reader’s letters, books, 
models, training, along with the latest news from 
CPA, ALLMI, and IPAF. 

Scissor Lifts
There’s always plenty of developments in the scissor lift market, which ranges from 
small micro models to massive heavy duty models, Rough Terrain diesel or electric.  
We will be taking a looking at the developments that have been changing what was a 
relatively mature market. Have you got any news to tell?

Glass Handling 
Glass handling is becoming an increasingly important market sector for 
lifting equipment from glazing robots to telehandlers, cranes, platforms and 
some ingenious attachments. We take a look at the latest equipment and a 
few interesting projects.

Poised to be the largest gathering of lifting equipment in Europe this year, Vertikal Days 2024 will take place on 11th 
and 12th of September at the new location of Newark Showground, Nottinghamshire. With a number of first time 
exhibitors attending visitors can anticipate an impressive array of new product and brand launches from crane, aerial 
lift, and telehandler manufacturers. More than 30 first time exhibitors will be represented promising everything from 
cutting-edge technological advancements to innovative software solutions and ancillary products. 

We will take a look at what to expect along with  
advance notice on new product launches and  
information on getting a ticket and how to get there etc...

Vertikal Days 2024 Preview: Europe’s largest lifting equipment event!



200 K&Bs 
The second milestone is the publication of the 
200th edition of Kran & Bühne, the first having 
been published in 1999 and the 100th following in 
2011. While C&A and K&B naturally cover much 
of the same news and information, they have 
always been written, managed and printed by an 
entirely different team, with K&B based in Freiburg, 
southern Germany. The original office was opened 
in the town in late 1999, chosen for its proximity to 
Switzerland and France as well as its world class 
university, resulting in a multilingual talent pool. 
Several members of the current Freiburg team - 
Nicole Engesser, Rudiger Kopf and Karlheinz Kopp 
- joined the business during those first weeks. In 
fact, Nicole will tell you how she assembled all of 
the Ikea office furniture single handed. We were 
finally obliged to move from the original offices 
earlier this year.  

While Cranes & Access is aimed at a global 
audience, Kran & Bühne naturally targets the 
German speaking regions, mostly Germany, 
Switzerland and Austria. The title has remained as 
popular as ever. In the summer of 2003, just before 
Leigh Sparrow took over business, he attended the 
Platformers Days exhibition, where the change of 
ownership announcement was made. 

“I asked everyone - a lot of people I knew from 
my previous career and a good few people I didn’t 
know - what they would like to see changed 
with Kran & Bühne,” remembers Sparrow. “The 
response was both passionate and unanimous. 
‘Don’t touch it! It is already great - perfect even’. 
While I did not fully agree with this notion, it was 
one less thing I had to have to worry about. So, we 
did leave it alone. I might have tried to occasionally 
provide a little ‘soft influence’ from time to time, 
knowing full well that I would be totally ignored if 
it was not a great suggestion. Leaving well alone 
however, turned out to be a good move as it has 
flourished on its own and has grown better every 
year.” 

Vertikal.Net 
As to the online news service Vertikal.Net, it is one 
of the youngsters in the stable, dating back to the 
spring of 2001 when it made its debut at Bauma, 
well before most of the industry - or the world for 

that matter - was digitally connected. Google 
was still a baby, while Facebook was a book with 
faces in it - the Facebook we know today did not 
come along until 2004. All of the Cranes & Access 
and Kran & Bühne magazines published since 
2001 have been added to Vertikal.Net in a digital 
format and are still available to read or download. 

And Vertikal Days?
In case you wondered, the first Vertikal Days 
was held in 2007 at the Haydock showground. 
Interestingly the 1995 Cranes UK issue, contains 
a brief review of the CMPE show held that year 
in Haydock, the popularity of which led to Vertikal 
Days being based 
there for 10 years. 
Don’t forget the next 
one is planned for 
September 11th this 
year.

And one that did not last 
Around 2006/2007 the company licensed the 
content and title to a Russian company to create 
Cranes & Access Russia. Apparently, the English 
version of the magazine was already popular in 
the country, as was Vertikal.net but it was not 
accessible to all. So, Cranes & Access Russia 
was born together with Vertikalnet.ru however 
a combination of the 
financial crises and a 
licensee that lost his 
way, put paid to both 
by 2009. 

The guides
The first Vertikal Guide to an exhibition was 
Vertikal Intermat published in French and English 
in the spring of 2003 and distributed at the show. 
Vertikal Bauma - German and English - was 
added the following year and its success proved 
transformational to the financial health of the 
struggling business. Vertikal Conexpo - in Spanish 
and English - made its debut at the 2005 show. 

55

25 years of Vertikal



mammoet

Mammoet has started assembling - or should it be building - its massive 6,000 
tonne SK6000 crane at the company’s Westdorpe facility on the Belgian border 
in southwest Netherlands. It should be completed towards the end of this year. 
Announced in 2020 and promoted by the company as the world’s largest land 
based crane, this incredible lifting machine is based on the ALE containerised 
heavy lift crane concept used on the SK190 and SK350. In addition to its 6,000 
tonne maximum capacity, the all-electric SK6000 can handle 3,000 tonnes at a 
220 metre radius.

The initial work has involved the assembly 
of the slewing track, base frame, power 
packs and the control room. Three cranes are 
supporting the build - two 250 tonne crawlers 
and a 140 tonne mobile harbour crane. 

Project manager Koen Brouwers said: “This is a 
thrilling new chapter for Mammoet and modular 
construction in heavy industry, as we see the 
SK6000 taking shape. It will offer a hook height, 
outreach and lifting capacity far in excess of any 
crane on the market. We are excited to bring this 
ground-breaking technology to our customers, 
helping them achieve their project goals with 
greater efficiency and more sustainably.”

Assembly underway of 
‘World’s Biggest Crane’

Assembly begins

An aerial view of  
the assembly

The slew track 
takes shape

Computer 
generated 

design of the 
machine
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TRAINING

Another example of Australian ingenuity 
from one of our readers down under. Looks 
like the team on this timber frame project 
only had a convertible step ladder when 
they really needed a platform or small 
tower.

The solution - extra manpower. They look 
as though they would be more at home 
in the circus. We assume the job was 
completed without further drama, although 
how the man on top got down again is a 
mystery.

Who trained 
Them then?

New IPAF hoist 
courses
IPAF has launched two new programmes 
for rack & pinion hoists and platforms 
- the Construction Hoist and Advanced 
Installer training courses. 

Candidates need six months of supervised hoist installer experience to enrol in the first course, with 
a 12 month experience gaining gap before taking the advanced course. The courses cover legal 
installation, maintenance, inspection and dismantling of hoists, safe systems of work, and include 
technical theory and supervised on-site practice at an IPAF approved training centre. 

The Installer course lasts five days and the Advanced Installer three days. Graduates receive a digital 
certificate via the IPAF ePAL app, valid for five years. 

Fatal crush costs £40k
Roger Gibbons, director of UK company RM Gibbons, received a 16 week custodial sentence, 
suspended for 12 months plus a £40,000 fine and costs of £9,420 after one of his employees, 
Uldis Sankans, 30, died in a crushing incident while using an aerial work platform at work. 

The HSE found that RM Gibbons failed to properly train and risk assess the use of aerial lifts on site. 
HSE inspector, Mike Lisle said: “This incident could easily have been avoided by simply identifying the 
risks and putting in place appropriate control measures and ensuring employees have been suitably 
trained.”

Manitowoc upgrades training in Brazil 
Manitowoc has upgraded its São Paulo training centre, doubling its capacity, which it claims is 
now the largest in South America. The upgrade includes an additional crane simulator, a new 
classroom and additional instructor. Registrations for crane training in Brazil have increased by 
350 percent in recent years, making São Paulo Manitowoc’s fastest growing mobile and crawler 
crane training centre of its six international centres.

The new simulator, similar to those in the US and Germany, allows technicians to practice 
troubleshooting, maintenance and operational testing.

Global trainer, Josh Garrington said: “We are aiming to have more people better trained and in a 
shorter timeframe. Our new QuickStart programme was designed to reduce the time that it takes for a 
technician to become well versed on certain crane types from the current three to five years to less than 
18 months.”

Fractured back 
from fall
UK roofing company 
Hightech Roofing N/W 
has been fined £20,000 
plus £5,860 in costs 
after a 24 year old 
employee fell 4.8 
metres through a 
roof light in August 
2022, sustaining a 
broken foot, ankle 
and fractured 
vertebrae. 

Crane collides 
with scissor
UK companies Optilight Electrical Services 
and Expert Tooling and Automation were 
handed fines totalling £60,000 for an incident 
in which an overhead crane knocked 
over a scissor lift, causing the man in the 
platform, 52, to fall to the ground leaving 
him with eight broken ribs, a broken elbow, 
a punctured lung and a fractured skull. A 
second man narrowly escaped the falling 
scissor lift.

Mansfield based Optilight was fined £7,000 
plus costs of £1,000 for not identifying the risk 
of overhead cranes to its employees when 
working at height. Expert Tooling of Coventry, 
was fined £50,000 plus £2,000 in costs for not 
putting procedures in place to prevent the use 
of overhead cranes while work at height was 
taking place. 

HSE inspector Charlotte Cunniffe said: 
“This case clearly illustrates the disastrous 
consequences that can occur when two 
companies assume that the other has taken 
responsibility for safe working practices -  
a failure to communicate effectively.”
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Surviving the spider:  
A Lesson in Workplace Safety

interview

I first met Joni Vepsäläinen rock climbing in 
Laos, South East Asia, earlier this year. After 
climbing with him on several occasions he 
shared his story with me about a life altering 
injury he’d suffered whilst working with a 
spider lift.

Joni had a very prominent scar covering the 
entirety of his left calf. Curious, I asked about 
its origin. In March 2018, Joni, 29 at the time, 
a Finnish rope access technician and aerial lift 
operator from Helsinki, was working on a window 
cleaning job when he was run over and trapped 
by a six tonne, 30 metre spider lift, crushing his 
left leg beneath its tracks.

The spider operator - who was 20 - was driving 
the lift from the remote controller - dog walking 
as it is sometimes referred to - having completed 
his training just two weeks earlier. The incident 
occurred when Joni and his colleague were 
moving the spider lift into position to clean the 
higher windows on an office block. 

Joni had walked ahead of the spider to lift a car 
park barrier to allow the platform to pass through. 
The operator, moving along behind the lift did not 
see him and presumed it was safe to drive the lift 
forwards before receiving confirmation. In doing 
so, Joni was caught by the machine as it turned, 
knocking him to the ground and pinning him under 
the tracks. 

He attributes the fact that he didn’t lose his foot 
to the quality of his work boots. “The lift was on 
top of me for between 30 seconds and at least a 
minute until he was able to move it off me,” he 
recalled. “My colleague began to panic and was 
going into shock so I had to yell and tell him to 
call an ambulance.”

Despite the magnitude of the trauma, he says 
he wasn’t in pain which he believes was due to 
the adrenalin. An ambulance arrived within five 
minutes of being called and he was rushed to 
hospital where they put his dislocated knee back 
into place, inserted a titanium rod in his shin, and 
secured multiple bolts throughout his fractured 
lower leg. The extent of the injuries were severe, 
with his tibia, fibula and seven bones in his feet 
shattered, as well as his leg being grotesquely 
torn open.

“I was in hospital for four weeks, I did four 
months of physio and finally began working again 
seven months later. I got bored in hospital, I was 
looking forward to getting out and back to my 
hobbies and work. I kept my strength for rock 
climbing through focusing on upper body strength 

and worked on my balance through slack lining 
despite having a cast on my leg.”

He did not let the injury deter him and has been 
rock climbing for 13 years taking up the activity 
barely four months after the incident. He is now 
climbing at a technical grade equal to where he 
was before the injury but says it still prevents him 
him from doing certain exercises such as running. 

“I have been working with cranes since 2014 
and spider lifts since 2016 and have always 
known the risks that come with operating large 
equipment, but I was used to working alone or 
with others who had more experience.”

Helping others
“The incident with the parking barrier was 
something I did not expect, my colleague simply 
didn’t communicate with me,” he says.

Despite enduring severe injuries and undergoing 
extensive rehabilitation, he has not only resumed 
his professional duties but also taken on the 
responsibility of training others in safety protocols 
and effective communication in the access 
industry. His experience serves as a reminder of 
the critical importance of thorough training, clear 
communication, and vigilance when operating 
heavy machinery, ultimately emphasising the 
value of prioritising safety in any workplace.

Joni’s journey from a life altering accident to his 
remarkable recovery and return to rock climbing 
showcases his strength of character and passion 
for his work. He still works with spider lifts at 
the same company, Suomen kiipeilytekniikka, 
in Helsinki, which specialises in construction, 
property maintenance, and window cleaning.  ■

Miscommunication and insufficient training on a work site can have dire 
consequences particularly when working with large access equipment. Cranes & 
Access’ Imogen Campion talks to Joni Vepsäläinen about a life-changing incident 
that could have easily been avoided.

Joni Vepsäläinen

The spider in question
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CPA FOCUS 

Call for Action on Embargo Times
The CPA has written to the UK secretary of state for transport - Mark Harper - expressing 
concerns about the enforcement of embargo times by regional police forces, which restrict the 
movement of heavy equipment at the start and end of the working day. 

The letter highlights the inconsistent approach being adopted by different police forces, with several 
being particularly stringent and inflexible in their interpretation and enforcement of embargo times. Crane 
rental firms in particular have been targeted, facing close scrutiny and penalties for minor violations. 
One CPA member was flagged for a 49 second embargo violation, while police vehicles have been seen 
monitoring departure and arrival times at depots and sites. 

A report by the Centre for Economics and Business Research (CEBR) predicts that the enforcement 
of the regulations could result in a £1.5 billion loss over the next decade and £2.4 billion in additional 
business costs. Consistent and logical enforcement could potentially boost the UK economy by more 
than £5 billion.

The letter calls for a review of the association of chief police officer’s 2010 ‘Guidance on the Movement 
of Abnormal Indivisible Loads’ to take a sensible approach to enforcement, working alongside the 
construction industry.

The letter was also sent to other ministers, including Alan Mak - construction, Chris Philp - Policing, and 
Guy Opperman - roads, along with shadow ministers Louise Haigh, Jonathan Reynolds and Bill Esterson. 
A copy was also sent to Sussex Police chief constable Jo Shiner who leads on Road Policy at the 
National Police Chief Council.

The CPA was informed that the matter has been referred to the Home Office, as it comes under police 
jurisdiction. Policing minister Chris Philp stated that each chief constable can manage movements in 
their area and stated that large or heavy abnormal loads might need a police escort due to higher risk 
assessments, which could incur a service fee.

The College of Policing has updated its guidance, referencing the 2010 document on vehicle load 
movement. You can find the updated guidance here: www.app.college.police.uk/app-content/road-
policing-2/management-of-incidents/#vehicle-loads

CPA legal manager David Smith said: “It is disappointing that the politicians are failing to take immediate 
action to address this issue and have instead deferred it to chief constables who are simply enforcing 
the legislation implemented by the politicians.”

“The construction industry is the heartbeat of the economy, with the plant-hire sector critical to the 
successful development and delivery of large-scale infrastructure projects and the housing we need. Our 
members pride themselves on their professionalism in their approach to the safe delivery of construction 
equipment to sites right across the country.” 

“Both the Government’s and police’s approach is detrimental to our members and the long-term viability 
of their businesses. We are calling for greater engagement and common sense on the part of forces 
across the country.”

CPA Conference 
2024 to discuss 
‘Shaping the 
Future’ 
The 2024 CPA Conference, ‘Shaping 
the Future: Insights for the Plant-hire 
Sector,’ will be held on November 7th 
at the Heart of England Conference 
and Events Centre in Fillongley near 
Coventry. Delegate tickets can be 
booked online - check the Vertikal.net 
Events section. 

Merryn Myatt, a former TV presenter 
and journalist with BBC, ITV and Channel 
4, will host the conference along with 
Peter Haddock, a social media and PR 
specialist. They will lead interactive 
debates on innovation, decarbonisation, 
digitalisation, skills, business growth, 
succession planning, and mental health 
and wellbeing in construction.

ESTA Awards Achievement 
for Ainscough 
The European Association of Abnormal Road Transport and Mobile Cranes (ESTA), 
of which the CPA is a lead member, held its annual awards event in Paris in April. 

CPA member Ainscough was shortlisted in three categories: Telescopic Cranes over 
120 tonnes, Cranes - Lattice boom, and Training, winning the Telescopic Cranes over 
120 tonne award for a kiln installation at the CEMEX Rugby Cement plant and the 
Lattice boom award for work on Liverpool Anfield Stadium, using an underslung lifting 
beam solution.

The 2025 ESTA Awards will be announced in Munich next April. 

L-R Peter Brown of CPA, Igor Scalas of Ainscough, Sharon Fisher 
of Ainscough, Brian Jones of CPA, Dave Baxter of Ainscough and 
Andrew Spinks of Ainscough



N a t i o n w i d e N a t i o n w i d e

N a t i o n w i d e N a t i o n w i d e

Wharfedale Road, Euro Way Ind. Est. Bradford. BD4 6SL
Tel: 08444 996688

Neale Martin: 07836 238281 
Web: www.atlas-cranes.co.uk

24, Mayfair Drive, Crewe, Cheshire, CW15BB
Tel: 01270 505 824  Mob: 07970061171 

Web: www.lorryloader.co.uk

Hiab Ltd
Cargotec Industrial Park, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 9JW

Tel :07792 831869  
e-mail: wayne.ctsl@gmail.com • Web: www.hiab.com

Are your Lorry Loader Operators properly trained?  Call an  
accredited ALLMI training provider and insist on the ALLMI card.

LorryLoader  
Training Ltd

The training accreditation service for the lorry loader industry
ALLMI, Unit 7b, Cavalier Court, Bumpers Farm, Chippenham, Wiltshire. SN14 6LH.

tel: 0344 858 4334  email: enquiries@allmi.com  web: www.allmi.com

ALLMI accredited Lorry Loader
Operator Training Providers

Contact: Sunny Patel
t: 01380 722381 m: 07483 039588

Email: sunny.patel@thwhite.co.uk
www.palfinger.co.uk

Devizes, Bradford, Falkirk and Leicester
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    JOIN US FOR THE UK  
  & IRELAND’S LIFTING   
 EQUIPMENT & WORK  
AT HEIGHT EVENT

For 2024, we are heading to our 
new venue, Newark Showground in 
Nottinghamshire where professionals 
from the industry will see the very 
latest that the Crane, Aerial work 
platform and Telehandler market 
has to offer. If you want to get your 
products in front of the key buyers, 
end users and purchasing influencers, 
it’s the place to be.

Face to face 
with industry 
professionals

Demonstrate 
the latest 
products

Follow  
the latest  

technology

Catch up over 
a coffee in the 
Marketplace

HOLD A LUNCH 
MEETING AT 

THE CATERING 
PAVILION

WED 11TH & THUR 12TH 
SEPTEMBER 2024
Visitor Registration now open 
www.vertikaldays.net/visitor
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For details of ALLMI  
standards, guidance  

documents and training, 
visit: www.allmi.com

ALLMI FOCUS

GLAD reminder 
A reminder that the Global Lifting Awareness 
Day (GLAD) will take place on 18th July. ALLMI 
will once again be a partner for the event, the 
aim of which is to promote the lifting industry, 
with particular emphasis on good practice, 
compliance, innovation, and attracting new 
recruits to the sector.  

Visit https://globalliftingawarenessday.com/  
for further details. 

BS 7121 update
The draft for public comment window of the revised 
BS 7121 Part 2-4 ‘Code of practice for the safe use 
of cranes - inspection, maintenance and thorough 
examination - Loader cranes’, will close on June 
24th. The BSI panel of industry experts responsible 
for the draft will meet in July to begin the comments 
resolution process.  

With the Part 2-4 project approaching its conclusion, the revision of BS 7121 Part 4 ‘Code of practice for 
the safe use of cranes - Lorry loaders’ will get started over the coming months, and a BSI panel, led by 
ALLMI technical manager Keith Silvester, has already been formed for this purpose. 

Further updates to follow in future issues of ALLMI Focus.  

Driving for Better Business 
 (DfBB) reminder 
ALLMI continues to be a valued ‘strategic partner’ for Driving for Better Business (DfBB). DfBB is 
a government backed National Highways programme utilising free online resources and tools to 
help employers in both the private and public sectors reduce work related road risk, decrease the 
associated costs and improve compliance with legislation and guidance.

Keith Silvester said: “Educating on the safe stowage and travel of lorry loaders has always been an 
important part of ALLMI’s activities and so in this regard our values are very much in sync with those 
of DfBB. We fully support its aims and objectives 
and are committed to promoting the initiative 
throughout the lorry loader industry.”    

More information at  
www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com  

Record demand 
for AP Training 
The importance and credibility of ALLMI’s 
Appointed Person (AP) course continues 
to grow, with the association experiencing 
record demand for the training during 
its 2023/24 financial year, and uptake 
increasing by more than 50 percent so far 
this year. 

Algeco’s senior project manager Peter Brown 
is a long time ALLMI AP cardholder and said: 
“The ALLMI card has a five year expiry and 
so I recently attended my third ALLMI AP 
course to keep my qualification up to date. The 
training continues to be excellent, with the 
instructor having invaluable knowledge of lifting 
operations and lorry loaders. Furthermore, each 
time I attend it’s impressive to see how the 
course has evolved, which is a testament to 
ALLMI’s commitment to ongoing review and 
development of its training material.”   

Since its launch 14 years ago, the ALLMI AP 
programme has gone from strength to strength, 
and made a significant impact on practices 
throughout the lorry loader industry, becoming 
a pivotal factor in helping fleet owners train 
the relevant members of their workforce to the 
highest standard. It is the UK’s only accredited 
AP course dedicated to lorry loader lifting 
operations and is fully compliant with the 
requirements of LOLER, as well as BS 7121 
Part 4.

For further information, please visit  
www.allmi.com/aptraining 

ALLMI’s annual meetings for all members of the association (manufacturers, importers, 
service companies, fleet owners, ancillary equipment suppliers and site operators) will take 
place on October 17th at the Forest of Arden Hotel & Country Club in Meriden, Birmingham. 

Speaking of this year’s event, chief executive, Tom Wakefield said: “We look forward to bringing 
all corners of the lorry loader industry together, at a venue that has provided an excellent setting 
for many successful ALLMI events. As always, the membership meetings will facilitate valuable 
discussion and debate on a wide range of issues affecting the lorry loader industry, in addition to 
updates concerning numerous projects and activities being undertaken by ALLMI throughout  
this year.” 

“We also look forward to welcoming Jamie Davies, H M principal specialist inspector (mechanical 
engineering) for the HSE. Jamie will present on various topics, including the subject of thorough 
examinations and, in particular, how related reports received by the HSE are processed and dealt 
with. This will be looked at through the lens of the company performing the thorough examination, as 
well as from the equipment owner’s perspective.”     

“Our preparations will continue to take shape and we look forward to keeping members, as well as the 
wider industry, informed of developments in due course.” 

ALLMI Membership meetings 2024
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IPAF FOCUS

New Construction Hoist & Advanced 
Installer Training Courses
IPAF has launched the Construction Hoist and Advanced Installer 
training courses. In order to take the course candidates must provide 
proof of six months of supervised experience as a hoist installer. 

Operatives will learn:  

•  �How to legally install, maintain, inspect and dismantle any construction 
hoist

•  �An understanding of safe systems of work, including risk assessments 
and method statements

•  �Technical theory and supervised on-site practice with hoists

The Installer course lasts a minimum of five days, and the Advanced 
Installer course three days. Candidates must have 12 months of experience 

between the two courses. 
Each course is tailored 
to individual experience, 
offering flexible scheduling 
to accommodate work 
commitments. Successful 
candidates will receive a digital certificate via the IPAF ePAL app valid for 
five years. 

Angel Ibañez, who devised the course curriculum said: “IPAF created 
this course with input from a committee of industry experts to provide a 
framework of training which draws upon the latest developments, safety 
guidance and legislation.” 

IPAF Anchio’io 2024
The biennial Italian IPAF Anchio’io event was held in Bologna on May 
31st. Given the persistent problem of workplace accidents, averaging 
three fatalities a day in Italy, the event emphasised the need for 
heightened awareness and responsible conduct.

IPAF managing director, Peter Douglas opened the event followed by a 
presentation from JLG’s Nicola Pontini on low level access. IPAF’S head of 
safety, Brian Parker discussed the global safety campaign, ‘Crushing Can Kill!’, 
aimed at raising awareness and reducing trapping and crushing incidents.

A ‘roundtable discussion’ on communication was moderated by Emanuela 
Pirola and included Giacomo Galli, Alessandra Mainini of CTE, Paola Palazzani 
of Palazzani, Sara Trabucchi of Novital and Alessandro Flisi of Socage. 
They discussed effective communication and the impact of distorted 
communication on safety, and the importance of conveying work ethics, 
safety and sustainability. 

IPAF Elevação 2024
IPAF Elevação was held on 8-9th May in Itapecerica, Brazil with 
320 delegates attending from across South America.

IPAF’s Peter Douglas said: “This is the highest attendance at an event 
that we have hosted in the country. I want to thank Antonio Barbosa, 
our Brazil and Portugal country manager, as well as other IPAF staff for 
their outstanding dedication, which was instrumental in the success of 
this event.”

Highlights included: 

• �Keynote speaker: Gustavo Borges, Olympic swimming medallist, 
emphasising the importance of perseverance, hard work and 
dedication. 

• �Industry insights: Into sector professionalisation with presentations 
from Loxam Brasil CEO and director of Abrasfe, Guilherme Boog.

• �Professional recognition: IPAF regional manager Antonio Barbosa 
was awarded the Professional Trajectory.

• �Instructor excellence: Numerous instructors were recognised for 
their work in promoting safety and training.

Newly elected members to the IPAF Brazil Council included: JLG, 
Haulotte, Genie, 
Mills, Solutions 
Rental, Loxam, DC 
Rental and Aura 
Brasil. 

IPAF Elevação was followed by a 
Professional Development Seminar 
(PDS) for IPAF trainers in Brazil, the 
sessions included: 

• �Gianfranco Pampalon, former health 
and safety Inspector for the Ministry 
of Labour discussed the importance of 
effective planning to save lives. 

• �Guesdes Rocha, training coordinator 
at Skyjack Brazil, emphasised the 

importance of safety during the 
maintenance and repair of equipment.

• �Diego Bustamante, IPAF regional 
manager for south and central 
America, provided updates on IPAF 
system enhancements.

• �IPAF training manager Paul Roddis 
provided updates to the IPAF operator 
course. 

Diego Benetton of 
Maber outlined IPAF’s 
training programmes 
for mastclimbing work 
platforms and construction 
hoists and proposed the 
establishment of a working group with manufacturers and rental companies 
for rack & pinion systems. 

Maurizio Quaranta presented the IPAF rental standard, a guide outlining 
best operating practices and criteria for companies renting out aerial work 
platforms, mastclimbers and hoists. A second roundtable moderated by 
Maurizio Quaranta and Pier Angelo Cantù, included Romina Vanzi of IPAF, 
Marco Prosperi of Assodimi, Matteo Lori of Imer and Nicola Violini of 
Haulotte. They discussed market drivers, state aid, tariffs and trends.

Peter Douglas, Marta Lucani, Romina Vanzi, 
Brian Parker, Maurizio Quaranta

IPAF Brazil PDS  

Lift Truck & Powered Access Apprenticeship 
intake dates confirmed
Course intake dates for the UK ‘Lift Truck 
and Powered Access Engineer Technician 
Apprenticeship’ have been confirmed as 
September 2nd and October 14th. The 
apprenticeship is a three year course leading 
to a level three qualification, with NWSLC 
(North Warwickshire & South Leicestershire College) and MTI (MIRA Technology 
Institute) providing the specialist training to meet industry standards. The 
colleges have been working with businesses across the UK to address skills 
shortages for some time, offering a yearly 10 week programme with dedicated 
assessors providing onsite support. 

For more details contact katy.urwin@nwslc.ac.uk 
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MODELS

Demag AC 650 Nederhoff
The Demag AC 650 is a 650 tonne class All 
Terrain crane introduced by Mannesmann 
Dematic AG at Bauma 1998 as the successor 
to the AC 1600. This model is in the colours of 
the Dutch company Nederhoff, celebrating its 
75th anniversary. It is in 1:50 scale and made in 
a run of 100 units by IMC Models. It comes in 
a large Nederhoff branded box and includes a 
comprehensive build manual. Tools are supplied 
to assemble and operate the model.

The carrier is highly detailed including the chassis 
frame, and all axles steer except axle six which 
can be clipped up out of service. There is also 
sprung suspension on each axle. The chassis cab 
has a chain for hitching the hook whilst travelling, 
and the engine area has textured surfaces and a 
nice mesh grille. Numerous tiny graphics on the 
model give it an authentic look. The superstructure 
cab can be rotated from the transport position, and 
also tilts a little. It has a detailed computer console 
inside.

The outrigger assemblies are robust and can 
support the crane wheels-free. Metal spreader 
plates are included which have useable lifting 
lugs. The counterweight tray and slabs also have 
useable lifting points, and the winch and luffing 

gear for the jib are reeved up at the factory. 

The boom is detailed with spooling drums and 
access platforms, and the telescopic sections have 
a realistic profile with thin walls. The overall boom 
geometry is excellent, and it has locking positions 
at 45, 90 and 100 percent. Telescoping the boom 
is smooth and easy with a spring clip to lock each 
boom section. At the boom nose the sheaves are 
metal. The Superlift system is well made and is 
nearly all metal and provides reasonable tension 
on the boom.

Two hook blocks are included - with three and 
seven sheaves respectively - and they are very 
good all metal parts. Also included are sets of 
lifting chains which is a nice touch. A key is used 
to operate the main winch and it has a positive 
brake system. Access to the winch is enabled by 
a removable panel held in place by magnets, and 
this is a very nice solution to avoid unsightly holes 
in the crane superstructure panels.

In summary, this model is well made and of a high 
quality. It is an excellent model of the Demag AC 
650 and is very attractive in Nederhoff colours.  
It costs €650 from dealers. 

To see the full review, including a full unpacking 
and set up video, visit www.cranesetc.co.uk

Cranes Etc Model Rating

Packaging (max 10)	 9

Detail (max 30)	 28

Features (max 20)	 18

Quality (max 25)	 21

Price (max 15)	 11

Overall (max 100)	 87%

Limited edition box On the road

Self ballasting Detailed cab

Rigged 
with the 
Superlift
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letters & Obituaries 

readers letters
Crane movement embargo times in the UK 
The following is the full text of the letter from the CPA - 
Contractors Plant-hire Association - to the UK government.  

Mr Mark Harper
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Dear Secretary of State,

Re: Construction Plant-hire industry road issues: Embargo Times

I am writing to you on behalf of the Construction Plant-hire Association 
(CPA), which has over 1,900 member companies, ranging from small 
owner/operator companies to the largest national/international construction 
equipment manufacturers. These companies hire out all forms of plant and 
equipment - from small excavators and dumpers to the largest mobile/
crawler cranes - which are supplied to construction sites throughout the 
country, whether they are for urban or rural (re-)developments or large-
scale infrastructure projects such as HS2.

Our members (and others across the wider construction industry) are 
currently experiencing extreme problems with Embargo times - police 
enforced movement orders which prevents the movement of construction 
plant and equipment at the beginning and end of the working day. A report 
published yesterday by the Centre for Economic and Business Research 
(CEBR) on ‘The costs of increased police enforcement of Abnormal Loads 
regulations’ written on behalf of the Road Haulage Association (RHA), 
Heavy Transport Association (HTA), and others, found some disturbing 
figures for UK Plc. Heightened regulatory requirements affecting the 
haulage sector - which our members provide not only for their own 
machinery, but on behalf of fellow members when required - is estimated 
to lead to a reduced economic activity for the road haulage sector, equating 
to a £1.5 billion loss over a 10-year window if higher end projections 
become a reality.

Construction sites begin work at 8.00am, and finish at 4.30pm. Sites 
refuse entry to vehicles before 8.00am, which leaves owners/drivers in 
the difficult position of where the vehicle can safely park until the Embargo 
time has ended - usually at 9.30am.

On those very rare occasions when a site will open early - in London this 
has to be before 6.00am on a weekday - then local residents adjacent or 
local to a site could be woken from 4.00am onwards. [Most of these sites 
have a very strict operating policy whereby the machines’ engines cannot 
start before 8.00am and must finish at 6.00pm.]

Equally, as soon as the machine’s work is complete - nearly always at the 
end of the day, plant owners are being asked to remove their machines 
from site - whether under their own power, or on a low-loader. This 
again places the machine/low-loader driver in an impossible position, as 
they cannot stay on site, but cannot leave either without breaching the 
Embargo. This also impacts on the number of hours the driver may work, 
and the consequences for their safety, and the safety of road users.

With some police forces being particularly stringent with enforcement - 
one member was notified that they had infringed the Embargo time by 49 
seconds. Consequently, companies are avoiding problematic forces such as 
West Midlands, Merseyside, Metropolitan Police and Greater Manchester. 
If businesses are avoiding certain constabularies, this will create problems 
elsewhere on the UK’s truck road system, adding unnecessary carbon 
dioxide emissions. By using UK Government’s cost of carbon figures 
alone, the CEBR report estimates that over a 10-year window to an 
additional £420 million. This does not reflect the longer journey times, and 
the associated costs which according to the CEBR is estimated to cost 
businesses upwards of £2.4 billion.

With the creation of Embargo times, the consensus is that construction 
related vehicles should not travel during rush-hour/peak-time hours. 
However, if the Government’s primary concern is regarding other road 

users during rush hour/
peak time movements, 
there has been a growing 
uptake by companies (and 
their drivers) of professional 
accreditation schemes 
- such as Construction 
Logistics and Community 
Scheme (CLOCs), Fleet 
Operating Recognition 
Scheme (FORS) - together 
with the evolution of Driver 
CPC scheme. In addition, 
electronic warning systems, 
as advocated by Transport for London (TfL) with their Passive Safe Systems 
(PSS) is the next stage in TfL’s Direct Vision Standard (DVS).

Construction projects use Traffic Marshals, thereby mitigating any risk to 
other road users or pedestrians. This scheme would also work in reverse 
with machinery/low-loader leaving site, with traffic flows being equally 
slow at the end of the day. From the latest Embargo map that police forces 
circulate, North Wales and Durham have the latest Embargo time beginning 
at 8.00am. This has not had any adverse impact on other road users - and 
so could be rolled out as a pilot scheme in other areas, whereby an 8.15am 
time could be implemented to facilitate entry onto sites. Equally, the pilot 
scheme could look at introducing an earlier embargo time - Northumbria 
has the earliest, ending at 5.30pm. If the pilot scheme - one that could 
incorporate CLOCs (or a similar recognised scheme) - which advocates 
routing vehicles away from schools or other locations where vulnerable 
road users - could additionally enable the scheme to work in other areas, 
then this could begin at 4.45pm, before the main rush hour/peak time travel 
begins. [The CLOCs scheme, like other schemes, has been in existence for 
over 10 years and has significantly reduced the number of injuries/fatalities 
on our streets.]

The cost to customers, whether provided by our members, or those 
working in other industries have been universally affected by the 
unnecessary delays being imposed, has, according to the CBER, equated to 
£1.2 billion over a 10-year period.

Within the construction industry, there is a discrepancy between HGVs 
which can travel freely in urban (or rural) areas without restriction, whereas 
construction plant and low-loaders (which are similar to the dimensions 
of an HGV/bus) are restricted. This is having a massive impact on our 
members and highlights an inconsistent approach by the police and the 
authorities in how Embargo times are policed. If a sensible agreement can 
be reached, this would benefit our industry, and promote efficiencies and 
savings to UK Plc. The total costs outlined by CEBR estimate that from 
their figures, UK Plc would be over £5 billion better off if changes were 
implemented immediately.

We are aware that ACPO’s 2010 ‘Guidance on the Movement of Abnormal 
Indivisible Loads’ is being reviewed next month. It is critical this review 
works for the construction industry and develops a consistent approach 
if we are to avoid significant costs and productivity impacts across UK 
construction.

We are keen to discuss these issues in more detail with you and your 
colleagues in order to reach an outcome that addresses your concerns and 
resolve these very real challenges impacting our members.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

David Smith                                    Chris Cassley 
CPA Legal Manager                         CPA Policy Manager

9th May 2024

Spot the 
difference
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letters & Obituaries 

Tyre brand infringement
Dear editor,

We recently sent you a press release 
announcing the launch of the Linglong Crane 
Master tyre for operators and OEMS of mobile 
cranes. Unfortunately, there seems to be an 
infringement of the trademark from another 
major tyre manufacturer, and they have 
summoned Linglong to stop using the Crane 
Master name in Europe.

Linglong’s marketing team has been working 
hard on rebranding the series. The new name, 
‘Crane Primacy’ was selected to reflect the 
company’s heritage and dedication to quality, 
as well as the superior characteristics of the 
new mobile crane tire series.

If you have already published a story on the 
Linglong Crane Master, we kindly ask you to 
remove all references to the ‘Crane Master’ 
and replace it with the ‘Crane Primacy’ name. 
A replacement image can be found attached.

If you haven’t published the release yet, please 
make sure to not mention the ‘Crane Master’ 
and refer to the new tire as the ‘Crane Primacy’ 
instead. Apart from the name all information 
remains the same. Again, please use the 
attached replacement image. 

Please accept our apologies for any 
inconvenience caused.

Best regards,

Peter Ibes

The Retired Gentlemen
The following poem and message was drafted by four UK access industry entrepreneurs and 
veterans - Jim Longstaff formally of Clements, Keith Williams of Mainline, Tim Kendall of Media 
Access Solutions and Tim Ward of Upward Powered Access.

They have come together as the ‘Retired Gentlemen’ and held their first ‘meeting’ - a long leisurely 
lunch - in May, during which they drafted their first effort dedicated to encouraging the industry to use 
common sense, if not economic necessity in setting rental rates. A second effort praising the work we 
do and our publisher was simply too kind, over the top and too embarrassing to publish. We sincerely 
hope they will hold a follow up meeting and draft another poem like this one. 

The Old Boy’s Retirement Poem.

In all our years of rental, we’ve seen too much to tell
Some actions seem quite mental, as we wonder “what the hell!”

The asylum and its loony’s have come to run the show
Where logic, sense and reason, you no-longer need to know.

With equipment prices soaring, but rental rates the same
We’ve all become quite boring, as we highlight it’s inane

To try to make a living, on diminishing returns
And all you end up getting, is kicked and cut and burned.
“A life in hire” we hear you say, “you must be very proud”?

In truth we’re not, no not at all, as we scream and shout aloud
We all began young men, all fresh and keen and bright

But didn’t know what lay in store, of our industry delights
To truly miss the old days, where the rental game was fun

And we could still enjoy a laugh, once all the work was done
But now it seems quite draining, and a daily bitter fight
Us dinosaurs remaining, who will slowly fade from sight

We’re out of touch and out of time, as the young bucks move ahead
we no longer wish to fall in line, or fill our days with dread

Of rental rates dissolving, to a lousy, paltry figure
with national players resolving, to destroy the game with vigour

Gobby spiv’s who’re full of bluff, but have no business brain
can’t understand to win the race, that margins must remain

So please heed what we’re preaching, as we’re shunted to a siding
It’s profit we’re beseeching, and turnover we’re deriding

To realise that at the end, it’s down to this small slice
a molten pearl of wisdom, so please heed this great advice:
GET YOUR RATES UP AND RETURN IT, BACK TO 1%

Or you could end up like us four, all bitter, cynical Grumpy Gents
A fiver here a tenner there, you’ll be amazed at what this can do

What you’re asking is quite fair, for a service great where credit’s due
There will be parts of this we’ll miss, as we depart and blow a kiss

Think old Chums and be quite bold, please heed this poem and what we’ve told
Us four Old Friends will enjoy the view and raise a glass as there’s nothing new
In the rental game, (where we’ll soon be forgotten) which has seemingly 

become a race to the bottom.

Tim, Keith, Tim & Jim

John William Davis  1972-2024
We only recently learnt of the tragic news 
that John Davis of Custom Equipment/
Hy-brid Lifts has died. He passed away 
on December 30th at the age of 51. He had 
joined Hy-Brid Lifts just six months earlier as 
director of sales for the south central territory 
coming on board in July last year. He had 
previously worked for Texas State Rentals and 
Hi-Way Equipment, both in Houston, Texas. His 
obituary said: “He was a dutiful son, a proud 
father and a man of God, an altogether beautiful 
person.”

He leaves behind his daughter Olivia and son 
Omarcus as well as his mother. Tragically his 
father, John Davis Junior, had died just a week 
earlier on December 23rd at the age of 76.

The inaugural 
meeting of the 

Retired Gentlemen 
- from bottom 

left moving 
clockwise:  

Keith Williams, 
Tim Kendall,  

Jim Longstaff  
and Tim Ward
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letters & Obituaries 

Recalling Robert ‘Bob’ Mark Irving
The following letter comes from Richard Irving, the son or Robert ‘Bob’ Irving, one of the most influential pioneers in the self-propelled aerial lift market, 
having just discovered John Parker’s obituary on Vertikal.net - See Cranes & Access May/June 2023. 

Bob Irving, was the owner of A1 Machinery Rental company in Los Angeles, which was responsible for the creation and development of the very first 
self-propelled scissor lift in partnership with Selma-Manlift (acquired by Grove in 1979) and went on to set up the aerial work platform manufacturer Mark 
Lift with John Parker, initially using the Parker Lift name for its products. Marklift went on to become worldwide market leader for a while but began to go 
wrong after Irving suddenly passed away in 1975. The company was eventually acquired by Terex, before it took over Genie.  

Dear Leigh

I was sorry to hear about John Parker’s passing, it was such a surprise to read 
this article - it was so long ago that my father Robert Irving died.

I do remember all of these events. I wish I had been a lot smarter at the time and 
could have been more in control of the situation. My father’s middle name was 
also Mark, he named the company after himself. I myself have enjoyed a career in 
the restaurant industry - The Ivy restaurant, Ivy at the Shore (in Santa Monica) and 
our bakery Dolce Isola (in Los Angeles) have been around for over 40 years. I also 
remember when I saw the first Star 
Wars film seeing Mark Industries in 
the credits. 

Thank you for writing the article - 
reading it is very touching for me.

Richard Irving

Industrial lifting  
magazine Lift & Hoist 
International (LHI)  
has been rebranded as ..
International Lift & Hoist (ILH)  

Published by MK International Media Ltd.

The new magazine and web site will continue to 
provide independent, impartial coverage and 
information for professionals working in the global 
industrial lifting sector for all types of industrial 
lifting equipment including: Overhead cranes, 
Hoists, Aerial work platforms, Lift trucks, Rigging 
and all related Drives, Controls and Ancillary 
Components.





To  r e g i s t e r  g o  t o  h t t p s : / / v e r t i k a l d a y s . n e t / f o r - v i s i t o r / v i s i t o r - r e g i s t r a t i o n

•  �You can meet directly with manufacturers, distributors  
and even competitors

•  �Scope out all the latest equipment and forge  
new connections

•  �Enjoy a coffee in the Marketplace with tech savvy 
companies, demonstrating brilliant new products  
and technology

•  �Visit IPAF and CPA to find out the latest on industry 
standards, safety initiatives, technical issues and training

•  �Organise a lunch meeting in the Catering Pavilion with 
colleagues and suppliers

There’s nothing to compare with meeting face 
to face, which is why Vertikal Days attracts more 
than 2,500 lift related professionals every year. 
With everything in one relaxed place, it really is 
a great way to make the most of your time.

Visit us at our  
NEW 2024 venue of 

Newark Showground 
on Wednesday 11th 
and Thursday 12th 

September. 

Entry is free of charge for 
industry professionals. 

FACE TO FACE AT 
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2026
Swissbau  
20-23rd January 2024  
Swiss construction exhibition 
Basel, Switzerland 
Tel: +41 58 200 20 20 
www.swissbau.ch 
The ARA Show 2026 
February - Dates to be confirmed 
the American Rental Association’s  
annual conference and exhibition 
Orlando, Florida, USA 
Tel: +1800 334 2177 
www.arashow.org
Conexpo-Con/Agg 2026   
March 03-07, 2026 
The leading US construction show 
Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 
Tel: +1 414-298-4133 
www.conexpoconagg.com 
Samoter 
May, 6-9, 2026 
International earthmoving and building 
equipment show Verona, Italy 
Tel: +39 045 8298111 
www.samoter.it/it
SC&RA Annual Conference 
April 20-24, 2026 
Annual Conference of the US cranes and 
heavy transport association including the 
Jobs of the Year awards 
Omni Amelia Island, Amelia  
Island, Florida, USA 
Tel: +1 (703) 698-0291 
Website: https:// 
www.scranet.org/SCRA/Events/
Apex 2026 
June 2026	  
International powered access  
trade show Maastricht,  
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)547 271 566	 
www.apexshow.com 
Smopyc   
November - Dates to be confirmed 
Spanish construction equipment 
exhibition Zaragoza, Spain 
Tel: +34 976 764 700 
www.feriazaragoza.com/smopyc

2027
Mawev 2027 
April, 2027 
Austrian construction Exhibition  
St. Pölten, Austria 
Tel: +43 316 8088 216 
www.mcg.at/events/mawevshow 

The ARA Show 2025 
January 30- February 1, 2025 
The American Rental Association’s annual 
trade show and convention 
Las Vegas USA 
Tel: +1800 334 2177 
http://www.arashow.org/
Executive Hire Show 
12 & 13 February 2025 
Coventry  
Tel: +44 (0)207 973 4630 
www.executivehireshow.co.uk/
The IPAF Summit and awards   
March  
Annual Summit and IAPAs awards 
ceremony of the International  
Powered Access Federation  
Dublin, Ireland  
Tel: +44(0)15395 66700 
www.ipaf.org 
Build Tech Asia  
26-28 March 2024 
Asian exhibition for the building  
and construction market Singapore  
Tel: +65 6319 4020 
www.buildtechasia.com/sg 
Hanover Messe   
March 31 - April 4 2025  
World’s largest industrial  
exhibition Hanover, Germany 
Tel: +49 511 89-1 
www.hannovermesse.de 
SC&RA Annual Conference 
April 21-25, 2025 
Annual Conference of the US cranes and 
heavy transport association including the 
Jobs of the Year awards, Arizona Biltmore 
Hotel, Phoenix, Arizona, USA 
Tel: Tel: +1(703) 698-0291 
https://www.scranet.org/SCRA/
Content/events/Annual- 
Conference.aspx
Hire24 
Date and location to be confirmed 
The annual convention and exhibition of the 
Hire and Rental Association of Australia and 
the Elevating Work Platform Association 
Australia 
Tel: +61 (0)2 9998 2255 
www.hire21.com.au
Crane Rental Association of 
Canada Annual Conference 
Date to be advised  The annual Canadian 
crane conference Windsor, Ontario, Canada 
Tel: +1780.790.2722 
www.crac-aclg.ca/ 
info@crac-canada.com
GIS 2025 
Date to be confirmed, 2025 
Italian crane, access and heavy transport 
exhibition Piacenza, Italy 
Tel: +39 010/5704948 
www.gisexpo.it

2024
Innovationstage der 
Höhenzugangstechnik 
June 19-20, 2024 
Innovation Days, informal event for 
innovative access equipment, mini cranes 
and telehandlers Hohenroda, Hessen Hotel  
Park, Germany 
www.borntolift.de/innovationstag
Hire con 2024 
July 23-24, 2024 
The annual Hire Association of New 
Zealand annual event and awards 
Aukland, New Zealand 
Tel: + 07 575 2563 
www.hianz.net.nz/hirecon24-key-info/  
E-Mail:  events@hianz.net.nz
Crane Safety 2024   
Date to be confirmed 2024 
Crane safety conference organised by the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers and 
supported by the Vertikal Press London, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)207 973 1251 
https://events.imeche.org/
ViewEvent?e=7624#
HCEA 38th International Convention 
and Old Equipment Exposition 
August 07-10, 2024 
The Historical Construction Equipment 
Association’s annual convention and expo 
Canandaigua, New York, USA 
Tel: +1 419-352-5616 
Website: www.hcea.net/ 
E-Mail: info@hcea.net
Platformers’ Days 2024 
September 6-7, 2024 
German Access and lifting exhibition 
Karlsruhe, Germany 
Tel: +49 721 3720 5096 
https://www.platformers-days.de/
Vertikal Days 2024 
September 11-12, 2024  
Newark showground, Nottingham,  
UK UK/Ireland Crane, access and 
telehandler event.   
Tel: +44 (0) 8448 155900 
www.vertikaldays.net
IAA Transportation 
17.-22. September 2024 
Leading trade fair for commercial vehicles, 
bodies and transport units 
Hannover, Germany  
Tel: +49 (0)30 897842-0 
www.iaa-transportation.com
Platform Gunleri 
September 19-20, 2024 
Annual exhibition organised by Platformder 
- the Turkish aerial work platform 
association in Instanbul 
Istanbul, Turkey 
Tel: +90 216 466 87 22 
Website: www.platformgunleri.org/ 
E-Mail: platformder@platformder.org.tr

JDL Expo 
September 25-27, 2024 
French cranes and access  
exhibition/event Beaune, France 
Tel: +33 (0)1 45 63 68 22 
https://jdlexpo.com/
CICA National Conference 2024  
Date to be confirmed 2024 
The annual conference of the  
Crane Industry Council of Australia  
Perth – Western, Australia 
Tel: +61 03 8320 0411 
www.conference.cica.com.au 
The Utility Expo   
October 7-9 2024 
Previously The International Construction 
& Utility Equipment Exposition /Demo 
Expo - is the US utility industry’s  
largest show  
Louisville, Kentucky, USA 
Tel: +1 414-274-0644 
www.theutilityexpo.com 
Glasstec   
22.-25. October 2024 
Exhibitkion for glass, windows and glass 
handling Düsseldorf, Deutschland 
Tel: +49 211 456001 
www.glasstec.de 
CPA Conference 2024 
November 07, 2024 
‘Shaping the Future: Insights for the 
Plant-hire Sector’ 
Fillongley, Coventry, UK 
Tel: tel:+442077963366 
www.cpa.uk.net/events 
E-Mail: enquiries@cpa.uk.net
Bauma China 2024 
November 26-29, 2024 
bauma in Shanghai 
Shanghai, China 
Tel: +49(0)89 9 4920251 
Fax: +49 (0)89 9 4920259 
www.bauma-china.com/
Bauma Conexpo India  
December 11-14 2024 
Preliminary dates for the bauma/Conexpo 
exhibition in India Noida, Delhi, India 
Tel: +49 89 949-20255 
www.bcindia.com/en/

2025
Baumag  
January 26-29, 2023  Swiss construction 
equipment show Lucerne, Switzerland 
Tel: +41 56 204 20 20 
www.baumaschinen-messe.ch 
/htm/home.htm
Bauma 2025  
January 23-26 2025  
World’s largest construction equipment 
show Munich, Germany 
Tel: +49 (0)89 51070 
www.bauma.de/index-2.html

V i s i t :  w w w. Ve r t i k a l . n e t / e n / e v e n t s  f o r  a  f u l l  l i s t i n g  o f  e v e n t s  w i t h  d i r e c t  l i n k s  t o  t h e  o r g a n i s e r s .

Marketplace
RECRUITMENT . USED EQUIPMENT . REPLACEMENT PARTS 

Place your products or services in front of more than 28,700 
individuals who buy, specify or use cranes, lifting gear, aerial 
work platforms, work at height equipment or telehandlers across 
195 countries. Given the global readership you may be surprised 
at how little a regular advert costs and how effective it can be. 
www.vertikal.net/en/cranes-and-access/advertise   
The Vertikal Press Ltd  
advertising@vertikal.net or info@vertikal.ne 

The Vertikal Press Ltd.                                      
PO Box 6998, Brackley,                                    
NN13 5WY UK.
Tel: +44 (0)8448 155900
E: advertising@vertikal.net 

Vertikal Verlag
Sundgauallee 15, Freiburg 
Germany, D-79114
Tel: +49 (0)761 8978660
E: info@vertikal.net 

cranes 
&access

DIGITAL  
& PRINT

Contact us at:

what’s on

    JOIN US FOR THE UK  
  & IRELAND’S LIFTING   
 EQUIPMENT & WORK  
AT HEIGHT EVENT

For 2024, we are heading to our new venue, 
Newark Showground in Nottinghamshire where 
professionals from the industry will see the very 
latest that the Crane, Aerial work platform and 
Telehandler market has to offer. If you want to 
get your products in front of the key buyers, end 
users and purchasing influencers, it’s the place 
to be.

Face to face 
with industry 
professionals

Demonstrate 
the latest 
products

Follow  
the latest  

technology

Catch up over 
a coffee in the 
Marketplace

HOLD A LUNCH 
MEETING AT 

THE CATERING 
PAVILION

WED 11TH & THUR 12TH SEPTEMBER 2024
Visitor Registration now open www.vertikaldays.net/visitor
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find that person
Looking for Crane, Access 
or Telehandler people? 
Looking for a job?
Then why not start right here in the Cranes&Access recruitment 
section? With your support we can build a highly useful recruitment 
resource for the industry right within the UK and Ireland’s only 
dedicated publication.
Call or email us today to find out about our  
great start up rates. Jobs Wanted ads are FREE!

+44 (0) 8448 155900
If responding to one of the ads please say you  
saw it in Cranes&Access.

cranes 
&access
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C&A Pages

International Platforms	www.internationalplatforms.co.uk
INTEQ UK and UAE 	 www.inteq.uk
JLG	 www.jlg.com
JMS Powered Access	 https://jms.co.uk
Kunze GmbH	 www.kunze-buehnen.com
Mr Plant Hire 	 www.mrplanthire.co.uk 
Rothlehner 	 www.rothlehner.com 
Platform Sales   	 www.platformsales.co.uk
Promax Access	 www.promaxaccess.com
Rapid Platforms	 www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
TVH - Group 	 www.tvh.com
Vertimac 	 www.vertimac.com 

Crane Manufacturers
Böcker	  www.boecker.de
Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd.	 www.ernestdoeloadercranes.com
Grove	 www.groveworldwide.com
Jaso Tower Cranes	 https://jaso.com  
Jekko Minicrane	 www.jekko.it 
JMG	 www.jmgcranes.com
KATO	 www.rivertekservices.com
Klaas	 www.klaas.com
Kobelco	 www.kobelcocm-global.com
Liebherr	 www.Liebherr.com 
Linden Comansa	 www.comansa.com 
Maeda	  www.maedaminicranes.co.uk 
Manitowoc	 www.manitowoccranes.com
Potain	 www.manitowoccranes.com
Raimondi	 www.raimondi.co
Spierings	 www.spieringskranen.nl 
Tadano 	 www.tadano.com
Tadano Faun	 www.tadano.com
Tadano Demag	 www.demagmobilecranes.com
Unic Cranes  	 www.unic-cranes.co.uk
Valla	 www.valla-cranes.co.uk
Wolffkran 	 www.wolffkran.de
XCMG European Sales and Services   	 www.xcmgess.de
Zoomlion	 www.zoomlioncranes.co.uk

Lorry/Truck Loader Cranes 
Atlas Cranes UK	 www.atlasgmbh.com
DN Cranes       	 www.dncrane.com/en
Ernest Doe       	 www.ernestdoeloadercranes.com
Palfinger 	 www.palfinger.com

New & Used Cranes
Cotac Oy	 www.crane.fi 
Crowland Cranes	 www.crowlandcranes.co.uk
Delden Cranes	 www.deldencranes.co.uk
Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd.	www.ernestdoeloadercranes.com
Gantic, Norway	 www.gantic.no
HighSparks    	 www.highsparks.co.uk 
Hird	 www.hird.co.uk 
Kobelco	 www.kobelco-cranes.com
Rivertek Services	 www.rivertekservices.com
Terex Demag	 www.terex-cranes.com
Valla	  https://valla-cranes.co.uk

Crane Hire
Cadman Cranes	 www.cadmancranes.com
Cork Crane Hire (Liverpool)	 www.corkcranehire.com
Delden Cranes 	 www.deldencranes.co.uk
HighSparks    	 www.highsparks.co.uk
Hovago	 www.hovago.com
John Sutch Cranes	 www.johnsutchcranes.co.uk
Kran Cranes	 www.kran.ro/inchiriere-macara-constanta 
Rental Romania
Ladybird Tower Crane Hire	 www.ladybirdcranehire.co.uk
McNally Crane Hire	 www.cranehire-ireland.com 
Sangwin	 www.sangwin.co.uk 
Schaften Leasing B.V.	 www.schaftenleasing.nl

Access Equipment Manufacturers
AIRO	 www.airo.com
Alimak	 www.alimak.com
Almac	  www.almac-italia.com
ATN	 www.atnplatforms.com
Böcker	 www.boecker.de
Bravi	 www.braviisol.com
Bronto Skylift	 www.brontoskylift.com
CLM Construction Supplies	 www.clm-supplies.com
CMC	 www.cmclift.com
CPL	 www.cpl-ltd.com
CTE	 www.ctelift.com
Denka-Lift 	 www.rothlehner.com
Dino Lift 	 www.dinolift.com
Dingli 	 www.cndingli.com
Easylift	 www.easy-lift.it
Falcon Lifts	 www.falconlifts.com
GEDA	  www.geda.de
Genie	 www.genielift.com
GSR 	 www.gsrspa.it
Haulotte	 www.haulotte.com
Hinowa	 www.hinowa.com 
Holland Lift	 www.hollandlift.com
Imer Access	 www.imergroup.com
Iteco	 www.imergroup.com
JCB	 www.jcb.com
JLG	 www.jlg.com
Klaas	 www.klaas.com
Klubb	 www.klubb.com
Leguan Lifts	 www.leguanlifts.com
Manitou Group	  www.manitou.com
Mecaplus	  www.mecaplus.es 
Omme Lift	 www.ommelift.com
Palazzani Industrie	 www.palazzani.it
Palfinger Platforms	 www.palfinger-platforms.com
Platform Basket	 www.platformbasket.com
Ruthmann	 www.ruthmann.de

Sinoboom	 www.sinoboom.com
Saeclimber 	 www.saeclimber.com
Skyjack	 www.skyjack.com
Snorkel	 www.snorkellifts.com
Socage	 www.socage.it
Teupen	 www.teupen.com
Versalift UK 	 www.versalift.co.uk
XCMG European Sales and Services   	 www.xcmgess.de  
Zoomloin 	 http://en.zoomlion.com

Platform Rental
AA Access (Specialists)             	 www.aaaccess.co.uk
Acrolift	 www.acrolift.co.uk
Ahern Rentals - USA	 www.ahern.com 
AFI- Uplift	 www.afi-uplift.co.uk
Dragon Access 	 www.dragon-access.co.uk  
Drammen Liftutleie AS	 www.drammenlift.no 
Hird	 www.hird.co.uk
JMS Powered Access	 https://jms.co.uk
Kran Cranes	 www.kran.ro/inchiriere-macara-constanta 
Rental Romania
Monitor Lifts - AUS 	   www.monitor.net.au
Mr Plant Hire 	 www.mrplanthire.co.uk
Platform Sales & Hire	 www.platformsales.co.uk
Power Platform Services	 www.pps.co.uk
Rapid Platforms	 www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
Viking Access	 www.vikingaccess.co.uk
Warren Access   	 www.warrenaccess.co.uk

New & Used Platforms
Access Platform Sales (APS)	 www.accessplatforms.co.uk
AFI Resale	 www.afi-resale.co.uk
A.J. Access Platforms	 www.accessplatforms.com
Gantic, Norway	 www.gantic.no
Genie	 www.genielift.com
GSR Aerial Platforms UK	 http://en.gsrspa.it
Haulotte	 www.haulotte.com 
Hird 	 www.hird.co.uk
Independent Access Sales	 www.iasales.co.uk

Reach over 28,000 readers for only £185/€210 
per year with live link direct to your website.
Check out the new enhanced entry option!

C&A Access & Lifting directory
The fast and efficient way to find a supplier

Book now – advertising@vertikal.net
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Mini Crane Hire
GGR   	 www.unic-cranes.co.uk
JT Mini Crane Hire	 www.jtminicranes.co.uk
Lift Limited	 www.liftminicranehire.co.uk
Hird   	 www.hird.co.uk

Self Erecting Tower Cranes
Cork Crane Hire  	 www.corkcranehire.com 
John Sutch Cranes	 www.johnsutchcranes.co.uk
Ladybird Tower Crane Hire 	 www.ladybirdcranehire.co.uk

Tower Cranes 
HighSparks	 www.highsparks.co.uk 

Furniture Hoists
Böcker	 www.boecker.de

Telehandler Manufacturers
Dieci Telehandlers Ltd	 www.dieci-telehandlers.co.uk
Faresin	 www.faresindustries.com
Genie	 www.genielift.com
Haulotte	 www.haulotte.com
JLG	 www.jlg.com
Magni	 www.magnith.com
Manitou Group	 www.manitou.com
Skyjack	 www.skyjack.com 
Snorkel	 www.snorkellifts.com 
Merlo	 www.merlo.co.uk 

New & Used Telehandlers
Dieci Telehandlers  	 www.dieci.com
Gantic, Norway	 www.gantic.no
GT Lifting Solutions       	 www.gtlift.co.uk 
TVH Group	 www.tvh.com 
Vertimac	 www.vertimac.com 

Telehandler Rental
GT Lifting Solutions  	 www.gtliftingltd.co.uk
JMS Powered Access	 https://jms.co.uk
Mr Plant Hire	 www.mrplanthire.co.uk

Scaffold Towers
CLM Construction Supplies	 www.clm-supplies.com

Mastclimbers & Hoists
Alimak	 www.alimak.com
CLM Construction Supplies	  www.clm-supplies.com
GEDA	  www.geda.de
Klaas	  www.klaas.com
Saeclimber 	 www.saeclimber.com

Special/Bespoke  
Access & Lifting Solutions
Access Platform Sales (APS)	www.accessplatforms.co.uk 
GT Lifting Solutions    	 www.gtliftingltd.co.uk
JMS Powered Access	 https://jms.co.uk
Platform Sales & Hire   	 www.platformsales.co.uk
Warren Access	 www.warrenaccess.co.uk/hire
Working At Height Ltd	 www.workingatheightltd.com

Special & Niche Access
Acrolift 	 www.acrolift.co.uk
DENKA Narrow 	 www.rothlehner.com
JMS Powered Access	 https://jms.co.uk
Rapid Platforms	 www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
Smart Platform Rentals	 www.smartplatforms.co.uk

Special Lift & Transport Equipment  
Collett A Sons, UK    	 www.collett.co.uk 

Heavy Transport/Abnormal Loads  
Collett A Sons, UK    	 www.collett.co.uk 

Self-Propelled  
Modular Transporters  
Collett & Sons, UK    	 www.collett.co.uk 

Site Safety Audits
Alfa Access Services	 www.alfa-access-services.com

Industry Associations
ALLMI	 www.allmi.com
CICA	 www.cica.com.au/
CISRS	 www.cisrs.org.uk
CPA	 www.cpa.uk.net
EWPA	 www.ewpa.com.au
IPAF	 www.ipaf.org
NASC	 www.nasc.org.uk
OSHA	 www.osha.gov
PASMA	 www.pasma.co.uk

Heavy Lift Management
DWLS 	 www.dwls.co.uk

Heavy Lift Planning & Risk Analysis
DWLS 	 www.dwls.com

Auction Houses
Ritchie Brothers	 www.rbauction.com

Battery Suppliers &  
Manufacturers
Battery Service Hub	 www.batteryservicehub.com  
DC Battery Technologies	 www.dcbattery.tech
C&D Technologies	 https://www.cdtrojan.com
Leoch Battery UK	 www.leochbattery.co.uk

Platinum International Ltd	 Platinuminternational.co.uk

Load Cells &  
Load Monitoring Systems
PCE Instruments UK Ltd 	 www.pce-instruments.com

Control Systems
MOBA Automation	 www.moba.de

Generator Sales & Rental
JMS Powered Access	 https://jms.co.uk

Online Technical Help
Crane Tools    	 www.cranetools.com

Outrigger Pads, Mats & Roadways
Brilliant Ideas / 	 https://brilliantideasltd.co.uk/alimats/ 
Alimats
DAWSON-WAM Steel Mat Hire 	www.SteelMatHire.co.uk 
Mat & Timber Services	 www.sarumhardwood.co.uk
Nolim 	 www.nolim.co.uk
Outriggerpads	 www.outriggerpads.co.uk
Timbermat 	 www.timbermat.co.uk
TMC lifting supplies 	 www.tmc-lifting.com
Universal Crane Mats	 www.universal-crane-mats.com
Welex Group	 www.welexgroup.com
Component Suppliers
PCE Instruments UK Ltd	 www.pce-instruments.com
Tele Radio Group	   www.tele-radio.com 

Wire Rope & Cable
Rope and Sling	     www.ropeandsling.co.uk

LIFTING GEAR MANUFACTURERS
Britlift	     www.britlift.com

Parts & Service Suppliers
Alfa Access Services	 www.alfa-access-services.com

Crowland Cranes	 www.crowlandcranes.co.uk
Ernest Doe & Sons Ltd.	www.ernestdoeloadercranes.com
Gantic, Norway	 www.gantic.no
Haulotte	 www.haulotte.com
IPS	 www.ipspartsonline.com
JLG	 www.jlg.com
Lift-Manager	 www.lift-manager.com
OTR Wheel Engineering Europe 	 www.otrwheel.co.uk
PCE Instruments UK Ltd 	  www.pce-instruments.com
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TVH - Group Thermote & Vanhalst 	 www.tvh.be
Vertimac 	 www.vertimac.com

Recruitment
Vertikal.Net	 www.vertikal.net/en/recruitment

Safety Equipment
Load Systems UK Ltd	 www.loadsystems.co.uk

Rental Management Software
Higher Concept    	 www.higherconcept.co.uk
HireHop Equipment Rental Software    	www.hirehop.co.uk
HireHop Equipment Rental Software    	 www.hirehop.com
Infosystem    	 www.levaplus.ch
inspHire    	 www.insphire.com
Matusch GmbH	 www.matusch.de
MCS Rental Software    	 www.mcsrentalsoftware.com
vWork    	 www.vworkapp.com

Structural Repairs
Crowland Cranes 	 www.crowlandcranes.co.uk
John Taylor Crane Services	 www.jtcranes.co.uk

Traffic Management
Atlas Traffic Management 	 www.atlastm.co.uk

Technical & Safety Consultancy
Access Safety Management 	  www.accesssafety.co.uk

Training Associations & Networks
ALLMI	 www.allmi.com
AWPT	 www.awpt.org
IPAF	 www.ipaf.org
NASC	 www.nasc.org.uk
Pasma	 www.pasma.co.uk

Training Centres & Trainers
Access Platform Sales (APS)	www.accessplatforms.co.uk 
Astra Access 	 www.astratraining.co.uk
Ainscough 	 www.ainscoughtraining.co.uk
AJ Access 	 www.accessplatforms.com
Boss Training	 www.bosstraining.co.uk
Certora Training	 certoratraining.co.uk
Haulotte	 www.haulotte.com
IAPS	 www.iapsgroup.com
Lift-Manager	 www.lift-manager.com
Smart Platform Rentals      	 www.smartplatforms.com
TVH Group	 www.tvh.com
UTN	 www.utntraining.co.uk 
Versalift Training Direct	 www.versalift.co.uk/training 
Warren 	 www.warrenaccesstraining.co.uk/courses/ 
Access Training

Safety Training 
Atlas Cranes UK	 www.atlasgmbh.com

Training Services
JLG Training	 www.jlg.com
Liebherr Training (UK)	 www.liebherr.co.uk
Lifting Equipment Training	 www.letltd.co.uk
Mr Plant Hire 	 www.mrplanthire.co.uk
Rapid Platforms	 www.rapidplatforms.co.uk
TH White	 www.thwhite.co.uk
Terex Atlas (UK) Ltd.	 www.atlascranes.co.uk
TVH Group	 www.tvh.com
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Michiel Heffinck 
Account Manager BENE

KEEP IT 
TOGETHER

CONTACT US
Parts Machines

+32 56 612 666
parts@vertimac.com sales@vertimac.com

+32 56 712 666 ORDER ONLINE
order.vertimac.com

How to keep it together in every situation? Knowing you can rely on a clear manual 
at all times. 

No need to stress the importance of a clearly legible operating manual, inspection report 
and CE certificate. These vital documents must be within easy reach in every situation, 
secure and weatherproof. A durable document holder does the trick!




