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The world's largest
optical and near-infrared
telescope, with a primary
mirror diameter of 39
metres, is currently being
built on Cerro Armazones
in Chile. A project of

the European Southern
Observatory (ESQO) will
allow unprecedented insights into the depths of
the Universe.

cranes

acgess

IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Scheduled for publication in mid April,

the next issue of Cranes & Access will
include features on Crawler cranes, Van

and small truck mounted platforms, The
annual Equipment Source Guide, Trailers and
transportation as well as Conexpo and ARA
show reviews. If you have any contributions
or suggestions to make or are interested in
advertising in this issue, please contact our
editorial or sales teams.
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TIME TO UPSKILL?

IPAF offers more than 40 training courses for different machine -
categories including mobile elevating work platforms (MEWP), mast
climbing work platforms (MCWP) and construction hoists (CH).
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Whether you're a site manager. health & safety professional, engineer,
planner, specialist, experienced operator, or absolute beginner, IPAF has
a course for you.

IPAF training helps keep employees safe and employers legally
compliant, while the globally recognized IPAF PAL Card proves
operators have been trained to the highest standard.

Many courses can be taken solely or partly online as
eLearning, in a2 matter of hours, providing flexibility
to fit training in easily around your schedule.

Find out more and book directly
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with an IPAF Approved Training Center: MOLEgoaITications ae8.)
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Obsessions are often unhealthy, and when applied
illogically or incorrectly, can even be dangerous.

Rightly or wrongly, in construction - whether it

be a home extension or a multi-billion nuclear
power station - Health & Safety tends to dominate
the day to day activities, sometimes obsessively
to the detriment of project schedules, cost and
ultimately safety, by bringing the whole subject
into disrepute.

It can even border on the ridiculous, delegating
safety to paperwork, tick box checks and extra
gadgets, even on work areas/practices that quite
frankly do not need it and are simply applied as an
ass-covering company policy, or even worse, the
H&S manager’s preference as they try to gold plate
what their predecessors did.

Improved safety on site is, of course, more than
welcome... it is absolutely essential. | worked on
large construction sites almost 40 years ago, and
some of the ‘accepted’ methods and shortcuts
taken then were plain insanity. A donkey jacket
and a pair of boots were all the PPE you needed,
whatever the task or risk.

Yes, we should all welcome the safety
improvements that have come into force since
then, particularly those related to the design
and operation of cranes, telehandlers and aerial
work platforms. There is no question that the
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SAFETY GONE TOO FAR?

increasingly consistent standards and directives -
CE, AS/NZS, ANSI and now ISO - have resulted in
safer equipment from all manufacturers, even if their
detailed design points differ a little. They all comply
and are safe to use.

However, in the past year or so some major
contractors have started making up their own rules,
particularly in and around London in the UK, refusing
to let work platforms onto their sites unless they
have a specific type of overhead crushing protection
system - even when they are already equipped

with the manufacturers’ latest hi-tech offering and
comply with all the relevant standards, approvals
and best practices.

Not only do the contractors want their preferred
system fitted, but they are unwilling to pay anything
towards installing the additional system.

As aresult, IPAF felt it needed to step in and

issued a strong statement regarding secondary
guarding systems/entrapment protection, advising
contractors that whatever system is installed, it
cannot replace sensible, diligent safety practices. As
IPAF and the UK's Health & Safety Executive stress,
“there is no substitute for good planning, competent
supervision and vigilant operations’.

You could argue that if all work was carried out
correctly, there would be no need for the growing
number of idiot proofing devices in the first place.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email
or phone stating if we may publish them or not:
editor@vertikal.net
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