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On the cover
A Hoeflon spider crane 
fitted with the 'Multitool' 
attachment, taking tools 
such as the forks, vacuum 
pads and the Multiclaw for 
clamping and positioning 
pipes up to 500mm in 
diameter. See it in action 
at Vertikal Days.
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Socage acquires CTE, New Haulotte HA20E 
Pulseo, Europe’s first 265ft Zoomlion boom 
lift, Dingli 'Extra Deck', Lightweight beaver tail 
from Sterling, UK’s first 250t Sany AT, Fassi 
crane operator challenge, Mitsui acquires Nigg/
Global Energy Services, New owner for Hyva, 
65t XCMG reachstacker, Telehandler telescopic 
lifting beam, Safety tool station for platforms, 
Relocating 3,100 tonne dragline and a church, 
Genie QR code support, plus news highlights 
and financials round-up…

Loader cranes   17 

Loader crane manufacturers are constantly 
updating and adapting their products to 
incorporate new technology, new legislation and 
ever higher customer demands with particular 
emphasis on improving vehicle fuel efficiency 
and enabling easier and quicker operation. We 
take a look at some of those changes and a few 
new products.

Spider lifts   27 

A year ago, the spider lift market was going 
through a spate of consolidation and change.  
A year on and the trend appears to have 
gathered more steam with some interesting and 
unusual company moves as well as increased 
activity in the mid to large end of the market.

Vertikal Days 2025  
Show Guide   37

This year’s Vertikal Days returns to the Newark 
Showground in Nottinghamshire for two 
days on Wednesday 10th and Thursday 11th 
September, with many new companies and 
more manufacturers represented making it the 
leading specialist cranes, access, 
telehandler event in Europe and 
an event not to be missed! Our 
comprehensive guide contains 
everything you need to know 
about the show, the exhibitors 
and the products they plan  
to exhibit.

Rough Terrain cranes   89

Whilst the oil & gas industry is a significant  
user of Rough Terrain cranes, there are signs  
that other end users are beginning to discover  
or rediscover their advantages. We take a  
look at the market and the latest products  
and developments.
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In the next ISSUE Scheduled for publication in late October, the next issue of Cranes & 
Access will include a comprehensive review of the Vertikal Days 2025 show, along with features on 
Spider & Mini crawler cranes, Sustainability, renewables and recycling, Equipment for tree care and 
most importantly the annual Top 30 UK/Ireland Rental Company Report. If you have any contributions 
or suggestions to make or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact our editorial or 
sales teams.
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One news story that caught my eye this month 
was the tower crane working over a live motorway 
in the UK. Although loads are not being lifted over 
the lanes, there is still a 70 metre jib oversailing 
live traffic, which on any other site would be 
an absolute No-No. Apparently, because of the 
potential safety concerns, it took years of planning 
and endless meetings to allow this to happen - 
unsurprising given the pace of planning, regulation 
and implementation in the UK.

Principal contractors are often the first to ‘blow the 
whistle’ on safety issues… such as demanding 
devices to prevent entrapment/overhead crushing 
or from being thrown from an access platform by 
wearing a harness attachment warning device 
such as ‘Fastn’ or ‘Harness On’.

While any safety campaign or product that saves 
lives is commendable, in reality the number of lives 
saved by such devices is often minimal…historic 
data indicates about 10 deaths from overhead 
crushing over the past 10 years. 

For as long as I can recall the ‘elephant in the 
room’ has been the adoption of a device to reduce 
the number of electrocutions caused by operating 
a crane or work platform too close to high voltage 
power lines.  

At Conexpo 2022, IPAF launched its High Voltage! 
campaign to raise awareness of the risks of 
using aerial lifts near power lines, while CICA in 
Australia has done a similar thing for cranes, as 
have other organisations. Given the numbers of 
incidents and fatalities since then it is obvious 
the message is not getting through. The IPAF 
campaign was launched in the USA and not Europe 
because power lines in Europe tend to be below 
ground, while in the Americas, parts of Asia and 

Australasia the majority are overhead, often in close 
proximity to work areas. 

As I write this, another fatal shock story has been 
posted on Vertikal.net. A man was electrocuted 
whilst trimming trees around overhead power lines 
from a trailer lift in Stirling Heights, Detroit. He 
simply moved too close and paid with his life. 

Unfortunately, similar incidents happen all over the 
world - almost on a daily basis. 

So why is more not being done to try and prevent 
the hundreds of deaths each year given the effort 
made to reduce overhead crushing or wearing a 
harness?

Most, if not all, aerial work platform manufacturers 
have adopted anti-entrapment devices as well as 
offering harness attachment alerts - all started by a 
few individuals at a major contractor reacting to one 
incident by banning work platforms from their sites 
unless fitted with a prevention device. 

Electrocutions when using cranes and aerial 
lifts are much less frequent in Europe, but they 
do occur, so why do contractors not mandate 
overhead power line warning systems be fitted to 
equipment that might come close to a live power 
line. The technology exists, with several companies 
offering devices that are now certified as reliable 
and effective. Cost may be the issue, but the price 
would drop significantly with wider adoption. 

It is hard not to draw the conclusion that where 
such incidents are rife, the number of fatalities is 
considered acceptable, but surely the aim should 
be zero? 

We have the technology - perhaps now is the time 
to take it more seriously.  

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email 

or phone stating if we may publish them or not:  

editor@vertikal.net

Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on request. While every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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